For approval 20 February 2025

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at  Aston Village Hall  on Thursday 16 January 2025 7.30pm

Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn, G Chatburn, J Ziskin, A Mainwaring, G Walters, P Barker, E Sudlow, plus two members of the public
Apologies:    P Barker,  Luke Verrall,
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting  19 December  2024  Agreed as a true record - Proposed Cllr G Walters and Seconded Cllr A Mainwaring.

County/Borough Reports – No reports received.
Police Matters – Clerk reported that incident of abandoned van at the lane to Maer was being investigated further by police.  A broken-down lorry turning into Hungersheath lane had blocked the road for some considerable time.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways/Winter Gritting. – General feeling of disappointment with the lack of response or poor replies in regard to PC’s protests regarding the developer plan to ‘improve’ the junctions of the A51/A53.  MP’s office has been in touch and has written to SCC Highways and is chasing up on requests for site visit.  Involvement of Loggerheads PC very welcome and an excellent letter written.  Further letters to be composed in due course.  Further grit had been delivered with 500kgs at Aston and Maer.  Thanks extended to Cllr Walters for spreading at Minn Bank and Clerk for Maer village.  A TRO had been received for the new roundabout at the end of Woodside and the Baldwins Gate Farm development.  Councillors look forward to the TRO for Blackbrook A51/A53 junctions.
Community Issues –  AVH continuing with First Tuesday coffee mornings each month and more events to be agreed.  MVH having AGM on 27th January, pub night on 8th February and morning coffee café for Shrove Tuesday on 4th March.  Village Halls week 17-23 March.  St Peter’s Church holding quiz 22nd March. Active Living Group attending Unsung Heroes event at SCC on 31st January.
BT Openreach – Delays on connection to properties in Minn Bank.
Climate Change/Sustainability –No further information.

Defibrillators – Checked and reported as working and registered on the circuit.  

Clerk/Councillors’ Feedback – no items
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting:

· 24/00847/FUL Maerway Lane Farm, Maerway Lane, Minn Bank – Variation of conditions 2 and 3 of planning permission 22/00152/FUL.  Councillors had not reported any problems with this application, however some 5 separate residents close to the property in question were concerned regarding light pollution as lights remain on 24hours every day and the angle of the lights reflects onto their properties.  It was agreed that letter would be sent although it was noted that the consultation period had passed, requesting a condition regarding limiting lighting.  A further notification regarding the re-routing of a local footpath (No 8) which had been instigated by the owners of this property, had been received with the Order now complete.  This was noted by Councillors.
· 24/00732/AGR – Weymouth Farm, Willoughbridge – Steel framed agricultural building for housing livestock.  Councillors had no objections.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· 24/00759/FUL – 9 Maer Village, Maer – Proposed loft conversion with dormer and roof windows to rear. APPLICATION PERMITTED – Cllrs noted.
 General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications and current developments – 

· Neighbourhood Development Plan

· NBC Draft Local Plan Consultation.  Cllrs noted with concern that Rule 6 status has reportedly been withdrawn on sites as NBC cannot afford appeals.
· 22/01105/FUL Land to East of Woodside, Baldwins Gate – Residential development for 40 dwellings with associated landscaping, car parking, drainage and other necessary supporting infrastructure. (Amended plans received and description change.

· 24/00631/FUL – Willoughbridge Wells Lodge, Willoughbridge – Replacement of bungalow with new self build dwelling and detached garage including extension to existing domestic curtilage
· 


.








To consider the financial position of the Parish Council and authorise

payments due:

Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     2,935.75
Deposit A/C £     5,407.38
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £659.59 (including grit delivery),  SPCA training £30 – Proposed Cllr Mainwaring Seconded Cllr Barker.
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	659.49
	
	111
	659.49

	SPCA
	Precept
	  30.00
	
	
	  30.00


To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday 20 February 2025 at 7.30pm at Maer Village Hall

Meeting Closed – 9.00pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date

Print Name …………………………………………………
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