For approval 19th February 2026

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at  Maer Village Hall  on Thursday 185th January 2026 7.30pm

Present:     R Chatburn (Acting Chair) G Chatburn , A Mainwaring, G Walters, J Ziskin, P Barker, E Sudlow, 2 members of the public
Apologies:   M Kelly, C Hodgkinson
Declared Items of Interest – None

Minutes of Meeting 18th December 2025  Agreed as a true record - Proposed Cllr G Walters and Seconded Cllr J Ziskin
County/Borough Reports – No County or Borough report received yet again.  Cllrs continue to be disappointed that no apologies or reports had been received yet again.
Police Matters –Report received with report of fallen tree in Bates Lane but no response to Clerk’s email regarding traffic problems on Woodside diversion route through Warmadine Lane.
Matters Arising from the Minutes
Highways/Winter Gritting. – Woodside closure back in operation until mid March.  Problems with cars driving wrong way down one way diversion reported to police but no action has taken place.
Councillors noted that contract with Croppers for grit runs through Aston and Maer village centres at a cost of £198 inc VAT and grit.  An extension along Holloway Lane would cost an additional £36 or £234 in total. It was also agreed to request quote to include 50m of Haddon Lane.  It was agreed that should 3 Councillors agree to a grit run, Clerk would need to contact Croppers by 12 noon the previous day.
Community Issues –  AVH  - continuing 1st Tuesdays with 6th January moved to Saturday 10th January 10-12 with bacon butty coffee morning.  Fish & Chip quiz Friday 13th March.  Maer VH AGM 26th January.  
BT Openreach –  Cllr G Walters reported that full fibre in Minn Bank by June 2026.
Climate Change/Sustainability – Cllr Ziskin and Clerk working on putting together a resource pack but will be long term project.
Defibrillators – Checked and reported as working and registered on the circuit. A refresher course to be organised in due course. 

Clerk/Councillors’ Feedback – 
a) Cllr Ziskin to report on a disaster kit next month.
b) Birmingham-Manchester HS2 railway link at some time in the future and no HS2 land will be sold.

c) Residents in Aston reporting slight fluctuations in power and communications with national grid showed problems with a temporary fix until New Year when more permanent solution will be provided.

d) Bellway have now sold 4 properties.

Setting the Precept – Cllrs discussed and agreed unanimously to increase the precept in line with current rate of inflation (3.2%) to £7675 Proposed Cllr Mainwaring, Seconded Cllr Barker.
Parish Merger Proposal – following copy of letter to NBC from Chapel & Hill Chorlton Parish Council with suggestions of amalgamating with Whitmore and/or Maer & Aston PCs, Councillors agreed to await approach from NBC.

Dates for 2026 – have been emailed and continue 3rd Thursday of each month.

List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting:

· 25/00939/OUT  - Land at Holly Tree Farm, Aston - Outline Planning Application (including the detailed matter of means of access) for the erection of 1no. self-build dwelling.  Concerns had been expressed by a number of residents regarding proposed additional dwelling.  Agreed to write highlighting unsustainability of site and suggest Conservation Officer has input into the decision.  Although Cllrs welcomed self build application, also  noted local concerns on further development and effect on local agricultural traffic.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee: 

· 25/00744/OUT – Dabs Cottage, Moss Lane, Maer – Outline planning application for the development of two serviced plots for self-build and custom housebuilding (all matters reserved).APPLICATION REFUSED
General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications    

and current developments –

· Neighbourhood Development Plan 

· NBC Local Plan – Consultation open 05/11/25-17/12/25

· 22/01105/FUL – Land to the East of Woodside, Baldwins Gate - Residential development for 40 dwellings with associated landscaping, car parking, drainage, and other necessary supporting infrastructure.  APPEAL – original letter sent objecting to this application still stands.
· 25/00661/FUL – Signalisation of A51/A53 junctions at Blackbrook – Variation of condition 6 of planning permission 21/01041/OUT to amend the trigger for provision of off-site highways work.  Cllr G Chatburn spoke at Planning Committee Meeting 14/01/26 and although Cllrs all understood that the routing of HGV traffic along Hungersheath  was unsuitable, it is unlikely that developer will be able to improve the junctions further than planned.  A Highways Engineer discussed options to install smart traffic lights and an increased 40mph zone which should improve safety.  Bellway had written to MP in response to the PC’s objection to the TRO consultation.  It was agreed that the PC would prepare a further response to the public consultation.  Cllr G Chatburn to draft a reply thanking MP and suggesting further traffic count in Hungersheath/Warmadine/Woodside.  
· 25/00446/OUT – Land Adjacent to Vine Cottage, Blackbrook – Outline planning application (including the detailed matter of means of access) for the erection of 5 no self-build dwellings. Amended Plans
· 25/00626/OUT – Stonehouse Farm, Woodside - Outline planning application for the erection of 7no. dwellings (all matters reserved except for access) APPLICATION REFUSED APPEAL IN PROGRESS
· 25/00759/FUL – Weston Meres Farm, Maer – Erection of Cattle Rearing Facility
· 25/00866/FUL – Elds Gorse, Willoughbridge – (part) Change of Use of Land to a Dog Walking/Exercise Field
· 25/00900/FUL – Radwood Buildings, Manor Road, Baldwins Gate – Change of Use from Pasture Land to Equine Use Including Retention of Existing Stables and Proposed Manure Dump. Not in our Parish







`




To consider the financial position of the Parish Council and authorise
payments due:
Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     4,017.24
Deposit A/C £     4,934.17
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £419.74,  Proposed Cllr G Chatburn Seconded Cllr G Walters  
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	£415.99
	
	111
	£415.99


To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday 19th February 2026 7.30pm at Aston Village Hall

Meeting Closed – 9.15 pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date

Print Name …………………………………………………
2

