For approval 19 December 2024


Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at Aston Village Hall  on Thursday 21 November 2024 7.30pm

Present:     M Kelly (Chair), J Ziskin, G Chatburn, R Chatburn, A Mainwaring, G Walters, P Barker,  A Bryan,  E Sudlow 
Apologies:     Luke Verrall, Cllr P Northcott
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting  17 October  2024  Agreed as a true record - Proposed Cllr P Barker and Seconded Cllr J Ziskin.

County/Borough Reports – No County report. Cllr Bryan reported that the Local Plan is now going to the Planning Inspectorate for inspection by the end of 2024. A number of regeneration projects planned across various areas of the Brough.  A problem was raised regarding the loss of parking close to the town centre, particularly for the disabled and Cllr Bryan agreed to take forward.  Superfast broadband to be extended across Newcastle-under-Lyme.
Police Matters – No issues reported

Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways/Winter Gritting. – General feeling of disappointment with the lack of response or poor replies in regard to PC’s protests regarding the developer plan to ‘improve’ the junctions of the A51/A53.  Following Cllr G Chatburn’s 5 minute talk at NBC Planning Committee meeting, Borough Councillors had agreed that the Chairman write to SCC Highways highlighting their concerns however Cllr Northcott would not copy in the  Parish Council until he had received a reply.   A stage 2 road safety audit would need to be undertaken however Cllrs concerned Highways stubbornly sticking with developer’s plan and no acknowledgement of HS2 material change.  Possibility of starting a petition and should 1000 signatures be raised, County Cllr would have to raise at full council and 5000 signatures a nominated person can speak at full council.  Two further planning appeals in Loggerheads would put further pressure on these junctions and Cllr G Chatburn requested opportunity to speak.  Enquire into costs of private road safety audit and advice from planning consultant on next steps to be sought.
New grit bin has been placed in Aston village centre.  Cllr Walters to chase quote for new  spreaders currently stored in Aston.
Community Issues –  Wildlife talk on garden birds 29th November, Christmas light switch on December 1st. Craft fayre and café Sunday 8th December. History Talk on Robin Hood on 13th December. The annual calendar now available.  Aston VH - Christmas party with live band 7th December, Tree lighting/carol service 13th December.  Quiz planned for 28th January 2025.
BT Openreach – Some properties on the Pipegate interchange have been connected.  No further information on remaining properties.
Climate Change/Sustainability –No further information.

Defibrillators – Checked and reported as working and registered on the circuit.   

Clerk/Councillors’ Feedback – 

a) Clerk reported that she and Cllr Ziskin would like to make a further 25-30 additional poppies, including white ones to represent civilian losses.  Predicted cost of around £25 agreed. Proposed Cllr Barker Seconded Cllr R Chatburn.

List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting: 
· 24/00759/FUL – 9 Maer Village, Maer - Proposed loft conversion with dormer and roof windows to rear.  Cllrs had no objections.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· 24/00527/FUL- Fox Gates, Minn Bank – Construction of two bedroom and two bathrooms over existing lounge and kitchen.  Cllrs had no objections to this application. APPLICATION APPROVED

· 23/00246/FUL – Maerfieldgate Farm, Stone Road – APPEAL – Proposed construction of self build dwelling and custom built house. APPEAL ALLOWED

General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications and current developments – 

· Neighbourhood Development Plan

· NBC Draft Local Plan Consultation.  

· 22/01105/FUL Land to East of Woodside, Baldwins Gate – Residential development for 40 dwellings with associated landscaping, car parking, drainage and other necessary supporting infrastructure. (Amended plans received and description change.

· 24/00471/FUL – Rose Cottage, Woodside - Subdivision of existing dwelling and conversion of existing domestic outbuilding (including external alterations and extensions) to create a total of three dwellings. Letter written on grounds of unsustainability and supporting comments by Staffordshire Highways.



.








To consider the financial position of the Parish Council and authorise

payments due:

Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     1,185.07
Deposit A/C £     8,376.67

It was agreed to transfer £3000 from the deposit account to the precept account, Proposed Cllr A Mainwaring Seconded Cllr G Walters.
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £821.83 (including landscaping at war memorial) Proposed Cllr A Mainwaring Seconded Cllr G Walters. 

	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	821.83
	
	111
	821.83


To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday 19 December 2024 at 7.30pm at Maer Village Hall

Meeting Closed – 9.00pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date

Print Name …………………………………………………

