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Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at Aston Village Hall October 20th 2022
Present:     M Kelly (Chair), G Chatburn, A Mainwaring, J Ziskin, P Barker, D Lovatt, E Sudlow, P Northcott, A Bryan
Apologies:    R Chatburn
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meetings June, July & September 2022-  Agreed as a true record, Proposed Cllr D Lovatt, Seconded Cllr G Chatburn.
County/Borough Report – Cllr Northcott outlined a number of reports from Staffordshire County Council.  The Multiply Scheme to help adults with numeracy skills.  Business promotion continues to progress with a high level of vacancies currently.  Schemes to promote a healthy lifestyle and tackle problems such as smoking, obesity.  Flu and Covid vaccination programme well underway for over 50s.  Cost of living crisis being helped through the ‘Here to Help’ project with details on the website.  Hearing aids are now available for all levels of hearing loss.  Progress is also being made in Newcastle with the Local Plan to include offsetting of carbon footprints.  Cllr Bryan updated Councillors earlier with details and updates on various planning issues, Whalley’s quarry, Financial Strategy, Alternative fuels.   Cllr Bryan also informed that Newcastle had won The Heart of England in Bloom Small City category.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways –Cllr Northcott informed that an extra £15m had resulted in more repairs to the roads however a lack of road traffic signals therefore resulted in road closures.  Mucclestone Road is to be closed for 2 months and the meeting expect that this will impact on Willoughbridge and Blackbrook.  The work is to improve drainage and also for new housing development.  A request had been received from Chapel & Hill Chorlton PC for help with funding for an additional SID.  Following discussions Councillors felt that this would not help the majority of our residents and therefore declined the invitation.  It was also felt that Chorlton PC had already 2 other SIDs and road safety funding had been exhausted. Proposed Cllr Lovatt, Seconded Cllr Barker.  Maerway Lane will be closed for two weeks from end of October for resurfacing.
HS2 – Meeting has been rearranged for 14th November to discuss two junctions on A51/A53 and Hanchurch junctions.  Power supply is also on the discussion table.  Cllrs G Chatburn and A Mainwaring to attend with new Liaison Manager.  The Parish/Community Fund is available however funding is only available to landowners who are community groups.
Community Issues –WDALG joined with Loggerheads Befrienders to hold Silver Sunday event on 2nd October which had proved very successful with around 80 people attending.  The next general get together will be 13th November with a talk on shoes.    A Christmas lunch has been arranged for 8th December. Also successful was Maer VH’s Apple Day.  Maer VH café will be open on 6th November.  Aston VH to hold Bingo event on 25th November
BT Openreach – Funding has been approved for the extension of fibre broadband to Blackbrook/Maer Moss and along A53.  Residents will be contacted to see if they wish to be connected.
Climate Change – Cllr Ziskin had attended Sustainable Staffordshire meeting which is looking at reducing the carbon footprint across the county.  A number of initiatives were being investigated such as new boilers, insulation, LED lights etc.  Projects to reduce waste and make people more aware of how to recycle, reduce waste etc are being promoted.  Cllr Ziskin looking at local event in early 2023.  Aston Village Hall had applied to replace lightbulbs to LED through the Climate Action Fund and had been surprised at how quickly and how much could be saved in a short period.
War Memorial/Remembrance Day Service – Service at St Peters at 9.30am on Sunday 13th November followed by service at the war memorial 10.45am.  Wreath has been ordered
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting: 
· 22/00834/FUL – 1 Sidway Hall Cottage Willoughbridge - Replacement double garage/workshop.  Councillors had no objections.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· 21/01041/OUT - : Baldwins Gate Farm Newcastle Road Baldwins Gate - Construction of up to 200 dwellings set within a community parkland  APPLICATION REFUSED – Cllrs expect appeal to be made.
· 22/00505/FUL - Nags Head Farm Nantwich Road Blackbrook -  Replace the existing derelict barn with a steel framed agricultural building on the existing concrete base  APPLICATION PERMITTED
General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications and current developments – 

· 22/00766/FUL Blackbrook Nurseries Newcastle Road Ashley - Application to vary conditions 4 (site layout) and 10 (external lighting) of planning application 20/00368/FUL (Change of use of land to mixed use for the stabling/keeping of horses and as a residential caravan site) .  Cllr A Mainwaring had finally received a reply from the Planning Dept.  Highways unhappy with dimensions of roadway onto the site and Severn Trent confirm that although a septic tank is on site it is not connected and the old cess pit is still in operation.  Additionally the hedge has been allowed to grow over the height stipulated in the conditions.  Finally, although the hardcore has been put down, an impregnable cover was not put down.
· Outline Consultation on Proposed 250 housing development at Mucklestone Wood Lane, Loggerheads.  No application has yet been made and consultation is to the proposed developer.
· Stafford Borough Local Plan – Document had been circulated to Councillors and concerned over proposed development of 6000 houses plus businesses between Eccleshall and Yarnfield which would put more pressure on the road system.  
Financial Position of the Parish Council


· Bank Account Update – 

Precept A/C £     3,719.79
Deposit A/C £     4.833.39
Clerk advised that Barclays Bank would be available in Market Drayton on Wednesdays and Fridays for a few hours in the Festival Centre.  Annual Audit had been completed and invoice from Mazars LLP attached.
Payments/Donations – 
Clerk’s pay/expenses of 271.96, Mazars LLP (External Audit) £100.00 Proposed Cllr Lovatt, Seconded Cllr Ziskin.  
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	271.96

	------
	111
	271.96


	Mazars LLP
	Precept
	240.00
	
	
	240.00


To confirm the date of the next meeting –Thursday 17th November 2022 via Zoom at 7.30pm 
It was agreed to see if it would be possible to hold a face to face meeting at Maer Village Hall. Cllr Ziskin to look at what is available for December meeting.
Meeting Closed – 9.50 pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date
Print Name …………………………………………………
