For approval 18 June 2026

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at  May Village Hall  on Thursday 21st May 2026 7.30pm

Present:     R Chatburn (Chair) M Kelly, G Chatburn, A Mainwaring, G Walters, J Ziskin, E Sudlow, J Lefroy
Apologies:   P Barker
Declared Items of Interest – Cllr Ziskin for Planning item 26/00265/FUL
Minutes of Meeting 17th April 2026  Agreed as a true record - Proposed Cllr G Walters  and Seconded Cllr J Ziskin
County/Borough Reports – Cllr Jeremy Lefroy was welcomed to the meeting and congratulated following his election to Newcastle Borough Council.  Cllr Lefroy updated the Council that Jonathon Gullis was elected Leader (Reform) and a new mayor had also been elected (Cllr Bailey – Reform).  It is expected that a new constitution will be prepared following the Reform majority at NBC.  Cllr Lefroy also expects that parish councils will be given more responsibilities following local government reform.  The Local Plan for Newcastle Borough is currently under inspection.
Police Matters – No report received.  Reports of oil thefts in Aston area.  Also warnings of electric bike thefts in the area.
Matters Arising from the Minutes
Highways/Winter Gritting. –No winter gritting was arranged this winter season.  Councillors disappointed that SCC Highways had sent a letter regarding gritting arrangements to Parish Councils via SPCA.   Clerk to check insurance costs through current policy.  Following many reports regarding poor visibility at the triangle in Blackbrook, the foliage has finally been cut back.  Bellway Homes’ planning application to extend the ‘trigger point’ for highway improvements from  50 to 100 homes has been permitted.  A total of 18 homes have now been sold.
Community Issues –  AVH  - continuing 1st Tuesdays.  AGM on 22nd June and currently considering applying for a permanent alcohol licence.  Drop in session with questionnaire etc to see what people want from their village hall.  Maer VH regular activities including yoga, knit & natter, Pilates, table tennis.  17 May Spring Fair great success and well attended.  Pub and grub night 12 June.  MP surgery to be held in June.
BT Openreach – Full fibre broadband now possible in Minn Bank and all going well with connections but no improvements in speeds.  Concerns about areas without good mobile signal when electricity not available. 
Climate Change/Sustainability – Cllr Ziskin and Clerk working on putting together a resource pack but will be long term project.
Defibrillators – Checked and reported as working and registered on the circuit. A refresher course to be organised in due course. 
Clerk/Councillors’ Feedback – 
a)  Residents in Maer considering entering Best Kept Village competition in 2027 although criteria is centred more on total community than previously.  A current WhatsApp poll is monitoring interest.
b) Willoughbridge Action Group have recently met with new Borough Councillor, Jeremy Lefroy and briefed on the proposed chicken farm.  It was agreed to keep this application on the update list

List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting:
· 26/00094/207 – Enforcement Re St Margaret’s Chapel, Blackbrook  - Following remedial work building had collapsed.  Enforcement at NBC involved and further information awaited on what action will be taken.
· 26/00310/PIP – Land at Cherry Tree Farm, Aston Lane, Aston – Application for planning permission in principle for 1 dwelling.  Cllrs agreed that this application was unsustainable and objected.
· 26/00265/FUL – 1 Maer Mews, Maer – Replacement front and rear porches, windows, doors and fascia boards and erection of metal estate type fence to front boundary. Cllr Ziskin left the meeting.  No objections however issue of access to meter would be covered as a civil matter.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee: 

· 25/00661/FUL – Signalisation of A51/A53 junctions at Blackbrook – Variation of condition 6 of planning permission 21/01041/OUT to amend the trigger for provision of off-site highways work. APPLICATION PERMITTED

General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications  and current developments –

· Neighbourhood Development Plan 

· NBC Local Plan – Consultation open 05/11/25-17/12/25

· 25/00446/OUT – Land Adjacent to Vine Cottage, Blackbrook – Outline planning application (including the detailed matter of means of access) for the erection of 5 no self-build dwellings. Amended Plans
· 25/00759/FUL – Weston Meres Farm, Maer – Erection of Cattle Rearing Facility
· 25/00962/FUL – Willoughbridge Lodge Farm - Clay lined slurry lagoon to store cow slurry produced on the holding
· 26/00052/FUL Bellway Homes, Baldwins Gate Farm, Baldwins Gate - 



Application for the erection of 18 dwellings, with associated gardens and car parking on part of the site previously shown as Public Open Space within the reserved matters consent 24/00313/REM for 200 dwellings with associated car parking, Public Open Space, attenuation basins, landscaping and associated works approved on 17 October 2024

· 25/00744/OUT – Dabs Cottage, Moss Lane, Maer – Development of two serviced plots for self-build and customised housebuilding - APPEAL

· 25/00939/FUL – Holly Tree Farm, Aston – Erection of 1 x self-build dwelling and access – APPEAL




`




To consider the financial position of the Parish Council and authorise
payments due:
Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £      2,302.89
Deposit A/C £    12,621.66
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £409.65, Proposed Cllr J Ziskin Seconded Cllr G Chatburn. 
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	£409.65
	
	111
	£409.65


To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday June 18 2026 7.30pm at Aston Village Hall

Meeting Closed – 9.15 pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date

Print Name …………………………………………………
2

