For Approval 21 December 2023

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at Aston Village Hall on Thursday 16th November  2023 at 7.30pm
Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn, G Chatburn, P Barker,  A Mainwaring, G Walters, J Ziskin, A Bryan, G Crank, P Northcott, E Sudlow, 
Apologies:     None
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting 26 October 2023 – Agreed as a true record although next meeting incorrectly recorded as Maer but should read Aston, Proposed Cllr  P Barker and Seconded Cllr G Chatburn..
County/Borough Reports –  Cllr A Bryan to forward an update on Parks and Open Spaces.  A coffee morning is held every Friday 9-1pm at St Giles, Butterton and everyone is welcome. Mayor’s Christmas Carol Service 17th December in Newcastle.
Police Matters – PCSO Gemma Crank reported that no crime had been reported in the area.  Cllrs were pleased to note that no road traffic incidents had resulted in serious injury either.  A crackdown in rural drink driving over the Christmas period was expected.  
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways. – Following letter to Staffordshire Highways regarding poor state of road surface on the junctions of A51 and A53, response that plans had not yet been finalised to complete work HS2 were planning.  Work on M6 junction 15 will go ahead under HS2. 
HS2  -  Following national announcement HS2 to be cancelled.  Awaiting further information on how existing works and compulsory purchases etc are taken forward.
Community Issues –Aston VH held pop up pub night 10 November which was very successful.  Carol service planned for 8th December.  WhatsApp group growing with many local members.  Maer VH care on 3 December with craft fayre.  Carol service on 17th December.

BT Openreach –  Cllr Mainwaring reported that the Blackbrook project had set up however Government funding now withdrawn.  Awaiting further funding streams announcements.
Climate Change/Sustainability – Cllr G Chatburn met online with India Ford at Keele University,  They are looking at working with local businesses and farmers and will be looking for opportunities for students to prepare their dissertations. Cllr G Chatburn to continue discussions.   Cllr Ziskin and Clerk continuing recycling project.
Defibrillators – Checked and reported.  Training session to be arranged at Aston in near future.
War Memorial – Ceremony had been well attended however police unable to attend. Poppy display created by Cllr Ziskin and Clerk had been well received. A thank you letter had been received by Royal British Legion for donation.
Notice Boards – Clerk had requested quote for refurbishment of all four notice boards following notice that board at Minn Bank was ‘dangerous’.

List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting: 
· 23/00002/OUT – Land North of Muccleston Wood Lane and East of Rock Lane, Loggerheads -  Construction of 150 dwellings.  Clerk to prepare further letter outlining objections to proposals to implement changes to highways.
· Primrose Cottage, Haddon Lane – No planning application made with ‘temporary’ small house being built, but Clerk to write to Planning requesting advice as to when an application should be made.  
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

None
General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications and current developments – 
· 22/00766/FUL Blackbrook Nurseries Newcastle Road Ashley - Currently work continues. Cllrs requested information from NBC on whether planning application should be needed for mobile unit which has been replaced double the size.
· NBC Draft Local Plan Consultation – Cllrs disappointed that Planning Dept stating NDP was out of date after just 2 years.  Cllr Mainwaring had approached planning consultants however costs involved appeared high and project difficult to implement until NBC Local Plan approved.  Cllr Mainwaring to circulate information to PC.
· 23/00002/OUT – Land North of Muccleston Wood Lane and East of Rock Lane, Loggerheads – outline planning permission for up to 150 dwellings and associated infrastructures and open space with all rights.  Agreed to write pointing out the additional impact on schools and GP surgery in the area together with additional traffic.
· around Pergola and new Toilets – Cllrs had no objections but would ask that  septic tank could cope with additional toilets.

· 23/00675/FUL – Land Adjacent Elds Gorse Cottage, Willoughbridge. Proposed new 2 storey detached dwelling and detached garage (with annex over).  Cllrs objected at previous meeting and updated application was also objected to.
· 22/01105/FUL – Land to East of Woodside Construction of 55 dwellings.   Cllrs had objected to the outline planning application and had received a copy of Chortlon PC’s objection.  Agreed to write and point out that the Planning I|nspectorate had granted appeal to Richborough Estates however this was limited to 50 houses until road improvements on A51/A53 had been completed by HS2.  Flloding issues also on the site.
· 23/00838/FUL -  Bates Farm, Bates Lane, Maer – request for change in conditions to provide extra carers.  Cllrs had no objections however expressed concerns on the traffic using Bates Lane which had only recently been repaired, particularly in bad weather.
· 23/0799/LBC & 23/00799/FUL 181 Holloway Lane, Aston – Internal alterations.  Cllrs R & G Chatburn left the meeting for this item.  Cllrs had no objections.
· 23/00827/FUL The Oaks, Minn Bank, Aston – Internal alterations – Cllrs had no objections.
· 22/00834/FUL – 1 Sidway Cottage, Willoughbridge – detached garage – Cllrs had noted that the finish to the garage did not match the house as per the plan.  NBC had been advised but no response to date.
· 23/00746/FUL – Swan with Two Necks – Erection of Events Tipi and wrap

Financial Position of the Parish Council

· Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     3,270.20
Deposit A/C £     5,926.82
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £711.73 (including wage rise backdated to April) , Staffordshire CC Website Hosting £100,  Proposed Cllr J Ziskin Seconded Cllr G Walters
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	711.73
	
	111
	711.73

	SCC
	Precept
	100.00
	
	
	100.00


To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday  21st December 2023 at 7.30pm at Maer Village Hall
Meeting Closed – 10.15pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date
Print Name …………………………………………………
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