For approval 19th March 2026

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at  Aston Village Hall  on Thursday 19th February 2026 7.30pm

Present:     R Chatburn (Acting Chair) G Chatburn, A Mainwaring, G Walters, J Ziskin, P Barker, E Sudlow
Apologies:   M Kelly, C Hodgkinson
Declared Items of Interest – None

Minutes of Meeting 15th January 2026  Agreed as a true record - Proposed Cllr P Barker  and Seconded Cllr J Ziskin
County/Borough Reports – No County or Borough report received yet again.  Cllrs continue to be disappointed that no apologies or reports had been received yet again.
Police Matters –Following Parish Council concerns expressed regarding Warmadine Lane diversion route RTA recorded as not recordable due to lack of injuries.  Burglary at White Farm reported and police keeping watch on empty property.
Matters Arising from the Minutes
Highways/Winter Gritting. – Woodside closure until mid March.  Road closure in Maer village 2nd March for one day.  Following further fall of stones from wall in Maer, letter had been written to County Cllr, Cllr for Highways and Conservation Officer at NBC.  As no reply from County Cllr or Highways agreed to try MP
Community Issues –  AVH  - continuing 1st Tuesdays.  Fish & Chip quiz Friday 13th March.  Maer VH regular activities including yoga, knit & natter, Pilates, table tennis.  Café 8th March, 17 May Spring Fair. MVH granted 5* Health & Hygiene Certificate. Church Open Day 25th April 1-5pm
BT Openreach –  No further information.

Climate Change/Sustainability – Cllr Ziskin and Clerk working on putting together a resource pack but will be long term project.
Defibrillators – Checked and reported as working and registered on the circuit. A refresher course to be organised in due course. 

Local Government Reorganisation – Consultation now open and Cllrs considered the options of dividing the county North/South, East/West and Newcastle (various) and as no overall conclusion was made it was agreed that response would be made by individual Councillors.

Clerk/Councillors’ Feedback – 
a) Cllr G Chatburn reported back from successful meeting regarding problems with Newcastle Borough Planning Department with Adam Jogee, MP for Newcastle-under-Lyme.  Main problems highlighted with definition of ‘grey belt’ and self-build up to 9 properties meaning that no infrastructure contribution is made, Planning in Principle applications with no information on what is to be built.  MP to feed back.
b) Emergency Situation Pack – Cllr Ziskin had emailed the document now translated from Dutch Government.  Agreed to put on website.

c) Clerk had received request for feedback on new build developments in the rural area from member of MP’s team. Clerk to feedback issues of lack of infrastructure, PIP applications etc.

d) MP had requested feedback on Stafford town centre.  Clerk to respond that no many go to Stafford particularly due to highways work over past number of years.
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting:
· 25/00962/FUL – Willoughbridge Lodge Farm - Clay lined slurry lagoon to store cow slurry produced on the holding.  Extension agreed from Planning Department.  Agreed to write that no objections if all legislation complied with.
· 26/00052/FUL Bellway Homes, Baldwins Gate Farm, Baldwins Gate - 



Application for the erection of 18 dwellings, with associated gardens and car parking on part of the site previously shown as Public Open Space within the reserved matters consent 24/00313/REM for 200 dwellings with associated car parking, Public Open Space, attenuation basins, landscaping and associated works approved on 17 October 2024.  Cllrs object strongly as large case of winning original planning was due to community open space.

To receive decisions of Planning Committee: 
· 25/00939/OUT  - Land at Holly Tree Farm, Aston - Outline Planning Application (including the detailed matter of means of access) for the erection of 1no. self-build dwelling
APPLICATION REFUSED. Email had been received from applicant and responded to.
· 22/01105/FUL – Land to the East of Woodside, Baldwins Gate - Residential development for 40 dwellings with associated landscaping, car parking, drainage, and other necessary supporting infrastructure.  APPEAL – original letter sent objecting to this application still stands.  APPEAL PERMITTED
· 25/00626/OUT – Stonehouse Farm, Woodside - Outline planning application for the erection of 7no. dwellings (all matters reserved except for access) APPLICATION REFUSED APPEAL DISMISSED
· 25/00866/FUL – Elds Gorse, Willoughbridge – (part) Change of Use of Land to a Dog Walking/Exercise Field  APPLICATION REFUSED

General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications    
and current developments –

· Neighbourhood Development Plan 
· NBC Local Plan – Consultation open 05/11/25-17/12/25
· 25/00661/FUL – Signalisation of A51/A53 junctions at Blackbrook – Variation of condition 6 of planning permission 21/01041/OUT to amend the trigger for provision of off-site highways work.  Cllr G Chatburn to speak at Planning Committee Meeting 14/01/26
· 25/00446/OUT – Land Adjacent to Vine Cottage, Blackbrook – Outline planning application (including the detailed matter of means of access) for the erection of 5 no self-build dwellings. Amended Plans
· 25/00759/FUL – Weston Meres Farm, Maer – Erection of Cattle Rearing Facility
· 25/00900/FUL – Radwood Buildings, Manor Road, Baldwins Gate – Change of Use from Pasture Land to Equine Use Including Retention of Existing Stables and Proposed Manure Dump. Not in our Parish







`




To consider the financial position of the Parish Council and authorise
payments due:
Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     3,597.50
Deposit A/C £     4,934.17
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £401.05, Zurich (Insurance) £327.00, Maer V Hall (room hire) £75.00, Aston V Hall (room hire) £90.00 Proposed Cllr G Chatburn Seconded Cllr G Walters  
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	£401.05
	
	111
	£401.05

	Zurich Municipal
	Precept
	£327.00
	
	
	£327.00

	Maer VHall
	Precept
	£75.00
	
	
	£75.00

	Aston VHall
	Precept
	£90.00
	
	
	£90.00


To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday 19th March 2026 7.30pm at Maer Village Hall

Meeting Closed – 9.15 pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date

Print Name …………………………………………………
2

