For Approval 18 May 2023

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at Aston Village Hall on Thursday February 16th 2023
0Present:     M Kelly (Chair),  A Mainwaring, G Chatburn, P Barker, E Sudlow, P Northcott, PCSO G Crank
Apologies:    A Bryan, R Chatburn, J Ziskin, D Lovatt
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting  December 2022 and January 2023-  Agreed as a true record and signed by Chairman.  Proposed Cllr Barker, Seconded Cllr Mainwaring.
County/Borough Report –  Cllr Northcott reported that a number of budget meetings had taken place resulting in a £4.99 increase in Council tax before police and fire.  A number of schools in the County are experimenting with having a mental health practitioner  available to see if this makes a difference.  Elderly care beds in the County likely to be reduced to to rising costs making them uneconomic.  Warmer homes initiative continues successfully with over 6000 beneficiaries with replacing boilers etc.  Covid figures are rising and also flu, however hospitals are coping. SCC supporting electric vehicle charging.  A £20m investment to improve major roads together with walking and cycling routes announced.  John Henderson, the CEO is retiring.  SPCA is building greater links with the County Council.
PCSO Gemma Crank reported the road traffic accident at end of Hungersheath Lane with A53 which closed the road for a number of hours.  Incident of discarded drug items in Gypsy Lane.  Police have identified the perpetrator and will be making contact shortly.  A number of burglaries from sheds and garages in Ashley and Loggerheads being investigated.  Also spate of thefts of grid covers being stolen .  Cllr Lovatt reported an increase in HGV traffic in Woodside. 
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways – HS2 carrying out road investigations in and around junctions of A51/A53 with traffic lights at times but most work affecting the roads is done at night..  As yet no firm plans have been shared.
HS2 – Cllr G Chatburn reported that communications continue to be very frustrating with conversations being one way.  A further meeting is planned for end of February but he did not feel that much progress on their plans would be shared.  Also disappointed in lack of attendance from other Parish Councils.
Community Issues –.  At Aston VH a fish & chip quiz is to be held Friday 17th February 2023.  Bingo event planned for 24th March.  Also a coronation street style party planned for 7th May.  Community café will be open at Maer VH on 19 February.  Staffordshire Wildlife holding talk at MVH on 3rd March on Invertebrates of Staffordshire.  The Whitmore & District Active Living Group has started a choir which meets weekly.  
BT Openreach –  No further information.
Climate Change – Cllr Ziskin had arranged a talk on Friday 27th January 2023 at Maer Village Hall on Climate Change with a range of speakers including Ryan Langley from Zero Carbon Rugeley, Keele Energy Park, Waste Savvy Staffs and Newcastle BC.   
Defibrillators – Still awaiting further information on costings.
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting: 
None received.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· 22/00766/FUL Blackbrook Nurseries Newcastle Road Ashley - Application to vary conditions 4 (site layout) and 10 (external lighting) of planning application 20/00368/FUL (Change of use of land to mixed use for the stabling/keeping of horses and as a residential caravan site) APPLICATION PERMITTED
General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications and current developments – 

· 22/00766/FUL Blackbrook Nurseries Newcastle Road Ashley - Application to vary conditions 4 (site layout) and 10 (external lighting) of planning application 20/00368/FUL  Clerk had written to Martin Hamilton at NBC requesting confirmation of monitoring and enforcement of the conditions for the site.  
· 23\99992/OUTOutline Consultation on Proposed 250 housing development at Mucklestone Wood Lane, Loggerheads.  Application has now been made and letter Clerk had prepared in September would be resent to Cllrs for further comment before being sent to planning..
· 22/01092/FUL - Moss Brook Cottage Moss Lane Baldwins Gate -Construction of a single Garage and Double Car Port to the existing car parking area (resubmission of 22/00196/FUL)   No objections.
A call for brownfield sites has been received.
Financial Position of the Parish Council


· Bank Account Update – 

Precept A/C £     3,061.17
Deposit A/C £     3.722.08
Payments/Donations – 
Clerk’s pay/expenses of £317.44,.  Proposed Cllr Mainwaring, Seconded Cllr Barker.
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	317.44

	------
	111
	317.44



To confirm the date of the next meeting –Thursday 16th March 2023 at 7.30pm via zoonl  
Proposed meeting at Maer Village Hall – Clerk had tried to arrange a meeting in April without success however the Annual Parish Meeting could be held on Thursday 18th May is booked at Maer Village Hall.
Meeting Closed – 9.50 pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date
Print Name …………………………………………………
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