For Approval 20 June 2024

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at  Aston Village Hall on Thursday 16th May 2024 at 8pm
Present:     M Kelly (Chair), J Ziskin,  G Chatburn, A Mainwaring,  P Barker, E Sudlow, P Northcott
Apologies:     R Chatburn, G Walters,  A Bryan
Declared Items of Interest – Cllr Mainwaring  Finance – Donation request.
Minutes of Meeting  18th April  2024– Agreed as a true record  Proposed Cllr P Barker and Seconded Cllr G Chatburn..
County/Borough Reports – Cllr Barry Panter now Mayor at NBC. A scheme to encourage attendance at school launched.  Final amendment to boundaries agreed.  Winter recovery road scheme underway.  New funding for climate change to be launched in June. An all age carers strategy to be launched.  A film crew/tourism strategy formulated.  SCC not entertaining any possibility of revival of HS2 as current project has no accountability with compensation packages still awaited by so many.
Police Matters – .There had been a number of incidents involving a young person in Aston, Willoughbridge and Blackbrook raising concern of safeguarding  Clerk to discuss with PCSO.  Concern expressed regarding incident of a cat being poisoned and another shot with an air rifle.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways/Winter Gritting. – Clerk to email Matt Venables again regarding status of spreader. A51 likely to be closed shortly for tree work and street lighting at Swan with Two Necks junction. 
Community Issues –  Invitation received from St Peter’s Church, Maer to attend service for new vicar on June 13th.  Chairman to attend.  Maer VH holding craft fayre and café on 19th May 11-3 inc dog show.  Preloved fashion show 22nd June.  20th May Garden Guild talk from Oak Tree Farm Project.  Father’s Day café 16th June.  Aston VH AGM now 25th June with BBQ on 7th July.

BT Openreach – No further progress to report.
Climate Change/Sustainability – Cllr G Chatburn reported no further news from Keele.  Recycling collections continue at First Tuesdays in Aston and Garden Guild meetings in Maer.  Cllr Ziskin reported that although most items of extended recycling continue, pill packets etc can no longer be collected.  If the pill packet is completely aluminium then they can be included in the blue bin collection.
Defibrillators – Checked and reported as working.  
Consultation Maer Hills – No further information had been received from Norbury Timber and Clerk awaiting response to questions on diversification plans. Clerk to send reminder email.
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting: 
· 24/00313/REM – Baldwins Gate Farm, Newcastle Road, Baldwins Gate -Erection of 200 dwellings with associated car parking, public open space, attenuation basins, landscaping and associated works pursuant to outline permission 21/01041/OUT.  It was agreed to write reminding planners of number of conditions in Inspectorate’s decision.  Cllrs had been unable to ascertain nature of any improvements to A51/A53.  Concerns raised on drainage as previous development suffering with number of problems, particularly on communal areas.  Also concern that footpath on the plan appears to exit onto Madeley Road where there is no footpath. Plans also do not appear to include two new houses recently constructed.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· 24/00107/FUL 4 Maer Mews, Haddon Lane, Maer – Replacement of wooden windows and doors with Residence Heritage PVCu double glazed windows and doors.  APPROVED

· 24/00110/FUL Primrose Cottage, Haddon Lane, Maer – Retention of granny annexe  APPROVED

General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications and     current developments – 

· Neighbourhood Development Plan

· NBC Draft Local Plan Consultation.  

· 22/01105/FUL - Land To East Of Woodside Baldwins Gate Proposed Development: Residential development for 52 dwellings with associated landscaping, car parking, drainage, and other necessary supporting infrastructure  (new submission) permission for up to 150 dwellings and associated infrastructures and open space with all rights reserved.
· 24/00198/FUL Willoughbridge Wells, Willoughbridge (Loggerheads PC area) Proposed erection of timber framed single storey lodge designed specifically for disabled use to replace an existing derelict building within the estate.
· 23/00246/FUL – Maerfieldgate Farm, Stone Road – APPEAL – Proposed construction of self build dwelling and custom built house.
Financial Position of the Parish Council

· Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     8,325.70
Deposit A/C £     3,927.67
Donations Request received from St Peter’s Church, Maer for financial help with landscaping as annual cost had risen to £3,500.  Cllr A Mainwaring left the meeting for this item.  Cllrs were concerned that the Parish Council had cut back on landscaping of the war memorial however also wanted to support this community asset.  It was agreed that a donation of £100 be made towards a feasibility study into how the Church can identify more environmentally and ecological ways to a more sustainable future.  ‘Caring for God’s Acre’ a website with suggestions and Staffordshire Wildlife may also be able to help to develop the churchyard as a community asset.  Proposed Cllr G Chatburn, Seconded Cllr P Barker.
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £377.93, SPCA £180.00, Maer PCC £100.  Proposed Cllr J Ziskin Seconded Cllr P Barker.  

	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	377.93
	
	111
	377.93

	SPCA
	“
	180.00
	
	
	180.00

	Maer PCC
	“
	100.00
	
	
	100.00


To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday 20 June 2024 at 7.30pm at Maer Village Hall
Meeting Closed – 9.45pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date
Print Name …………………………………………………
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