For Approval 15 June 2023

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held by zoom on Thursday 18th May 2023
Present:     M Kelly (Chair),  R Chatburn, G Chatburn, J Ziskin, D Lovatt,  P Northcott, E Sudlow
Apologies:     A Mainwaring, P Barker, PCSO G Crank, 
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting 18 March and 27 April  2023 – Agreed as true record, Proposed Cllr Ziskin and Seconded Cllr R Chatburn.
County/Borough Reports –  Cllr Bryan had submitted a written report highlighting news at the Borough. The Richborough Homes Planning Appeal at Baldwins Gate currently underway.  New Head of Planning has been appointed and expected to start at end of June 2023.  Cllr Barry Panter has been elected Deputy Mayor and expected to hold post of Mayor following year.
County Report: Cllr Northcott reported V4 vaccination has been rolled out to the vulnerable with Covid cases currently at 250-300 per thousand.  Community Fund is now available with a total of £2,500 available through Cllr Northcott. Divisional Highways Project fund also open.  Monitoring of speed on A51 and repairs to A51 though Maer and Chorlton.  Climate Action Fund also open for projects over £.5m-£1.5m.  Grants for Churches to preserve buildings also open through National ChurchesTrust.  National Fostering week and also mental health awareness week.  Happiness and well being survey shows generally people more unhappy now than before Covid.  Finally Chief Executive Officer has resigned with new Officer hoped to start in July.
Police Matters – No report was submitted.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways – Maer village experiencing many more larger vehicles on a regular basis.  Change in agricultural practice with contractors used who use larger HGV vehicles.  Cllr Lovatt reported that Woodside had experienced more HGV traffic with the development at Croft Farm.
HS2 – Following Phase 2A of HS2 announcing a 2 year delay, Cllr Northcott reported that all work has been suspended for present and no deforestation would take place. 
Community Issues –. Both village halls had experienced successful coronation celebrations. A successful Plant and Spring Fair had been held at Maer Village Hall on 16 May and previously an art exhibition. Active Living Group meeting on 13 June  and First Tuesday at Aston Village Hall 6th June  AVH to hold dog walk followed by BBQ on 2nd July.
BT Openreach –  No further information.
Climate Change –Cllr Ziskin reported a tour of Keele University Energy Centre on 8th June however she was unable to attend.  Cllrs Guy Chatburn and Mike Kelly, together with Clerk would attend to look at smart energy options.
Defibrillators – No further report.
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting: 
23/00282/FUL – Keepers Cottage, Maer – installation of solar panels. To be discussed at the May meeting.  Clerk to write in support of concept however would prefer low visual impact panels.  
23/00366/AGR – Lunts Farm, Aston – Extension to cow shed.  Cllrs had no objections.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· No Decisions to report.
General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications and current developments – 

· 22/00766/FUL Blackbrook Nurseries Newcastle Road Ashley - Currently work continues. Councillors requested confirmation that the old cess pit has been removed.
· 21/01041/OUT - Baldwins Gate Farm Newcastle Road Baldwins Gate – Refused. Appeal in progress. Councillors are concerned that planning officers had originally recommended approval, despite its contravention of the local democratically adopted NDP. Accordingly, the Chairman urged councillors to attend at the appeal planned for 16 May to show solidarity with all the parish councils involved with the NDP. Appeal now underway with NBC’s land supply under question.
· 23/00246/FUL – Maerfield Gate Farm Stone Road  - Construction of a self-build dwelling and custom-built home.  Cllrs had written objecting to comment on NDP being out of date and suggesting strict agricultural tie with restrictions on access due to road safety concerns.
· 22/01105/FUL – Land East of Woodside, Baldwins Gate 
The clerk is drafting a response to this application to convey the council’s strong objection. Like the Richborough application, councillors agreed it is speculative, nsustainable, unwanted, contravenes the NDP and lies outside the village env]

· elope. Councillors also remarked on the apparent lack of community objections recorded yet on the planning portal and discussed if this indicates an increased public weariness that developers seek to achieve and exploit.   Cllr G Chatburn identified the difficulty in the public accessing the application on the portal using the date or parish search functions. This was reported by him by email to the Borough Council officer assigned to the case. Only by knowing the number in advance, can a member of the public find the application details and make a comment.

· Call for land: a map published online by NuLBC, indicating the extent of applications from local landowners identifying land for consideration for potential development, was discussed, in regards to parcels of land adjacent to the current development application for 52 houses at Woodside, 22/01105/FUL.
Financial Position of the Parish Council


· Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     1,245.33
Deposit A/C £   10,892.70
Payments: Clerk Pay & Expenses £313.52.   It was agreed to transfer £5000 from deposit to precept account.  Proposed GC Seconded JZ
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	313.52

	------
	111
	313.52



Councillor Resignation Councillor David Lovatt resigned from the Parish Council.  Chairman thanked him for his many years of service to Maer & Aston PC.
To confirm the date of the next meeting and Annual General Meeting –Thursday 15th June  2023 at 7.30pm at Aston Village Hall
Meeting Closed – 9.40 pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date
Print Name …………………………………………………
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