For approval 15 October 2026

 Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at  Aston Village Hall  on Thursday 10th September 2026 7.30pm

Present:     R Chatburn (Chair) M Kelly, G Chatburn, A Mainwaring, G Walters, P Barker, J Ziskin, E Sudlow + 1 Member of the Public
Apologies:   J Lefroy, H Williams, C Hodgkinson
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting 16th July 2026  Agreed as a true record - Proposed Cllr P Barker and Seconded Cllr G Walters.
County/Borough Reports – Cllr H Williams forwarded a report announcing that the local government reorganisation would not now take place.  Jeremy Lefroy also reported that he had been in contact with D&G Bus regarding the 64 service which is not using Hungersheath as it has been determined to be too dangerous. His community fund is also now open. 
Police Matters – Report received highlighting various reports of naked rambler in a number of local vicinities.  PCSO Colin Hodgkinson to retire 16/09/2026.  Cllrs thanked him for his service in the Parish and a retirement card was signed to send on to him at Madeley.
Matters Arising from the Minutes
A51/A53 White House Farm Auction – Property had now been sold however no details of new owner had been notified.
Highways/Winter Gritting. – It was agreed Clerk to make a FOI request for D&G’s risk assessment of Hungersheath Lane being too dangerous to use.  Letters had been written regarding the bus service to MP, NBC and SCC but no response as yet.  Residents had reported problems with early 7.30am bus which is full before reaching Baldwins Gate and does not pick up anymore passengers.  The next bus is not for 3 hours as the 8.30 bus only travels from Shrewsbury to Market Drayton.  Clerk to write to D&G requesting changes to the schedule.  Haddon Lane closure due 9-10 November.  Cllr G Chatburn to request an update from contractors on current costs for winter gritting.
Paths and Public Rights of Way Maer Hills – At present only 2 footpaths are designated Public Rights of Way in Maer Hills.  In 1993 an application was made to adopt more paths and Staffordshire County Council have now recommended rejection with a deadline of 3rd August 2026.  Our letter requesting an extension successful with new deadline of 2nd October 2026.

Community Issues –  AVH  - continuing 1st Tuesdays with new 4th Saturday community event starting.  Ride & Stride event 12th September with Chapel open. Pop-up pub 18 September.  Maer VH regular activities including yoga, knit & natter, Pilates, table tennis.  Preloved sale successful, Harvest supper 14th September with Garden Guild Annual Show with Italian Gardens talk 21 September.  Harvest café 27 September.  History talk ‘A Stitch in Time’ 9th October.  First Friday event 2nd October.  MP surgery to be held 22/06/26.
Defibrillators – Checked and reported as working and registered on the circuit. Aston defibrillator to be checked by A Spiers
Extreme Weather Planning – Councillors acknowledged need for seasonal notices such as fire, flooding etc.  Problems such as glass litter etc causing fires.  National Emergency information to go on website.
Heritage Conservation & Safety -  In Maer wall is still awaiting repair since January and concern that further damage occurring with heavy vehicles causing increasing vibrations.  Further request for a weight/speed limit on the road into Maer to help conserve historic environment.

Clerk/Councillors’ Feedback – 
A. A53 build out apparently not now taking place.  Road markings and signage to be used instead.
Best Kept Village – Considering entering Maer village for 2027 with application open in January and closing in April.  Small village award covers various sections with emphasis more on community.

Planning & Infrastructure Act 2025 – Cllrs were disappointed to note that it is no longer possible to ‘call-in’ planning applications. Agreed to contact Cllr Lefroy to state that Cllrs ‘objected’ to the move.
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting:
· 26/00519/FUL Former St Margaret’s Chapel, Blackbrook – Construction of a new building to replace that of the collapsed structure to form holiday let.  No objections to rebuilding however concerns highlighted in letter regarding neighbouring land and holiday let.
· 26/00556/FUL The Garden House, Maer – Single storey side extension and replacement front doors.

· 26/00573/FUL – Stoneyford Farm Aston Lane, Aston – Proposed tied Agricultural Dwelling. No objections in principle but request check on link to farm and appropriateness of proposed building. 
· 26/00593/FUL – Wayside Farm, The Croft, Blackbrook – Erection of maintenance equipment track and fodder storage building associated with existing equestrian use.  No objections
To receive decisions of Planning Committee: 

· 26/00052/FUL Bellway Homes, Baldwins Gate Farm, Baldwins Gate - 



Application for the erection of 18 dwellings, with associated gardens and car parking on part of the site previously shown as Public Open Space within the reserved matters consent 24/00313/REM for 200 dwellings with associated car parking, Public Open Space, attenuation basins, landscaping and associated works approved on 17 October 2024 APPLICATION REFUSED

     General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications    

and current developments –

· Neighbourhood Development Plan 

· NBC Local Plan – Consultation open 05/11/25-17/12/25

· 25/00446/OUT – Land Adjacent to Vine Cottage, Blackbrook – Outline planning application (including the detailed matter of means of access) for the erection of 5 no self-build dwellings. Amended Plans
· 25/00759/FUL – Weston Meres Farm, Maer – Erection of Cattle Rearing Facility
· 26/00394/FUL – Slaters, Stone Road, Hill Chorlton – Change of use of hotel, restaurant, function complex (Class 1) to independent education complex (Class F (a).

`




To consider the financial position of the Parish Council and authorise
payments due:
Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £      5,011.93
Deposit A/C £      7,649.00
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £522.88 Proposed Cllr G Walters Seconded Cllr J Ziskin. 
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	£852.62
	
	111
	£852.62


External Audit – Now completed with minor points.
To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday 15th October 10h  2026 7.30pm at Maer Village Hall

Meeting Closed – 10.00 pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date

Print Name …………………………………………………
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