For approval 15 May 2025

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at  Maer Village Hall  on Thursday 17 April 2025 7.30pm

Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn, G Chatburn, A Mainwaring, G Walters, P Barker, E Sudlow, P Nothcott, 2 x Members of the Public
Apologies:    J Ziskin, A Bryan
Prior to the start of the meeting the Chairman thanked Cllr P Northcott for his support over many years as our County Councillor and made a small presentation on his retirement.
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting 20 March 2025  Agreed as a true record - Proposed Cllr P Barker and Seconded Cllr G Chatburn.
County/Borough Reports – Cllr Northcott reported that the blue bin recycling scheme was now expanded to take more plastic.  Further investment in Newcastle town centre with new Aspire housing planned.  A new mayor has now been appointed.  Cllr Northcott confirmed that a pothole repair team were in the area 10-11 May,  currently with a new product and an additional machine had been purchased.  An increase in universal credit including young claimants.
Police Matters – No police report received despite requests.  Reports of aggravated burglary in Loggerheads and attempted car theft.

Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways/Winter Gritting. – No response as yet to letters to Simon Hawe and Leigh Ingham MP following site meeting.  Cllr Mainwaring attended the liaison group meeting with Bellway Homes in Baldwins Gate however most of conversations were regarding cleaning schedules on the A53 through the village.  No information was available on any developments at Blackbrook.  Suggested that the roundabout planned for A53/Woodside could be re-located to Blackbrook and swapped with traffic lights?  Surveyors recently spotted on A51 were nothing to do with the junctions but a private house survey.  Not cost effective to repair current gritter and to be scrapped.
Community Issues –  Maer VH Maer memorabilia on display 21-22nd March very successful despite low turnout. 18th May Spring Fair.   AVH continuing 1st Tuesdays.  Fish & Chip quiz on 28th March went well despite low numbers and food delivery.  Pop up pub planned for 9 May and summer festival/party 19 July. and Xmas party plans for later in year.  
BT Openreach – No further information.
Climate Change/Sustainability – Cllr Ziskin reported that she would look into the extended recycling items in the blue bin.
Defibrillators – Checked and reported as working and registered on the circuit.  

Clerk/Councillors’ Feedback – 
(i) Cllr G Chatburn reported that a pressure group were looking at reinstating HS2 and looking to keep property purchased along the route to be kept for future use.sta
(ii) Clerk had received a copy of Stoke-on-Trent Statement of Community Involvement.

List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting:

· 25/00185/FUL – Slaters, Stone Road, Hill Chorlton – Demolition of existing fire damaged shopping village building and construction of six detached dwellings with associated garages.  Councillors objected to the proposal with concerns on lack of car parking with 5 bed houses and single garages.  No information on car parking for wedding venue and concern on event parking as A51 parking would be dangerous.  Overall proposal unsustainable.
· 25/00196/FUL – Meadow View, Minn Bank, Aston – Proposed summerhouse in the north-west corner of the garden.  Cllrs had no objections.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· 25/00076/FUL – Dorothy Clive Gardens, Willoughbridge – Change of use from agricultural land to arboretum. No objections - APPLICATION PERMITTED

· 24/00631/FUL – Willoughbridge Wells Lodge, Willoughbridge – Replacement of bungalow with new self build dwelling and detached garage including extension to existing domestic curtilage APPLICATION PERMITTED

· 24/00803/FUL – Maerfieldgate Farm, Stone Road – Erection of a self-build dwelling (amendments to dwelling approved at appeal) APPLICATION PERMITTED

    General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications    

and current developments –

· Neighbourhood Development Plan

· NBC Draft Local Plan Consultation.  

· 24/00732/AGR – Weymouth Farm, Willoughbridge – Steel framed agricultural building for housing livestock. WITHDRAWN

· 25/00080/OUT – Rose Cottage, Woodside – Proposal to create 5 properties Cllrs objected on grounds DC2 of NDP over intensive development
· 22/01105/FUL Land to East of Woodside, Baldwins Gate – Residential development for 40 dwellings with associated landscaping, car parking, drainage and other necessary supporting infrastructure. (Further amended plans received and description change.

· 25/00075/FUL – Weston Meres Farm, Maer – Change of use from existing brick barns from agricultural to residential use and associated alteration for refurbishment into a dwelling.





`






To consider the financial position of the Parish Council and authorise
payments due:

Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     5,760.04
Deposit A/C £        425.50
Clerk and Chairman had arranged bank transfer however precept had not yet been paid into the deposit account.  Clerk to write to Cllr Bryan and request clarification.
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £398.00, Staffordshire PC Ass £189.28 Proposed Cllr Walters Seconded Cllr Barker.
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	398.00
	
	111
	398.00

	Staffordshire Parish Councils Ass
	Precept
	189.28
	
	
	189.28


To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday 15 May 2025 following APM at Aston Village Hall

Meeting Closed – 21.15 pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date

Print Name …………………………………………………
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