For approval 17 April 2025

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at  Aston Village Hall  on Thursday 20 March 2025 7.30pm

Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn, G Chatburn, J Ziskin, A Mainwaring, G Walters, P Barker, E Sudlow, A Bryan
Apologies:    P Northcott, Luke Verrall,
Prior to the start of the meeting the Chairman called for a minute’s silence in remembrance of Cllr Barry Panter, the recently deceased Mayor of Newcastle-under-Lyme.
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting 20 February 2025  Agreed as a true record - Proposed Cllr R Chatburn and Seconded Cllr G Chatburn.
County/Borough Reports – Cllr Bryan outlined 6 options being considered in local government reorganisation. Cllr Bryan confirmed that Rose Cottage planning application had been ‘called in’ thanks to Cllr Mainwaring for swift response for details.  County Council elections in May and Cllr Northcott stepping down for health reasons.  New Conservative candidate from Loggerheads standing.

Police Matters – It was agreed to forward information on the Highways issue at Hungersheath.  Cllr R Chatburn reported that she had been consulted by Police over suspicious person in the Aston area.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways/Winter Gritting. – Chairman thanked all Councillors who had attended the site visit at Hungersheath on 14th March 2025.  Main points raised from the meeting with Staffordshire Highways engineer, MP’s representative and Parish Councillors from Loggerheads PC highlighted in RC’s minutes.  SCC Highways will not consider fatal accidents unless there have been at least 3 within 5 years!  Councillors were disappointed that best outcome would be improved signage and speed reduction as Highways would not acknowledge any of the points raised. MP may be in a position to persuade developers to work together to improve the junctions and Cllr Mainwaring agreed to attend liaison group meeting with representatives from Whitmore and Bellway Homes on 24 March. Consider asking Bellway to change road safety audit to include 1) allow right-hand turn at junction, 2) realign the junction to make it easier for HGV traffic, 3) close Warmadine Lane cut through.. Cllrs R & G Chatburn to draft letters to Staffordshire Highways and MP. Loggerheads PC has requested speed reduction and better visibility splays at Hungersheath and may approach developers for further funding. Agreed to copy Loggerheads PC into further correspondence.
Community Issues –  Maer VH Maer memorabilia on display 21-22nd March. Quiz 22nd March,  Pre Easter fair and art competition for children  April 5th.  Book Fair 13th April.  18th May Spring Fair.   AVH continuing 1st Tuesdays.  Fish & Chip quiz on 28th March.  Pop up pub, summer festival and Xmas party plans for later in year.  
BT Openreach – No further information.
Climate Change/Sustainability –No further information.

Defibrillators – Checked and reported as working and registered on the circuit.  

Clerk/Councillors’ Feedback – No reports
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting:

· 22/01105/FUL Land to East of Woodside, Baldwins Gate – Residential development for 40 dwellings with associated landscaping, car parking, drainage and other necessary supporting infrastructure. (Further amended plans received and description change.

25/00075/FUL – Weston Meres Farm, Maer – Change of use from existing brick barns from agricultural to residential use and associated alteration for refurbishment into a dwelling
· 25/00119/ELD – Forester’s Bungalow, Wood Lane, Blackbrook – certificate of lawfulness for the use of land as a garden.  No documents to support the application.  
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· 24/00627/FUL – Swan with Two Necks, Blackbrook – Installation of a ground mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) system with ground screw foundations in the garden area with a GRP installed to support the system and installation of fencing to prevent unauthorised access. APPLICATION PERMITTED
· 24/00803/FUL – Maerfieldgate Farm, Stone Road – Erection of a self-build dwelling (amendments to dwelling approved at appeal) APPLICATION PERMITTED. Councillors disappointed that issues regarding access from A51 not addressed.
· 24/00631/FUL – Willoughbridge Wells Lodge, Willoughbridge – Replacement of bungalow with new self build dwelling and detached garage including extension to existing domestic curtilage APPLICATION PERMITTED
General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications    

and current developments –

· Neighbourhood Development Plan

· NBC Draft Local Plan Consultation.  

· 24/00732/AGR – Weymouth Farm, Willoughbridge – Steel framed agricultural building for housing livestock.
· 25/00080/OUT – Rose Cottage, Woodside – Proposal to create 5 properties Cllrs objected on grounds DC2 of NDP over intensive development
· 25/00076/FUL – Dorothy Clive Gardens, Willoughbridge – Change of use from agricultural land to arboretum. No objections





`






To consider the financial position of the Parish Council and authorise
payments due:

Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     1,506.46
Deposit A/C £     5,407.38
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £416.97, Zurich Municipal Insurance £304.00, Maer VH £75.00, Aston VH £75, M Kelly £25.45 Proposed Cllr Barker Seconded Cllr Walters.
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	416.97
	
	111
	416.97

	Zurich Municipal
	Precept
	304.00
	
	
	304.00

	Maer VH
	Precept
	 75.00
	
	
	  75.00

	Aston VH
	Precept
	 75.00
	
	
	  75.00

	M Kelly
	Precept
	  25.45
	
	
	  25.45


To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday 17 April 2025 at 7.30pm at Maer Village Hall

Meeting Closed – 21.15 pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date

Print Name …………………………………………………
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