For Approval 18 April 2024

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at  Aston Village Hall on Thursday 21st March  2024 at 7.30pm
Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn, G Chatburn,  A Mainwaring, G Walters, E Sudlow, A Bryan, P Northcott, PCSO G Crank
Apologies:     J Ziskin, P Barker
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting  15 February 2024– Agreed as a true record  Proposed Cllr R Chatburn and Seconded Cllr G Walters..
County/Borough Reports – Cllr P Northcott report outlined events at SCC including details of Dignity in Care awards, Homes for Complex Children, Recycling.  SCC forecasting an overspend of approximately £4.4m although overall finances fairly stable at Staffordshire with no bail out envisioned. Additional £30m budget for highway repairs.  Holiday programme available from Easter.  Most parents are getting first choice for schools in the county.
Cllr A Bryan reported that the mobile library will be available at Whitmore Village Hall from 12th April 10.20am-11am on a two week cycle.  HS2 property update available.

Police Matters – PCSO Gemma Crank reported no crime incidents in the area.  The speedboat found abandoned in Maer Village had still not been claimed. A traffic management company is co-ordinating traffic for Madeley Half Marathon on 7th April with road closure notices due next week.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways/Winter Gritting. – Cllrs G & R Chatburn had heard from M Venables that he wanted more permanent work and had stated that the spreader was not functioning.  Further details needed to ascertain condition/status of the spreader and where it is now.  Clerk to write to find out.  Cllr Chatburn to approach another company for quote for grit run.  Cllrs noted with concern the deteriorating state of roads, in particularly on junction of A51/53 but no progress on repairs as yet.
HS2  -  Cllr A Bryan had forwarded a list of empty houses, houses being let and expected dates for going on the market.  Meeting planned for 26th February has been cancelled.
Community Issues –  AVH  have quiz with fish & chips 23rd February. Defibrillator training sessions on 1st March,  First come first served basis with donation to trainer rather than a fixed fee. 3 spaces still available. WhatsApp groups around the Parish continue to be successful way for neighbours to communicate. MVH – Knit & Natter group meet 10-12 Thursday mornings and are requesting donations of spare wool to knit baby clothes for local hospital. St Peter’s holding quiz with refreshments 9th March.  Garden Guild holding talk on allotments on 19th February and talk by head gardener at Dorothy Clive Gardens on 18th March.  History talk on the Battle of Blore Heath on 5th April.  
BT Openreach – Further correspondence from Openreach in Minn Bank/Willoughbridge however more people need to sign up to ensure an improved internet.  As there is no price it is difficult to get people to sign up.
Climate Change/Sustainability – Cllr G Chatburn reported no further news from Keele Cllr Ziskin reported that Recycling project to move to net zero was continuing but collections would be limited to First Tuesdays in Aston and Garden Guild meetings in Maer.
Defibrillators – Checked and reported.  Training session arranged at Aston 1st March on first come first served basis.  Cost is free but donations appreciated.  Battery at Maer will need replacing sometime in the next few months.
Notice Boards –  Work currently underway to refurbish notice boards. WhatsApp message has gone out to alert that they are being refurbished on a rolling programme.
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting: 
NONE

To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· 23/00920/FUL – Dorothy Clive Garden, Willoughbridge – Construction of visitors’ dog shelter adjacent to existing tea room. APPLICATION PERMITTED

General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications and     current developments – 

· Neighbourhood Development Plan

· 22/00766/FUL Blackbrook Nurseries Newcastle Road Ashley - Application to vary conditions 4 (site layout) and 10 (external lighting) of planning application 20/00368/FUL (Change of use of land to mixed use for the stabling/keeping of horses and as a residential caravan site) APPLICATION PERMITTED. Following query, NBC advised that no planning permission needed for larger mobile unit.
· NBC Draft Local Plan Consultation/Neighbourhood Development Plan – Discussions with Whitmore PC to progress updates and WPC to fund fee for Urban Vision.  New rules from central Government would mean NDP is not out of date and housing need would be 4 years not 5.  Possibility of a legal challenge to the Richborough public enquiry as student accommodation could have been calculated in the housing need figures.  The NDP also NOT out of date after 2 years.  

· 22/01105/FUL - Land To East Of Woodside Baldwins Gate Proposed Development: Residential development for 52 dwellings with associated landscaping, car parking, drainage, and other necessary supporting infrastructure  (new submission)

·  permission for up to 150 dwellings and associated infrastructures and open space with all rights res
· 22/00834/FUL – 1 Sidway Cottage, Willoughbridge – detached garage – Cllrs had noted that the finish to the garage did not match the house as per the plan.  NBC had been advised but no response to date.
· 23/00002/OUT – Land North of Muccleston Wood Lane and East of Rock Lane, Loggerheads -  Construction of 150 dwellings

Financial Position of the Parish Council

· Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £        498.54 (+ £5000)
Deposit A/C £     5,947.46 (- £5000)
Transfer of £5000 from deposit account to precept account 

Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £860.93 (inc £500 for notice board refurbishment), Zurich Municipal Insurance £304.00, Maer VH (room hire) £45.00, Aston VH (room hire) £90.00. Proposed Cllr G Walters Seconded Cllr G Chatburn.
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	860.93
	
	111
	860.93

	Zurich Insurance
	Precept
	304.00
	
	
	304.00

	Maer VH
	Precept
	 45.00
	
	
	 45.00

	Aston VH
	Precept
	 90.00
	
	
	 90.00


To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday  18th April  2024 at 7.30pm at Maer Village Hall
Meeting Closed – 9.35pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date
Print Name …………………………………………………
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