For approval  17th July 2025

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at  Maer Village Hall  on Thursday 19th June 2025 7.30pm

Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn, G Chatburn, A Mainwaring, G Walters, P Barker, E Sudlow, A Bryan, ET (MP representative)
Apologies:   J Ziskin
Declared Items of Interest – None

Introduction: The Chairman welcomed Leah Elston Thompson to the meeting who was representing our MP Leigh Ingham who is keen to support local community events.
Minutes of Meeting 15th May 2025  Agreed as a true record - Proposed Cllr R Chatburn and Seconded Cllr P Barker
County/Borough Reports –Clerk had sent message with papers to new County Councillor Helen Arnold but had as yet not received any reply or report.  Cllr Bryan reported that NBC Local Plan now with the planning inspectorate.  Cllr Bryan also confirmed that planning application 25/00318/FUL would be considered at Committee level.
Police Matters – No report or apologies received.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways/Winter Gritting. – Following change in leadership at SCC, MP’s office trying to arrange a meeting with the new SCC divisional head and Bellway homes regarding the design issues at the A51/A53 junctions.  Cllr G Chatburn outlined the problem and concern that the next stage is a Traffic Regulation Order and to date no confirmation that the Parish Council would receive or be able to comment on this document.  Neil Walker at Whitmore arranging a meeting with Bellway Homes and request to be made for Cllrs Mainwaring and G Chatburn to be included.
Cllr Walters reported that one of the stored gritters would be available for the Parish Council at a cost of £500.  Chairman to speak with local farmer to see if this model is suitable for the task.

Community Issues –  Maer VH the Spring Fair -  Sunday18th May 1pm-4pm. was a huge success.. Monday 19th May garden guild meeting had a wonderful illustrated talk on Dragon flies by Kevin Reynolds.  Unfortunately, The Staffordshire wildlife Society has disbanded so we will not be having our regular talks that were arranged by them.  AVH  - continuing 1st Tuesdays. Summer festival/party 19 July. and Xmas party plans for later in year.  
BT Openreach – Cllr G Walters had received written confirmation that activation would be due by Christmas.  Issue of poor signal in storms/bad weather a concern particularly when electricity not available.
Climate Change/Sustainability – Cllr Ziskin had provided a written report that blue bin recycling scheme had been extended to include soft plastics.  NBC only council in Staffordshire with separate food waste collections.
Defibrillators – Checked and reported as working and registered on the circuit.  

Clerk/Councillors’ Feedback –  Cllr J Ziskin raised concern over speed of traffic through the village of Maer however Councillors felt that even in the unlikely event of SCC agreeing to a speed reduction it would be highly unlikely that this could be enforced.
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting:

· 25/00318/FUL – Willoughbridge Lodge Farm Willoughbridge Lane Willoughbridge - Erection of 2 No. poultry houses and associated infrastructure.  Although in neighbouring Parish Councillors had concerns on noise, odour, traffic on narrow rural road and most importantly concern on environmental grounds/water pollution into River Tern.  A letter to planning outlining concerns had been sent.  A number of Parish Councillors had attended public meeting at Dorothy Clive Gardens opposing this application.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· 22/01105/FUL Land to East of Woodside, Baldwins Gate – Residential development for 40 dwellings with associated landscaping, car parking, drainage and other necessary supporting infrastructure. (Further amended plans received and description change.   Cllrs understood that Whitmore Parish Council are unlikely to allow third party to speak on their behalf or use their time at a planning committee meeting in the future. APPLICATION REFUSED

· 25/00196/FUL – Meadow View, Minn Bank, Aston – Proposed summerhouse in the north-west corner of the garden.  APPLICATION PERMITTED

· 25/00075/FUL – Weston Meres Farm, Maer – Change of use from existing brick barns from agricultural to residential use and associated alteration for refurbishment into a dwelling.  APPLICATION PERMITTED

    9.    General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications    

and current developments –

· Neighbourhood Development Plan – Whitmore Parish Council in discussion with consultant on next stages.
· NBC Draft Local Plan Consultation.  

· 25/00185/FUL – Slaters, Stone Road, Hill Chorlton – Demolition of existing fire damaged shopping village building and construction of six detached dwellings with associated garages.   Application now ‘called in’ and will be heard at full planning committee.
To consider the financial position of the Parish Council and authorise
payments due:

Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     4,616.44
Deposit A/C £     7,863.50
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £471.53, Proposed Cllr Walters Seconded Cllr Mainwaring
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	471.53
	
	111
	471.53


To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday 17h July 2025 7.30pm at Aston Village Hall

Meeting Closed – 22.00 pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date

Print Name …………………………………………………
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