Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at Aston Village Hall  on Thursday 12th September 2024 at 7.30pm

Present:     M Kelly (Chair), J Ziskin,  R Chatburn, G Chatburn, A Mainwaring, G Walters,  A Bryan, P Northcott. E Sudlow, C Cliff, M Cliff, R Mottershead
Apologies:     P Barker
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting  18 July  2024– Under Community Issues R Chatburn requested that PAT testing was available for fee of £1 and that Councillors had ‘noted’ Baldwins Gate Surgery opening times.” Agreed as a true record - Proposed Cllr G Walters and Seconded Cllr G Chatburn..

County/Borough Reports – Cllr A Bryan reported that after the summer break no committee meetings had as yet taken place Cllr Bryan had started her surgeries 30 minutes prior to Parish Council meetings.  Cllr Bryan had complained about the height of the sign put up for Baldwins Gate Farm development.
Cllr P Northcott reported that pothole repair blitz currently in operation in the area.  Grants for voluntary/community improvement now open.  A programme raising awareness of health issues due to poverty/low income currently running through libraries.  Hospitals coping at the current time.

Police Matters – New PCSO appointed to replace Gemma Crank is Luke Verrall.  A road traffic accident at Willoughbridge/Lea Head Manor blocked A51 for a time.  A burglary in Bent Lane was disturbed by the owner and no items stolen.  Cllr Bryan reported that she is questioning the time taken to train speedwatch volunteers. Two response officers have left.  There are 6 Rural Crime Team Officers covering Newcastle Rural and Staffordshire Moorlands.  There is an open day 15th September at Headquarters in Stafford.  

Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways/Winter Gritting. – 
Community Issues –  Maer Village Hall held a successful book fair in August and have a talk on Crete 16 September, Garden Guild Show 16 September, Harvest Supper 23rd September, Apple Day 6th October, History Talk following Battle of Blore Heath and mass graves at Market Drayton 11 October followed by a further talk on Robin Hood on 6th December. The annual calendar photographic show and competition 20th October, History of Maer Horticultural Society on 21st October.   Aston VH have 21st September coffee & bacon butties get together, a pop up pub on 18th October, Christmas party with live band 7th December, Tree lighting/carol service 13th December.  Whitmore & District Active Living Group agreed to drop the ‘Whitmore & District’ from their name at their recent AGM.
BT Openreach – Mr Robert Rowen and Mr Paul Chatwin attended previous zoom meeting but Councillors disappointed they did not attend First Tuesday at Aston as arranged. No further information received.
Climate Change/Sustainability –Information on grants available recently released.  Cllr Ziskin looking at compost bin idea and possibilities around heat pumps and insultation.
Defibrillators – Checked and reported as working.   Aston VH defibrillator is not suitable for children.  In an emergency asking ‘Alexa’ can help with administering CPR. 

Consultation Maer Hills – No further information had been received from Norbury Timber 

Clerk/Councillors’ Feedback – 

a) Clerk reported that she had received a poster on how to access urgent care.
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting: 
· 24/00471/FUL – Rose Cottage, Woodside - Subdivision of existing dwelling and conversion of existing domestic outbuilding (including external alterations and extensions) to create a total of three dwellings. Letter written on grounds of unsustainability and supporting comments by Staffordshire Highways.
· 24/00527/FUL- Fox Gates, Minn Bank – Construction of two bedroom and two bathrooms over existing lounge and kitchen.  Cllrs had no objections to this application.
· 24/00528/FUL – Vine Cottage, Blackbrook – Variation of condition 3 of planning permission 23/00857/FUL to enable the existing dwelling to be retained as an annexe.  Cllrs requested a strong condition limiting use of the existing dwelling to the owners of Vine Cottage. 
· 24/00522/FUL – Land between 2 & 3 School Lane, Aston – Change of use from grassland to form residential curtilage of 2 School Lane, including erection of a detached garage and two no outbuildings (retrospective).  Cllrs disappointed with retrospective planning application which had previously been refused.
· 24/00587/FUL – Fairview, Maerway Lane, Blackbrook – Proposed side extension to form games room and guest suite above.  Construction of timber framed car port and store.
· 24/00588/FUL – Dougy Cottage, Aston Manor Barns, Aston – Proposed insertion of window to front and rear elevations together with two no roof windows to front roof slope.
· 24/00501/COUNOT – Acton Barns, Acton, Whitmore - Proposed Conversion of Barns into 5no. dwellings including the demolition of some structures. Letter written objecting on grounds of unsustainability.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· 24/00422/FU – The Gables, 171 Willoughbridge – Minor alterations to existing conservatory to create improved kitchen and utility area.  APPLICATION PERMITTED

General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications and     current developments – 

· Neighbourhood Development Plan

· NBC Draft Local Plan Consultation.  

· 23/00246/FUL – Maerfieldgate Farm, Stone Road – APPEAL – Proposed construction of self build dwelling and custom built house.
· 24/00313/REM – Baldwins Gate Farm, Newcastle Road, Baldwins Gate -Erection of 200 dwellings with associated car parking, public open space, attenuation basins, landscaping and associated works pursuant to outline permission 21/01041/OUT
· 22/01105/FUL Land to East of Woodside, Baldwins Gate – Residential development for 40 dwellings with associated landscaping, car parking, drainage and other necessary supporting infrastructure. (Amended plans received and description change.




Financial Position of the Parish Council

· Bank Account Update – 

Precept A/C £     8,345.46
Deposit A/C £     2,392.46
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £834.85 which included the fee for landscaping at the war memorial.  Proposed Cllr J Ziskin Seconded Cllr G Chatburn.  Clerk to arrange wreath for Remembrance Day Service and to arrange display at war memorial with Cllr Ziskin.
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	834.85
	
	111
	834.85


To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday 17th October 2024 at 7.30pm at Maer Village Hall

Meeting Closed – 10.00pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date

Print Name …………………………………………………

