For Approval 18th January 2024

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at Maer Village Hall on Thursday 21st December  2023 at 7.30pm
Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn, G Chatburn,  A Mainwaring, G Walters, J Ziskin, E Sudlow,( R Mottershead, S & J Ashley – item 7 23/00800/FUL
Apologies:     P Barker, A Bryan, G Crank
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting 16 November 2023 – Agreed as a true record  Proposed Cllr R Chatburn and Seconded Cllr G Chatburn..
County/Borough Reports –  No report had been received.
Police Matters – No report had been received.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways. – Clerk reported that she had still not heard from Matt Venebales regarding winter gritting for the winter period.  Cllr R Chatburn to enquire. Minn Bank road closure due 26 January.
HS2  -  Awaiting further information.
Community Issues –Aston VH held successful carol service/light switch on.  A quiz with fish and chip supper planned for 23 February 2024.  Maer VH recent Craft Fayre and cafe very successful.  Pop up pub event planned 28th December and next café planned 21 January 2024.
BT Openreach – Blackbrook have missed the deadline to use a voucher to ensure super fast broadband coverage.  Awaiting further scheme.  Similar situation at Minn Bank where individual vouchers are held but more interest is needed to proceed.
Climate Change/Sustainability – Cllr G Chatburn reported that Keele are looking for opportunities for graduates and difficult to recycle project may be an area where we can collaborate.  Cllr Ziskin reported that Recycling project had been successful however was time consuming and need to work way to be more efficient to progress. Staffordshire Village Halls week in March may be a way to progress.
Defibrillators – Checked and reported.  Training session to be arranged at Aston in near future.
War Memorial – No further information
Notice Boards – Clerk had approximate quote of £800 to refurbish all 4 notice boards.  Agreed Proposed Cllr G Walters, Seconded Cllr J Ziskin.
Dates for 2024 – List of dates and venues for 2024 was issued.

Setting Precept 2024/25 and Budget -  Agreed to increase Council Tax by 1.99% to bring a precept amount of £7,136.  Proposed Cllr J Ziskin, Seconded Cllr G Walters.

List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting: 
· 23/00800/FUL – Aston Farm, Aston - Proposed Change of Use of Land for the Siting of Three Shepherds Huts for holiday let use and car parking.    Concern was expressed by local residents and it was agreed to acknowledge need for farmers to diversify and support application, however requesting conditions to ensure problems with exterior lighting, BBQs, fencing/hedging etc would not affect local residents.
· 23/00857/FUL – Vine Cottage, Nantwich Road, Blackbrook – Proposed self build replacement dwelling for Vine Cottage.  Letter of objection had been sent to planning raising issue on sewerage and points in the Neighbourhood Development Plan.
· 23/00920 – Dorothy Clive Garden, Willoughbridge – Construction of visitors’ dog shelter adjacent to existing tea room.  No objections.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· 23/00838/FUL -  Bates Farm, Bates Lane, Maer – request for change in conditions to provide extra carers.  Cllrs had no objections however expressed concerns on the traffic using Bates Lane which had only recently been repaired, particularly in bad weather. APPLICATION PERMITTED

· 23/0799/LBC & 23/00799/FUL 181 Holloway Lane, Aston – Internal alterations.  Cllrs R & G Chatburn left the meeting for this item.  Cllrs had no objections.  APPLICATION PERMITTED

· 23/00827/FUL The Oaks, Minn Bank, Aston – Internal alterations – Cllrs had no objections.  APPLICATION PERMITTED

· 23/00746/FUL – Swan with Two Necks – Erection of Events Tipi and wrap

APPLICATION PERMITTED

General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications and current developments – 
· 22/00766/FUL Blackbrook Nurseries Newcastle Road Ashley - Currently work continues. Cllrs requested information from NBC on whether planning application should be needed for mobile unit which has been replaced double the size.
· NBC Draft Local Plan Consultation – Cllrs disappointed that Planning Dept stating NDP was out of date after just 2 years.  Cllr Mainwaring had approached planning consultants however costs involved appeared high and project difficult to implement until NBC Local Plan approved.  Cllr Mainwaring to circulate information to PC.
· 23/00002/OUT – Land North of Muccleston Wood Lane and East of Rock Lane, Loggerheads – outline planning permission for up to 150 dwellings and associated infrastructures and open space with all rights.  Agreed to write pointing out the additional impact on schools and GP surgery in the area together with additional traffic.
· 23/00675/FUL – Land Adjacent Elds Gorse Cottage, Willoughbridge. Proposed new 2 storey detached dwelling and detached garage (with annex over).  Cllrs objected at previous meeting and updated application was also objected to.
· 22/01105/FUL – Land to East of Woodside Construction of 55 dwellings.   Cllrs had objected to the outline planning application and had received a copy of Chortlon PC’s objection.  Agreed to write and point out that the Planning I|nspectorate had granted appeal to Richborough Estates however this was limited to 50 houses until road improvements on A51/A53 had been completed by HS2.  Flloding issues also on the site.
· 22/00834/FUL – 1 Sidway Cottage, Willoughbridge – detached garage – Cllrs had noted that the finish to the garage did not match the house as per the plan.  NBC had been advised but no response to date.  Planning Officer advised that natural weathering would tone down the colour.  Cllrs felt that NBC should take further action.
23/00002/OUT – Land North of Muccleston Wood Lane and East of Rock Lane, Loggerheads -  Construction of 150 dwellings.  Clerk to prepare further letter outlining objections to proposals to implement changes to highways.
· Primrose Cottage, Haddon Lane – No planning application made with ‘temporary’ small house being built, Clerk wrote to Planning asking for advice on when application should be made and informed application would need to be made.
Financial Position of the Parish Council

· Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     2,031.25
Deposit A/C £     5,926.82
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £386.90 Proposed Cllr G Chatburn Seconded Cllr A Mainwaring
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	386.90
	
	111
	386.90


To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday  18th January 2024 at 7.30pm at Aston Village Hall
Meeting Closed – 9.35pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date
Print Name …………………………………………………
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