For approval 19 June 2025

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at  Aston Village Hall  on Thursday 15th May 2025 7.30pm

Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn, G Chatburn, A Mainwaring, G Walters, P Barker, J Ziskin, E Sudlow, 1 x Member of the Public
Apologies:    PCSO C Hodgkinson
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting 17 April 2025  Agreed as a true record - Proposed Cllr R Chatburn and Seconded Cllr G Chatburn.
County/Borough Reports – No reports had been received.  Clerk had sent message with papers to new County Councillor Helen Arnold but had as yet not received any reply.
Police Matters – PCSO Colin Hodgkinson had sent a written report with details of local issues of crime.  Bates Farm is due to re-open later this month.  Councillors were concerned that details of two road traffic accidents were not included in the report.  An accident between two motorcycle and a car resulted in a fatality.  Two incidents reported of fly tipping on private land in Aston area.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways/Winter Gritting. – Councillors were pleased to note that our MP had raised the issue of the A51/A53 junctions in Parliament.  In addition Cllr G Chatburn had received a copy of a letter from CEO of Staffordshire CC (P Flaherty) following letter from MP.  It was agreed that in replying to Nick Shaw, a request be made for an invitation to join the meeting with Bellway Homes.  It was felt that a public meeting would be held however it would be more effective once TRO has been issued.  Three road closures announced in Aston area 20th and 30th May and 6th June.  As old gritter is not repairable it has been scrapped.  Cllr Walters hopeful of negotiations on acquiring a new one.

Community Issues –  Maer VH 18th May Spring Fair 1-4pm.  Garden Guild holding a talk on dragonflies 19th May. AVH continuing 1st Tuesdays.  Pop up pub successful and AGM  was well supported with 4 new trustees appointed.  Summer festival/party 19 July. and Xmas party plans for later in year.  
BT Openreach – Cllr G Walters contacting to clarify confusing information regarding landline connections.
Climate Change/Sustainability – no further information.
Defibrillators – Checked and reported as working and registered on the circuit.  

Clerk/Councillors’ Feedback – 
(i) Cllr J Ziskin raised concern on wildfires following dry weather and it was agreed to prepare advice for notice boards.

(ii) Cllr R Chatburn raised concern of walkers (and dogs) in Maer Hills with reports of poisonous snakes (adders).  It was agreed to print and post posters warning of dangers.

(iii) Clerk reported on request of support from SPCA regarding solar farm proposed in South East of the county.
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting:

· 25/00318/FUL – Willoughbridge Lodge Farm Willoughbridge Lane Willoughbridge - Erection of 2 No. poultry houses and associated infrastructure.  Although in neighbouring Parish Councillors had concerns on noise, odour, traffic on narrow rural road and most importantly concern on environmental grounds/water pollution into River Tern.  A letter to planning outlining concerns to be sent.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· 25/00080/OUT – Rose Cottage, Woodside – Proposal to create 5 properties Cllrs objected on grounds DC2 of NDP over intensive development.  APPLICATION PERMITTED – Councillors were disappointed and agreed that letter be sent to MP outlining these additional properties, plus further 44 in Woodside, together with further 300 at Loggerheads already in the pipeline that further infrastructure should be supported.
· Forrester’s Bungalow – Clerk had received a ‘Certificate of Lawfulness’ regarding land used as garden.
General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications    

and current developments –

· Neighbourhood Development Plan

· NBC Draft Local Plan Consultation.  

· 22/01105/FUL Land to East of Woodside, Baldwins Gate – Residential development for 40 dwellings with associated landscaping, car parking, drainage and other necessary supporting infrastructure. (Further amended plans received and description change.

· 25/00075/FUL – Weston Meres Farm, Maer – Change of use from existing brick barns from agricultural to residential use and associated alteration for refurbishment into a dwelling.
· 25/00185/FUL – Slaters, Stone Road, Hill Chorlton – Demolition of existing fire damaged shopping village building and construction of six detached dwellings with associated garages.  Cllr A Mainwaring had drafted detailed reply and clerk had received thanks from neighbouring parish chairman.
· 25/00196/FUL – Meadow View, Minn Bank, Aston – Proposed summerhouse in the north-west corner of the garden.





`





To consider the financial position of the Parish Council and authorise
payments due:

Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     5,685.04
Deposit A/C £     7,863.50
Clerk reported that precept had been deposited on 10th April however no additional grant monies had been included.
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £406.32, Proposed Cllr Ziskin Seconded Cllr Barker.
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	406.32
	
	111
	406.32


To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday 19th June 2025 7.30pm at Maer Village Hall

Meeting Closed – 21.45 pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date

Print Name …………………………………………………
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