For approval 10 September 2026

 Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at  Maer Village Hall  on Thursday 16th July 2026 7.30pm

Present:     R Chatburn (Chair) M Kelly, G Chatburn, A Mainwaring, G Walters, P Barker, J Ziskin, E Sudlow + 4 Members of the Public
Apologies:   J Lefroy
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting 18th June 2026  Agreed as a true record - Proposed Cllr P Barker and Seconded Cllr G Walters.
County/Borough Reports – Cllr Jeremy Lefroy had forwarded a written report which highlighted items at Newcastle Borough Council.  This included continuing discussions regarding future of Chapel and Hill Chorlton Parish Council and the decision to amalgamate the Borough Council with Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire Moorlands Councils. Chair requested that Clerk write to Jeremy thanking him for his report.
No County report had been received.

Police Matters – No report had been received however Councillors noted that despite the hot dry weather a local person had set fire to a bonfire in the Aston area.  It was agreed that in such circumstances the Fire Brigade should be contacted.
Matters Arising from the Minutes
A51/A53 White House Farm Auction - Concern had been raised over the future sale of White House Farm at Blackbrook.  Despite numerous letters regarding the forthcoming sale and the suitability of this land for realignment of this junction, no positive responses had as yet been received.  Auction had been postponed until 12 August.
Highways/Winter Gritting. – Potholes in Maer village still not repaired despite continued reports.  The more people report, the higher the chance for urgent repair.  Concern over length of time since last wall collapse.  Clerk had spoken with the owner who explained problem of delay with insurer.  Agreed to contact Conservation Officer highlighting Parish Council’s concern over health and safety.
The bus service currently operates between Hanley/Newcastle and Shrewsbury.  Shropshire CC negotiated contract without Staffordshire CC to alternative bus company.  Possibility that bus service would end at Staffordshire border.
A proposed traffic calming project in Loggerheads could cause problems as it would make access difficult on A51.  

Paths and Public Rights of Way Maer Hills – At present only 2 footpaths are designated Public Rights of Way in Maer Hills.  In 1993 an application was made to adopt more paths and Staffordshire County Council have now recommended rejection with a deadline of 3rd August 2026.  Local group campaigning to overturn this decision and clerk to write requested extension to the deadline to end October 2026. This would give more time for people to respond to the proposed rejection.
Community Issues –  AVH  - continuing 1st Tuesdays.  AGM and Events Committee meeting 22nd June.   Maer VH regular activities including yoga, knit & natter, Pilates, table tennis.  MP surgery to be held 22/06/26.
BT Openreach – Concern regarding lack of service when power is cut and demonstrated at MP’s surgery.  Problems with BT changeover from analogue in Baldwins Gate.
Climate Change/Sustainability – no further information.
Defibrillators – Checked and reported as working and registered on the circuit. Aston defibrillator to be checked by A Spiers
War Memorial – Agreed work completed for £125.  Overhanging trees continue to be a problem.
Clerk/Councillors’ Feedback – 
A. Review of Local Government – Cllrs noted that Newcastle Borough Council would become part of North Staffordshire Council.  Statement noted from Jonathan Gullis.
B. Best Kept Village Competition – Cllr Ziskin considering entering Maer village in the 2027 competition and it was noted that criteria was more widely community based than previous years.  Agreed to support administratively with paper/ink etc to £10, Proposed Cllr G Walters Seconded Cllr P Barker.
C. Planning & Infrastructure Act 2025 – Agreed to discuss at next meeting.
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting:
· 26/00394/FUL – Slaters, Stone Road, Hill Chorlton – Change of use of hotel, restaurant, function complex (Class 1) to independent education complex (Class F (a). Agreed to write with no objections in principal to the change of use however clarification on access to holiday lets and car parking arrangements.  Confusion over numbers quoted which varied throughout report.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee: 
· 26/00265/FUL – 1 Maer Mews, Maer – Replacement front and rear porches, windows, doors and fascia boards and erection of metal estate type fence to front boundary. APPLICATION PERMITTED

· 25/00962/FUL – Willoughbridge Lodge Farm - Clay lined slurry lagoon to store cow slurry produced on the holding. APPLICATION PERMITTED
· 25/00744/OUT – Dabs Cottage, Moss Lane, Maer – Development of two serviced plots for self-build and customised housebuilding – APPEAL DISMISSED

· 25/00939/FUL – Holly Tree Farm, Aston – Erection of 1 x self-build dwelling and access – APPEAL DISMISSED

    General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications    

and current developments –

· Neighbourhood Development Plan 

· NBC Local Plan – Adopted.  
· 25/00446/OUT – Land Adjacent to Vine Cottage, Blackbrook – Outline planning application (including the detailed matter of means of access) for the erection of 5 no self-build dwellings. Amended Plans
· 25/00759/FUL – Weston Meres Farm, Maer – Erection of Cattle Rearing Facility
· 26/00052/FUL Bellway Homes, Baldwins Gate Farm, Baldwins Gate - 



Application for the erection of 18 dwellings, with associated gardens and car parking on part of the site previously shown as Public Open Space within the reserved matters consent 24/00313/REM for 200 dwellings with associated car parking, Public Open Space, attenuation basins, landscaping and associated works approved on 17 October 2024. Due to be on planning committee agenda following week.
· 26/00094/207 – Enforcement Re St Margaret’s Chapel, Blackbrook – no further action taken to date.  Clerk to check that promised planning application in validation process.  Enforcement Officer had given 2 week period to make application.  Neighbour concerned over erosion of their land and fencing on neighbour’s land.

`




To consider the financial position of the Parish Council and authorise
payments due:
Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £      1,392
Deposit A/C £    12,649
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £522.88 Proposed Cllr G Walters Seconded Cllr J Ziskin. 
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	£522.88
	
	111
	£522.88


To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday September 10th  2026 7.30pm at Aston Village Hall

Meeting Closed – 10.00 pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date

Print Name …………………………………………………
2

