For approval 18th December 2025

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at  Maer Village Hall  on Thursday 20th November 2025 7.30pm

Present:     R Chatburn (Acting Chair), G Chatburn, A Mainwaring, G Walters, J Ziskin, P Barker, E Sudlow, 2 members of the public
Apologies:   M Kelly, C Hodgkinson
Declared Items of Interest – None

Minutes of Meeting 16th October 2025  Agreed as a true record - Proposed Cllr G Chatburn and Seconded Cllr J Ziskin
County/Borough Reports – No County or Borough report received.  Cllrs disappointed that no apologies had been received.
Police Matters – Report received that there had been a few traffic problems in Maer following remembrance day and a funeral.  An email had been received regarding the post of Police/Fire Commissioner posts being discontinued.  Cllr Walters to circulate information on a crime alert system.
Matters Arising from the Minutes
Highways/Winter Gritting. – Cllr G Chatburn had spoken with MP and Nick Shaw from her office regarding the poor quality of the data regarding the traffic surveys conducted for only 1 hour on the A51/A53.  
The road through Maer to be closed for repairs on 1-5 December.  Woodside to be closed from 24/11/25-13/03/26 for Severn Trent work on new housing estate. Road to be open over Christmas break.  The closure means there is no bus service for Maer and anyone needing to use the bus service needs to rely on neighbours through the WhatsApp group for a lift.
Clerk applied for grant through County Councillor for £435 which had been approved and should be received shortly.  Cllr Walters had tried to contact potential spreader owner but had no success.  It was agreed to look at alternatives as soon as possible.  Cllr G Chatburn to look at company offering service for update on costs.
Community Issues –  AVH  - continuing 1st Tuesdays. Xmas party including live band 6/12/25, Carol service 6pm 12/12/25.   Our Parish is within the 10km zone of Avian flu with people urged not to touch birds.  Maer VH - History talk on The Black Death on 21/11/25, Café and craft fayre 6th December, Pub night 27th December.  Roof at Maer VH had additional insulation and room noticeably warmer.  Carol concert St Peter’s Church 21 December 3pm.
BT Openreach – Vouchers to be extended due to delays.  Resident of Maer in correspondence with MP regarding lack of signal.
Climate Change/Sustainability – Cllr Ziskin and Clerk working on putting together a resource pack but will be long term project.
Defibrillators – Checked and reported as working and registered on the circuit.  

Remembrance Day Service – Service on 9th November had been well attended and poppy display had been well received.  Suggestion to extend poppies throughout the village centres of Maer & Ason and perhaps residents can purchase with donation to British Legion.  Consider scheme to involve children ‘planting’ a poppy to encourage them to continue attending the service in the future.
Clerk/Councillors’ Feedback – 
a)  Repair had been completed to the sign in Aston at a cost of £250. 
b) Colin Perry, Chairman of Whitmore PC had died, agreed to send card to his widow.

c) Cllr Ziskin had attended an anti-terrorist course which highlighted security issues although risk was low but threat remains.  Maer VH to introduce CCTV.

d) MP’s visit to Aston VH was welcomed but Cllrs unsure how selection of participants was made.  No residents of the Parish were included on the guest list.

List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting:

· 25/00626/OUT – Stonehouse Farm, Woodside - Outline planning application for the erection of 7no. dwellings (all matters reserved except for access) APPLICATION REFUSED APPEAL IN PROGRESS – Cllrs agreed to forward letter of objection as previously stated.
·  25/00744/OUT – Dabs Cottage, Moss Lane, Maer – Outline planning application for the development of two serviced plots for self-build and custom housebuilding (all matters reserved).  Objections received from members of the public.  Cllrs agreed to object on grounds of unsustainability, no sewerage, no pavement, car travel essential.  This development is in open countryside and as identified on the emerging Local Plan is classed as a open space strategy site, agricultural not brownfield.  Concerns over pollution of ground water which feeds into the pool at Maer Hall which is a SSI site.

· NBC Planning Department – email had been received from Madeley PC regarding problems with the Planning Department and Cllrs agreed that issues with late notice etc had led to a number of issues.  Also concern over increase in ‘planning in principle’ cases.  Meeting to be arranged with representatives of concerned rural PCs and Newcastle MP Adam Jogee.  Cllr R Chatburn to attend and letter to Leigh Ingham as matter of courtesay.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· 25/00537/FUL – Maerfieldgate Farm, Hill Chorlton – Alterations to gable. APPLICATION PERMITTED

· 25/00626/OUT – Stonehouse Farm, Woodside - Outline planning application for the erection of 7no. dwellings (all matters reserved except for access) APPLICATION REFUSED – APPEAL IN PROGRESS
· 25/00688/PIP – Land to South of Rose Cottage, Hill Chorlton – Erection of 3-6 dwellings. APPLICATION PERMITTED

· 25/00318/FUL – Willoughbridge Lodge Farm Willoughbridge Lane Willoughbridge - Erection of 2 No. poultry houses and associated infrastructure.  APPLICATION PERMITTED
· 22/01105/FUL – Land to the East of Woodside, Baldwins Gate - Residential development for 40 dwellings with associated landscaping, car parking, drainage, and other necessary supporting infrastructure.  APPEAL – original letter sent objecting to this application still stands.  APPEAL APPROVED
    9.    General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications    

and current developments –

· Neighbourhood Development Plan 

· NBC Local Plan – Consultation open 05/11/25-17/12/25

· 25/00627 ELD - Foresters Bungalow Wood Lane Blackbrook - Application for a certificate of lawfulness for existing use as a Dwellinghouse (unrestricted with full permitted development rights)
· 25/00661/FUL – Signalisation of A51/A53 junctions at Blackbrook – Variation of condition 6 of planning permission 21/01041/OUT to amend the trigger for provision of off-site highways work.
· 25/00446/OUT – Land Adjacent to Vine Cottage, Blackbrook – Outline planning application (including the detailed matter of means of access) for the erection of 5 no self-build dwellings. Amended Plans




`




To consider the financial position of the Parish Council and authorise
payments due:
Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     2,327.38
Deposit A/C £     7,912.17
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £957.16, Proposed Cllr G Chatburn, Seconded Cllr A Mainwaring.  Also agreed to transfer £3,000 from deposit to precept account.
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	£957.16
	
	111
	£957.16


To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday 18th December 2025 7.30pm at Aston Village Hall

Meeting Closed – 9.45 pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date

Print Name …………………………………………………
2

