For Approval 20 July 2023

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at Aston Village Hall on Thursday 15 June 2023 at 7.30pm
Present:     M Kelly (Chair),  R Chatburn, G Chatburn, J Ziskin, P Barker, A Mainwaring, E Sudlow
Apologies:     A Bryan, PCSO G Crank, 
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting 18 March and 27 April  2023 – Clerk agreed to include Defibrillators on the Agenda.  It was also agreed to record that regarding planning application 23/00246/FUL that this development would have a detrimental impact on farmland  as it is not a brownfield site. Agreed as true record, Proposed Cllr Ziskin and Seconded Cllr R Chatburn.
Councillor Vacancy – Clerk confirmed that the vacancy notice had been submitted to NBC and advertised on website and noticeboards.  After 27th June if no applications Councillors will need to consider co-option.

County/Borough Reports –  Cllr Bryan had submitted a written report highlighting news at the Borough, highlighting  the Richborough Homes Planning 
Rural Runabout  - Chair and Clerk had attended recent AGM of the Rural Runabout.  Court case still ongoing regarding alleged fraud still ongoing.  Scheme still operating however it appears local schools take up most bookings during the week.

Police Matters – No report was submitted.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways. – Councillors had noted the many road resurfacing works in the area, however requested that Clerk write and ask why the section between the A51/A53 junctions at Blackbrook had been left as this area was considered the worst of the conditions.   No winter gritting had needed to be carried out during the winter months and Councillors were requested to check for places best places to provide two new grit bins to prevent the grit harming the local environment.  Clerk to write to see if operatives can ensure that grit is put into the bins on the route.
HS2 – Cllr G Chatburn had attended the Parish Council Liaison Meeting where it was confirmed that all works were paused with delays to highways works on A51/A53 junctions and Hanchurch.  An error on the data at Hanchurch had been admitted however they then said that they had not used that data!   Many houses are empty on Whitmore Heath following compulsory purchase, however due to the size and value have become unrentable.  It was agreed to suggest a meeting with Staffordshire Highways to discuss the work at the junctions and future design.
Community Issues –.AVH to hold dog walk followed by BBQ on 2nd July.  A local family have volunteered to tend to the garden areas at the Village Hall..  Renovation work including re-pointing has been completed at Maer Village Hall.  Community Café is planned for 25th June.  Garden Guild have arranged a tour of Woolaton Hall 19th June and Whitmore & District ALG have a Canal Cruise with fish & Chips planned on 28th July.
BT Openreach –  Cllr Barker reported that BT had written regarding Digital Voice however she pointed out that due to no signal this would not work in Maer village.
Climate Change – Cllrs Kelly and G Chatburn, together with the Clerk had visited the Keele Energy centre and had been impressed with the innovative approach to renewable energy. A link between Harpur Adams may help the rural economy.  Councillors indicated that they would like to continue with the visit days and would look at how this may benefit residents of the parish.
Defibrillators – No further report.
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting: 
· 23/0474/SCH17 – HS2 construction of plans and specifications under conditions imposed by Section 17 to the High Speed Rail (West Midlands-Crewe) Act 2021 – Councillors agreed that this was an extremely difficult to read application form and were confused that the application form had been submitted after the announcement that all work was to pause for 2 years.  Although the application is for fences, walls etc it was felt that the redaction of so much data was unhelpful.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· 23/00282/FUL – Keepers Cottage, Maer – Installation of solar panels.  Cllrs had been in support of the initiative.  APPLICATION PERMITTED

General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications and current developments – 
· 22/00766/FUL Blackbrook Nurseries Newcastle Road Ashley - Currently work continues. Councillors requested confirmation that the old cess pit has been removed.  It was agreed to request confirmation that the new sewerage system was now working satisfactorily and will be connected to the main sewerage system..  Work on accommodation blocks currently underway.
· 21/01041/OUT - Baldwins Gate Farm Newcastle Road Baldwins Gate – Refused. Appeal in progress. Councillors are concerned that planning officers had originally recommended approval, despite its contravention of the local democratically adopted NDP. Accordingly, the Chairman urged councillors to attend at the appeal planned for 16 May to show solidarity with all the parish councils involved with the NDP. Appeal now underway with NBC’s land supply under question.
· 23/00246/FUL – Maerfield Gate Farm Stone Road  - Construction of a self-build dwelling and custom-built home.  Cllrs had written objecting to comment on NDP being out of date and suggesting strict agricultural tie with restrictions on access due to road safety concerns.
· 22/01105/FUL – Land East of Woodside, Baldwins Gate 
The clerk is drafting a response to this application to convey the council’s strong objection. Like the Richborough application, councillors agreed it is speculative, nsustainable, unwanted, contravenes the NDP and lies outside the village envelope. Councillors also remarked on the apparent lack of community objections recorded yet on the planning portal and discussed if this indicates an increased public weariness that developers seek to achieve and exploit.   Cllr G Chatburn identified the difficulty in the public accessing the application on the portal using the date or parish search functions. This was reported by him by email to the Borough Council officer assigned to the case. Only by knowing the number in advance, can a member of the public find the application details and make a comment.

· 23/00366/AGR – Lunts Farm, Aston – Extension to cow shed.  Cllrs had no objections.

· Local Plan – NBC will be consulting on draft local plan from 19th June and will be on next agenda.
Financial Position of the Parish Council


· Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     5909.85
Deposit A/C £     5825.87
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £552.31.   Proposed JZ Seconded AM
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	552.31

	------
	111
	552.31



AGAR – Annual audit forms were agreed and signed by Chairman and Clerk. Proposed JZ and Seconded AM.
To confirm the date of the next meeting  –Thursday 20th July  2023 at 7.30pm at Maer Village Hall
Meeting Closed – 9.50 pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date
Print Name …………………………………………………
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