For approval 20th November 2025

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at  Aston Village Hall  on Thursday 16th October 2025 7.30pm

Present:     R Chatburn (Acting Chair), G Chatburn, A Mainwaring, G Walters, J Ziskin, P Barker, E Sudlow, 
Apologies:   M Kelly, C Hodgkinson
Declared Items of Interest – None

Minutes of Meeting 11th September 2025  Agreed as a true record - Proposed Cllr G Chatburn and Seconded Cllr J Ziskin
County/Borough Reports – No County or Borough report received.  Cllrs commented that no apologies had been received.
Police Matters – Report received that Bates Farm had received their first young person, however due to several calls to Police this young person has been removed. New PCSO to replace Luke due soon.
Matters Arising from the Minutes
Highways/Winter Gritting. – Cllr G Chatburn updated on 3 recent meetings.  Firstly the public meeting held at Aston Village Hall on 25 September which was held to see public response to the TRO stakeholder consultation however the receipt of the planning application on 25 September enabled the public to respond.  It was disappointing that no County or Borough representative attended.  Secondly Cllr G Chatburn met with SCC cabinet leader, Ian Cooper, Staffordshire Highways and Neil Walker and discussed the proposal to cancel the roundabout proposed at the end of Woodside and use the funds at the junctions of A51/A53.  Staffordshire Highways had no objections should Bellway agree to the proposal.  Finally a meeting with an engineer from Amey who is experienced in designing junctions.  Cllr G Chatburn pointed out that the traffic data is not complete.  It was agreed that once the planning application 25/00661/FUL was before Committee, Cllr G Chatburn would request the 5 minute speaking slot.  It was intended to request conditions to include a Stage 1 traffic survey to include Woodside, Warmadine and Hungersheath.

The road through Maer to be closed for repairs on 17th October.  Woodside to be closed from 24/11/25-13/03/26 for Severn Trent work on new housing estate.

Clerk has applied for grant through County Councillor for £435.  It was hoped that this would be sufficient for the second-hand spreader but want to ensure that we have a trial period to ensure it is operational satisfactory.  Still awaiting costing from local farmer on carrying out the spreading operations.

Community Issues –  AVH  - continuing 1st Tuesdays. Xmas party including live band 6/12/25, Carol service 6pm 12/12/25.   Our Parish is within the 10km zone of Avian flu with people urged not to touch birds.  MP’s coffee morning due at Aston VH 18th October by invitation only.  Maer VH - Apple day and Harvest Supper had been successful.  Café will be open on Remembrance Sunday 09/11/25, Mighty Quiz 14/11/25 and History talk on The Black Death on 21/11/25.
BT Openreach – Vouchers to be extended due to delays.  Resident of Maer in correspondence with MP regarding lack of signal.
Climate Change/Sustainability – Cllr Ziskin and Clerk working on putting together a resource pack but will be long term project.
Defibrillators – Checked and reported as working and registered on the circuit.  Clerk had purchased new pads for the defibrillator in Maer.
War Memorial – Service on 9th November.  Wreath had been ordered and grounds surrounding will be tidied/weeded etc and cleared ready for service.  It was agreed that additional poppies would be crafted by Cllr Ziskin.
Clerk/Councillors’ Feedback –  A quote for a remedial repair to the sign in Aston of £250 was accepted and in April a further grant would be applied for.  Cllr Ziskin attending an anti terrorist workshop.  Cllr R Chatburn hoping to attend Chairmanship training.   Residents in Aston had raised concern over new gateway formed at a property.  It was agreed to contact planning enforcement for guidance.
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting:

25/00661/FUL – Signalisation of A51/A53 junctions at Blackbrook – Variation of condition 6 of planning permission 21/01041/OUT to amend the trigger for provision of off site highways work.  See Highways.
25/00446/OUT – Land Adjacent to Vine Cottage, Blackbrook – Outline planning application (including the detailed matter of means of access) for the erection of 5 no self-build dwellings. Amended Plans.  Cllrs could not see much difference and visibility splay and no specification on sustainable drainage mean our original letter still stands.
25/00537/FUL – Maerfieldgate Farm, Hill Chorlton – Alterations to gable. Cllrs had no objections.
25/00688/PIP – Land to South of Rose Cottage, Hill Chorlton – Erection of 3-6 dwellings.  Cllrs had concerns that this is again in open countryside, outside the village envelope and would result in Baldwins Gate and Hill Chorlton merging into one village.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

25/00185/FUL –  Slaters, Stone Road, Hill Chorlton –Demolition of existing fire damaged shopping village building and construction of six detached dwellings with associated garages. (amended plans received 28.08.2025)  APPLICATION PERMITTED
25/00590/FUL – Long Eaves, Minn Bank – Two storey side extension – Councillors had no objections.  APPLICATION PERMITTED
25/00318/FUL – Willoughbridge Lodge Farm Willoughbridge Lane Willoughbridge - Erection of 2 No. poultry houses and associated infrastructure.  APPLICTION PERMITTED although Cllrs noted 23 conditions but questioned how these would be enforced.
General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications and current developments – items noted.
Neighbourhood Development Plan
NBC Draft Local Plan Consultation.  
25/00626/OUT – Stonehouse Farm, Woodside - Outline planning application for the erection of 7no. dwellings (all matters reserved except for access)
25/00627/ELD - Foresters Bungalow Wood Lane Blackbrook - Application for a certificate of lawfulness for existing use as a Dwellinghouse (unrestricted with full permitted development rights)
22/01105/FUL – Land to the East of Woodside, Baldwins Gate - Residential development for 40 dwellings with associated landscaping, car parking, drainage, and other necessary supporting infrastructure.  APPEAL – original letter sent objecting to this application still stands.





`




To consider the financial position of the Parish Council and authorise
payments due:
Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     2,910.44
Deposit A/C £     7,912.17
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £583.06, Wendy Kinson £19.99 Proposed Cllr G Walters, Seconded Cllr P Barker.
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	583.06
	
	111
	583.06

	W Kinson
	Precept
	  19.99
	
	
	  19.99


External Audit – Clerk explained that she had received correspondence from the external auditors explaining that as the audit was approved on a Thursday this should have been filed on the Friday and not until the Monday.  A figure from the previous year had also been incorrectly copied.
To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday 20th November 2025 7.30pm at Maer Village Hall

Meeting Closed – 9.30 pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date

Print Name …………………………………………………
2

