For approval  16th October 2025

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at  Maer Village Hall  on Thursday 11th  September 2025 7.30pm

Present:     R Chatburn (Acting Chair), G Chatburn, A Mainwaring, G Walters, J Ziskin, E Sudlow, 
Apologies:   M Kelly, P Barker
Declared Items of Interest – None

Minutes of Meeting 17th July 2025  Agreed as a true record - Proposed Cllr G Chatburn and Seconded Cllr J Ziskin
County/Borough Reports – No County report received.  Local government reorganisation proposals will be available for consultation in due course but will not affect Parish Council level.  Latest proposal suggests county being split East and West with Newcastle Borough Council part of west Staffordshire.  NBC has an online questionnaire on the proposals.

Cllr Amy Bryan confirmed that she was no longer on the Planning Committee due to a change in the overall party breakdown and also confirmed that she would not be standing for re-election in May 2026.  
Police Matters – No report received.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways/Winter Gritting. – Cllr G Chatburn to meet with Neil Walker to discuss the A51/A53 junctions with Bellway looking to put in traffic lights during 2026.  Roundabout at end of Woodside estimated to cost £2m whilst traffic lights estimated at  £1m.  Need for roundabout may not be necessary so question whether funds could be diverted for better design at A51/A53 junctions. Cllr G Chatburn also attending further meeting with SCC representative and Reform leader on 24th September.  White Farm is available for sale and land could be used to improve safety.  

TRO for stakeholders received earlier in the day and it was agreed to forward to other PCs for comments to be received by 2nd October 2025.  Cllrs concerned to note that the map shows no right turns at either junction.  Any Bellway traffic coming from the south would be unable to get to the site with the weight limit on Woodside. The Hungersheath, Warmadine Lane and Woodside diversions were not included in the TRO and Cllrs felt the TRO inadequate as it did not address the issues appertaining to the TRO.  Signage was also not included in the TRO.  It was agreed to hold a public meeting at Aston Village Hall on 25 September 7.30pm.  It was also agree to clarify the issue of public consultation with regard the TRO.  Cllr R Chatburn to contact legal department at SCC.  Cllrs G Chatburn and A Mainwaring to co-ordinate reply to Stakeholder TRO.
It was agreed to discuss gritting at next meeting.

Community Issues –  AVH  - continuing 1st Tuesdays. Summer festival/party 19 July had been great success. Pop up pub planned for 27th September and Xmas party plans for later in year.  

Maer – Garden Guild garden visit July 21st with their Annual Show on 18th August.  
BT Openreach – Work planned at bottom of Minn Bank.
Climate Change/Sustainability – Cllr Ziskin and Clerk working on putting together a resource pack but will be long term project.
Defibrillators – Checked and reported as working and registered on the circuit.  

Clerk/Councillors’ Feedback –  Quote for remedial work to Aston sign had come in at £750.  Consider grants available.
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting:

· 25/00626/OUT – Stonehouse Farm, Woodside - Outline planning application for the erection of 7no. dwellings (all matters reserved except for access).  Cllr Bryan confirmed that this application had been ‘called in’ and would be discussed by the Planning Committee.  It was agreed to write objecting on grounds that outside of the village envelope and pressure on local rural road with so many applications already in the pipeline.
· 25/00627/ELD - Foresters Bungalow Wood Lane Blackbrook - Application for a certificate of lawfulness for existing use as a Dwellinghouse (unrestricted with full permitted development rights).  Councillors had no objections.
· 25/00185/FUL –  Slaters, Stone Road, Hill Chorlton –Demolition of existing fire damaged shopping village building and construction of six detached dwellings with associated garages. (amended plans received 28.08.2025)  Changes to the dwelling layout may include some garage space however no change to original objection letter with concern on parking for business.
· 25/00590/FUL – Long Eaves, Minn Bank – Two storey side extension – Councillors had no objections.
· 22/01105/FUL – Land to the East of Woodside, Baldwins Gate - Residential development for 40 dwellings with associated landscaping, car parking, drainage, and other necessary supporting infrastructure.  APPEAL – original letter sent objecting to this application still stands.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· 25/00388/LBC – Aston Manor, Aston – Installation of new boiler to accommodate the vented outlet (retrospective). APPLICATION PERMITTED

 General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications    

and current developments – Councillors noted.
· Neighbourhood Development Plan

· NBC Draft Local Plan Consultation.  

· 25/00318/FUL – Willoughbridge Lodge Farm Willoughbridge Lane Willoughbridge - Erection of 2 No. poultry houses and associated infrastructure.  
· 25/00446/OUT – Land Adjacent to Vine Cottage, Blackbrook – Outline planning application  (including the detailed matter of means of access) for the erection of 5 no self-build dwellings.
To consider the financial position of the Parish Council and authorise
payments due:

Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     3,690.53
Deposit A/C £     7,885.99
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £780.09, Proposed Cllr J Ziskin Seconded Cllr G Walters.
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	780.09
	
	111
	780.09


External Audit – Clerk explained that she had received a telephone call from external auditors explaining that as the audit was approved on a Thursday this should have been filed on the Friday and not until the Monday.  A figure from the previous year had also been incorrectly copied.
To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday 16th October 2025 7.30pm at Aston Village Hall

Meeting Closed – 22.00 pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date

Print Name …………………………………………………
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