For approval 16 January 2025

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at Maer Village Hall  on Thursday 19 December 2024 7.30pm

Present:     M Kelly (Chair), J Ziskin, A Mainwaring, G Walters, P Barker,  A Bryan,  E Sudlow, Cllr P Northcott
Apologies:     R Chatburn, G Chatburn, Luke Verrall,
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting  21 November  2024  Agreed as a true record - Proposed Cllr G Walters and Seconded Cllr A Mainwaring.

County/Borough Reports – Cllr Bryan reported that the new multi storey car park in Newcastle town centre would open early January 2025 with the old multi-storey in the midway would close. A planning application for 3 additional self build homes at the end of Fairgreen Road, Baldwins Gate had been called in due to the ecological value of the land. Cllr P Northcott outlined scheme for link up with libraries offering free sanitary items on request.  December 21st Longest Night  Campaign which will result in public buildings lighting up green highlighting suicide issues.  SCC adopting a climate change charter.   Family support services to be reshaped following feedback.  Whalleys quarry has been closed by Environment Agency however the owners are appealing.  Road repairs continuing.  School attendance also highlighted with a Little Heroes campaign which is a new approach which has won national award.  SCC has a 3 year plan and balanced the books for the current budget.  Rather than support winter fuel allowances, SCC will help improve fuel efficiency and promoting warmer spaces.  Hospital is under pressure with winter viruses but coping.
Police Matters – No issues reported

Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways/Winter Gritting. – General feeling of disappointment with the lack of response or poor replies in regard to PC’s protests regarding the developer plan to ‘improve’ the junctions of the A51/A53.  MP’s office has been in touch and has written to SCC Highways.  Cllr Northcott pointed out that due to plan not objected to at initial planning consultation or raised at the appeal, there is only Secretary of State who can change ruling.  Cllr Walters still awaiting further information on possible spreader/gritter.  Road into Maer continues to flood and issue raised with Highways.
Community Issues –  Recent events at Maer VH of Christmas light switch on, carol service, craft fayre & café, Robin Hood local history talk all proved very successful.  Aston VH Christmas party was cancelled due to storm Darragh and power cuts. A quiz is to be arranged for January 2025.  Active Living Group Christmas lunch held and a New Year theatre visit planned for 3rd January.
BT Openreach – Some properties on the Pipegate interchange have been connected.  No further information on remaining properties.
Climate Change/Sustainability –No further information.

Defibrillators – Checked and reported as working and registered on the circuit.  Recent problem with power cuts and lack of mobile signal in the area, highlighted possible problem accessing the defibrillators.  It was agreed to identify 10 Defibrillator Code Guardians in Maer who would be issued with the code and could pass on in the event of a medical emergency if medical assistance cannot be contacted.
Clerk/Councillors’ Feedback – no items
Dates for 2025 – dates for 2025 meetings distributed continuing 3rd Thursday of each month.

Setting Precept 25/26 -  It was agreed to request an increase of 1.99% or precept of £7,437.  Although Cllrs were concerned the cost of inflation would be more than 1.99%, it was acknowledged that the cost of consulting residents would be greater than the additional monies.  Proposed Cllr A Mainwaring, seconded Cllr G Walters.

List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting: 
· 24/00631/FUL – Willoughbridge Wells Lodge, Willoughbridge – Replacement of bungalow with new self build dwelling and detached garage including extension to existing domestic curtilage.  Cllrs had no objections.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· 24/00471/FUL – Rose Cottage, Woodside - Subdivision of existing dwelling and conversion of existing domestic outbuilding (including external alterations and extensions) to create a total of three dwellings. Letter written on grounds of unsustainability and supporting comments by Staffordshire Highways.  APPLICATION PERMITTED

General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications and current developments – 

· Neighbourhood Development Plan – Cllr A Mainwaring had sought advice from planning consultant who confirmed that no action can be taken following the Planning Inspectorate’s decision unless Secretary of State over turns.
· NBC Draft Local Plan Consultation.  

· 22/01105/FUL Land to East of Woodside, Baldwins Gate – Residential development for 40 dwellings with associated landscaping, car parking, drainage and other necessary supporting infrastructure. (Amended plans received and description change.

· 24/00759/FUL – 9 Maer Village, Maer - Proposed loft conversion with dormer and roof windows to rear.  Cllrs had no objections


.








To consider the financial position of the Parish Council and authorise

payments due:

Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     3,343.25
Deposit A/C £     5,376.67

A transfer of £3000 from the deposit account to the precept account had been completed.  Clerk advised that bank mandate needs updating and would arrange with Chairman and V Chairman.
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £407.50,  Staffordshire CC (website host) £100, Forvis Mazars (external audit) £252.00 – Proposed Cllr J Ziskin Seconded Cllr A Mainwaring. 

	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	407.50
	
	111
	407.50

	Stafford

CC
	Precept
	100.00
	
	
	100.00

	Forvis Mazars
	Precept
	252.00
	
	
	252.00


To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday 16 January 2025 at 7.30pm at Aston Village Hall

Meeting Closed – 9.50pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date

Print Name …………………………………………………
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