For approval 20 March 2025

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at  Maer Village Hall  on Thursday 20 February 2025 7.30pm

Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn, G Chatburn, J Ziskin, A Mainwaring, G Walters, P Northcott, E Sudlow, plus one member of the public
Apologies:    P Barker,  Luke Verrall,
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting 16 January  2025  Agreed as a true record - Proposed Cllr G Walters and Seconded Cllr R Chatburn.
County/Borough Reports – Cllr P Northcott announced that he had decided not to stand at the next election 1st May due to health issues. There is an online petition available regarding possible amalgamation of councils.  Results awaited from the Care Quality Commission following recent inspection.  Analysis underway in highway repairs regarding causes and long term solutions..  SCC have 220 apprentices and are celebrating National Apprentice Day.  Council tax levy for forthcoming year agreed.  At NBC Whalleys Quarry currently in appeal against enforced closure and residents are urged to continue reporting of foul odours.  Local Plan has now been submitted but is expected that the housing need figure will rise in line with Central Government objectives.  Neighbourhood Development Plans are valid if the 5 year housing supply is valid. Car parking strategy provides more electric charging units and a reduction in carbon emissions.
Police Matters – Clerk reported that incident of oil theft in Maer village recently.  Request regular report if unable to attend meeting.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways/Winter Gritting. – General feeling of disappointment with the lack of response or poor replies in regard to PC’s protests regarding the developer plan to ‘improve’ the junctions of the A51/A53 and no response for site visit.  Agreed to forward available Friday dates and Clerk to arrange site meeting to which MP’s representative may be able to attend along with Highways and local Councillors.  A FOI request has been made to Highways regarding why no right hand turn can be conducted at the A road junction and also can they guarantee traffic on Hungersheath Lane would be safe. Clerk to forward information to MP.  Objection regarding TRO on roundabout at end of Woodside forwarded.  Further supply of grit had been made to the grit bins.
Community Issues –  Maer VH has installed new heating system which can be controlled remotely and a door entry system with different codes for users.  New insulation is now planned.  Knit & Natter group raising money for Alzheimer’s Research by knitting every day in March.  Shrove Tuesday 4th March event, quiz 22nd March, Staffordshire Wildlife talk on hedgehogs 7th March although attendance is falling.  Maer memorabilia on display 21-22nd March.  Pre Easter fair and art competition for children  April 5th.  AVH continuing 1st Tuesdays.  Fish & Chip quiz on 28th March.  Pop up pub, summer festival and Xmas party plans for later in year.  Clerk reported that Active Living Group had been awarded an Unsung Heroes Award through SCC.  
BT Openreach – Despite recent roadworks on Minn Bank no further progress on connections.  Concern has been expressed over lack of signal when power is cut.
Climate Change/Sustainability –No further information.

Defibrillators – Checked and reported as working and registered on the circuit.  

Civic Pride – Clerk reported that NBC had forwarded details of programme for October to improve your local area.  Ideas for litter picks to be considered.

Clerk/Councillors’ Feedback – Cllr Kelly requested volunteer to attend Gayron VH for SPCA seminar on the Rural Area on 5th March.  Cllr R Chatburn raised thanks to Gardening Angels in Aston village .
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting:

· 24/00803/FUL – Maerfieldgate Farm, Stone Road – Erection of a self-build dwelling (amendments to dwelling approved at appeal).  Cllrs confused over how many applications for the same site.  Latest proposal includes garage and driveway using the old A51 and Cllrs object on grounds that this opening contravenes highways and is dangerous as it is near the brow of the hill.
· 25/00076/FUL – Dorothy Clive Gardens, Willoughbridge – Change of use from Agricultural Land to Arboretum. No objections from Councillors.
· 25/00080/OUT – Rose Cottage, Woodside, Hill Chorlton – Cllrs agreed to request ‘call in’ on grounds of against NDP, in particular DC2 and intensive over development of the site.
8.  To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· 24/00847/FUL Maerway Lane Farm, Maerway Lane, Minn Bank – Variation of conditions 2 and 3 of planning permission 22/00152/FUL – APPLICATION PERMITTED

    9.    General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications    

and current developments –

· Neighbourhood Development Plan

· NBC Draft Local Plan Consultation.  

· 22/01105/FUL Land to East of Woodside, Baldwins Gate – Residential development for 40 dwellings with associated landscaping, car parking, drainage and other necessary supporting infrastructure. (Amended plans received and description change.

· 24/00631/FUL – Willoughbridge Wells Lodge, Willoughbridge – Replacement of bungalow with new self build dwelling and detached garage including extension to existing domestic curtilage
· 24/00732/AGR – Weymouth Farm, Willoughbridge – Steel framed agricultural building for housing livestock.
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To consider the financial position of the Parish Council and authorise

payments due:

Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     1,924.26
Deposit A/C £     5,407.38
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £387.80 Proposed Cllr Walters Seconded Cllr Mainwaring.
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	387.80
	
	111
	387.80


To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday 20 March 2025 at 7.30pm at Aston Village Hall

Meeting Closed – 10.15pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date

Print Name …………………………………………………
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