For Approval 18 May 2023

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held by zoom on Thursday 16th March 2023
0Present:     M Kelly (Chair),  A Mainwaring, /R Chatburn, G Chatburn, P Barker, J Ziskin, E Sudlow, A Bryan, P Northcott
Apologies:     D Lovatt, PCSO G Crank, 
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting 16 February  2023-  to be agreed at May meeting..
County/Borough Report –  Cllr Bryan had submitted a written report highlighting news at the Borough.  HS2 and the Planning Appeal at Baldwins Gate for a further 200 houses being main topics.  Audley PC are aiming to get Newcastle Borough Council’s current housing need figure reduced as central Government have reduced the criteria but no feedback from NBC as yet.
Cllr Northcott reported that £4.5m additional funding for road repairs is due in Spring and SCC making contractors more accountable for the standard of their work.  Cllr Northcott is working closely with SPCA and empowering local communities.  Back to Business scheme still growing with a good level of vacancies in the County despite a rise of 265 claimants for Universal Credit.  JCB have permission to run Hydrogen vehicles on the road which will result in an additional 150 new jobs.  £20m levelling up money available for cycle routes and road systems in the County.  A new history centre at Stafford will improve the achieve service.  NHS coping with admissions at the moment despite high level of covid recently.  Boundary change consultation  available on the SCC website.
Police Matters – PCSO Colin Hodgkinson sent report outlining local statistics including two break-ins to outside buildings.  The incidents of drug paraphernalia being left in places around the Parish should now be resolved. 
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways – Road repairs underway across the Parish however the deterioration is still evident with some areas needing more attention.  Councillors were pleased to note that although winter could not be classified as ‘over’ as yet, no budget had been spent on road clearing.
HS2 – Phase 2A of HS2 has nationally been delayed by 2 years due to the increased costs. however there is no confirmation as yet of what will happen with the work in the area that is currently underway.  Cllr G Chatburn had attended a meeting on the Hanchurch intersection  and had pointed out that the road capacity figures were incorrect and apparently these will be looked into.  No communication had been received on plans for the road system at Blackbrook.  HS2 has cancelled meetings today with little notice. Cllr Northcott stated that only civil works would continue with any planning matters being refused.  Concern has been expressed for the road design at the Swan with Two Necks junction and how farm traffic will be able to enter/exit.
Community Issues –.  At Aston VH a  Bingo event planned for 24th March.  Also a breakfast get together on Saturday 1st April in place of first Tuesday to see if more people can attend.  A Coronation street style party planned for 7th May.  Community café will be open at Maer VH on 26th March with a Spring craft fair.  Julia Ziskin has arranged a further talk on compost on 27th March.   LED lights have been fitted at Maer VH following a successful grant application..  
BT Openreach –  No further information.
Climate Change – Following the talk on Friday 27th January 2023 at Maer Village Hall on Climate Change, Cllr Ziskin had arrange a further talk on Compost on Monday 27th March.  A small charge of £3 to cover costs.
Defibrillators – AVH holding a meeting in near future and looking to purchase through AEDonate.
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting: 
· 21/01041/OUT - Baldwins Gate Farm Newcastle Road Baldwins Gate - Construction of up to 200 dwellings set within a community parkland Application Refused but Appeal in progress.  Chairman reported problems with communications arranging meeting to discuss.  Whitmore PC have registered interest to speak at appeal planned for 16 May at 10am.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· No Decisions to report.
General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications and current developments – 

· 22/00766/FUL Blackbrook Nurseries Newcastle Road Ashley - Application to vary conditions 4 (site layout) and 10 (external lighting) of planning application 20/00368/FUL  Clerk had written to Martin Hamilton at NBC requesting confirmation of monitoring and enforcement of the conditions for the site.  A reply was eventually received with the work apparently to be completed by mid April 2023.  Currently work continues.
· 23\99992/OUTOutline Consultation on Proposed 250 housing development at Mucklestone Wood Lane, Loggerheads.  Application has now been made and letter Clerk had prepared in September would be resent to Cllrs for further comment before being sent to planning..
· 22/01092/FUL - Moss Brook Cottage Moss Lane Baldwins Gate -Construction of a single Garage and Double Car Port to the existing car parking area (resubmission of 22/00196/FUL)   No objections.
A call for brownfield sites has been received.
Financial Position of the Parish Council


· Bank Account Update – 

Precept A/C £     2,767.71
Deposit A/C £     3,722.04
Payments/Donations – 
Clerk’s pay/expenses of £429.02, SPCA £172.15, Zurich Insurance £524.77, Aston Village Hall (room hire) £90,.  
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	420.02

	------
	111
	420.02


	SPCA
	Precept
	172.15
	
	
	172.15

	Zurich 
	Precept
	524.77
	
	
	524.77

	Aston V Hall
	Precept
	   90.00
	
	
	  90.00


To confirm the date of the next meeting –Thursday 27th April  2023 at 7.30pm via zoonl  
Meeting Closed – 9.30 pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date
Print Name …………………………………………………
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