For Approval 12 September 2024

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held by zoom  on Thursday 18th July 2024 at 7.30pm
Present:     M Kelly (Chair), J Ziskin,  R Chatburn, G Chatburn, A Mainwaring, P Barker, G Walters,  A Bryan,  E Sudlow (Paul Chatwin and Robert Rowan BT Openreach and Staffordshire County Council for BT Openreach item)
Apologies:     None
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting  20th June  2024– Agreed as a true record  Proposed Cllr J Ziskin and Seconded Cllr G Chatburn..
County/Borough Reports – Cllr A Bryan reported that the Local Plan is progressing and will be available for consultation in near future.  Amy is looking to provide drop-in surgeries 30 minutes prior to our Parish Council meetings. Notice to Clerk to arrange publicity via WhatsApp and Notice board messages.
Police Matters – Alleged perpetrator of distraction burglary in Maer now charged.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways/Winter Gritting. – Cllrs concerned regarding the lack of information regarding any improvements at the junctions of A51/A53 at Blackbrook. Agreed letter to be sent to Craig Joran, Head of Planning at NBC to enquire on plans developers of housing development planned in Baldwins Gate may have in the pipeline.  It was also agreed to write a welcome letter to Leigh Ingram as our new MP and highlight issue of closure of Warmadine Lane.  Height of grass at the triangle opposite Swan with Two Necks has been reported as it is limiting visibility at this junction.
Community Issues –  Maer Village Hall have dog first aid course 25th July, with pop up pub on 27th July, Garden Guild Annual Show 19th August, Talk on Crete 16 September, History Talk following Battle of Blore Heath and mass graves at Market Drayton 11 October followed by a further talk on Robin Hood on 6th December.  Aston VH have AGM on 23rd July at 7.30pm.  PAC testing available 3rd September 1st Tuesday event at £1 an item Pop up pub on 18th October, Christmas party with live band 7th December, Tree lighting/carol service 13th December.  
BT Openreach – Mr Robert Rowen and Mr Paul Chatwin attended the meeting and explained that now 95% have pledged in Minn Bank/Willoughbridge and Irelands Cross, superfast broadband would be completed by the end of this year.  There is no time frame for the Blackbrook and residents were urged to contact their service provider and the more requests received the higher priority the improvement will be made.  Mr Rowen and Mr Chatwin to attend the 1st Tuesday event 3rd September to enable residents are able to ask any questions/sign up.  Concern was expressed for elderly residents when the old copper system is switched off.  
Climate Change/Sustainability –Information on grants available recently released.  Cllr Ziskin looking at compost bin idea and possibilities around heat pumps.
Defibrillators – Checked and reported as working.   Aston VH defibrillator is not suitable for children.  In an emergency asking ‘Alexa’ can help with administering CPR. 
Consultation Maer Hills – No further information had been received from Norbury Timber 
Clerk/Councillors’ Feedback – 

a) Clerk reported SPCA  arranging local transport plan meeting on line and awaiting final details.  

b) Following query regarding opening times of Baldwins Gate GP Surgery, it was agreed that this should be addressed to the GP Surgery,  

c) Clerk to forward email from NBC regarding Local Register  Review and item will be discussed at September meeting.

d) War memorial needs landscaping and it was agreed to spend a maximum of £120 Proposed Cllr G Walters, Seconded Cllr G Chatburn.
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting: 
· 22/01105/FUL Land to East of Woodside, Baldwins Gate – Residential development for 40 dwellings with associated landscaping, car parking, drainage and other necessary supporting infrastructure. (Amended plans received and description changed).  Agreed to  write objecting to the development on grounds of access onto Woodside, sewerage issues etc and to emphasise that housing need supply has been met.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· 24/00318/LBC – Aston Cottage, School Lane, Aston – Removal of a garden wall that runs from an outbuilding (former pig stty) to the main cottage.
APPLICATION PERMITTED

General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications and     current developments – 

· Neighbourhood Development Plan

· NBC Draft Local Plan Consultation.   Due mid August.
· 23/00246/FUL – Maerfieldgate Farm, Stone Road – APPEAL – Proposed construction of self build dwelling and custom built house.
· 24/00313/REM – Baldwins Gate Farm, Newcastle Road, Baldwins Gate -Erection of 200 dwellings with associated car parking, public open space, attenuation basins, landscaping and associated works pursuant to outline permission 21/01041/OUT
· 24/00422/FU – The Gables, 171 Willoughbridge – Minor alterations to existing conservatory to create improved kitchen and utility area.
Financial Position of the Parish Council

· Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     8,345.46
Deposit A/C £     2,816.31
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £388.98.   Proposed Cllr J Ziskin Seconded Cllr G Walters
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	388.98
	
	111
	388.98


To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday 12th September 2024 at 7.30pm at Aston Village Hall

Meeting Closed – 10.00pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date
Print Name …………………………………………………
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