For Approval 20 October 2022


Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held by Zoom at 7.30pm on 27th September 2022
Prior to the start of the meeting a minute’s silence was held 

To mark the death of HM Queen Elizabeth II
Present:     M Kelly (Chair), G Chatburn, A Mainwaring, J Ziskin, P Barker,  D Lovatt, E Sudlow, P Northcott, A Bryan
Apologies:    R Chatburn
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting July 2022-  Agreed as a true record but will be considered at next face to face meeting.
County/Borough Report – Cllr Northcott outlined a number of reports from Staffordshire County Council.  An electoral review had been completed with no change recommended. SCC promoting business and with high levels of employment was looking to marry up vacancies with those unemployed.  Travel concession support grants to promote bus services.  Stop smoking promotion underway. Delays to road repairs at Blackbrook due to possible HS2 interventions.  In response to queries, planning calling in process was outlined; now only one Councillor needs to call-in a planning item meaning that the application would be heard by committee. Both Cllr Northcott and Cllr Bryan sit on the Planning Committee and therefore can give advice on policy but are unable to reflect any personal view or opinion.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways –Clerk reported that on-going problems with heavy traffic on Bates Lane continue despite the road closure.  Residents’ wall had been demolished once again.  Sink hole had been repaired although road closure sign remains.  Clerk to write to David Williams at SCC Highways after seeking chronological order of incidences.  Grit stocks remain high and Clerk to check with contractor regarding snow clearance/grit spreading.
Newcastle Rural LAP – Meeting confirmed wind up of LAP and remaining monies to be distributed to charitable organisations who serve people in the area.  Maer & Aston PC only parish council represented at the meeting.
HS2 – Details of works at Junction 15 to accommodate additional HS2 traffic generally seen as ‘disappointing’.  A total of 808 HGV movements per day with 5 taking the A500 and the remainder turning right towards Whitmore.  No traffic to turn left but majority of budget to be spent on this section and a footbridge over A500 with no budget whatsoever for the junction on the A519.  Further meeting due on 11th October which GC and AM plan to attend and a community liaison meeting on 4th October.
Community Issues – Maer VH holding Apple Day on 1st October and Staffordshire Wildlife holding talk at Maer VH by South Cheshire Owl Conservation Trust on 30 September.  Aston VH holding Wine Tasting and Pizza evening 14th October at cost of £15.  Recent sharing of Book of Condolence following death of HM Queen Elizabeth II had worked well between the two village halls.  The Mighty Quiz and Harvest Supper at Maer VH had been well supported. Julia Ziskin has started sewing classes at Maer VH on Fridays.  WDALG to hold Silver Sunday event on 2nd October and had also started a new choir activity section.
BT Openreach – All superfast scheme work currently paused awaiting Staffordshire County Council roll out across the county.
Attendance – Chairman thanked all Councillors for their continued attendance and reminded Councillors that as we are such a small Council it was important to attend to ensure the Council remained quorate.  Chairman additionally thanked Cllr Guy Chatburn for his additional work particularly on HS2 and Cllr Andrew Mainwaring for his work on Planning Matters.

Request from Newcastle Borough Council -  Chairman had received two letters from NBC requesting financial support for 850th centenary celebrations.  As these letters came at the same time as an invoice for an uncontested election and the lack of support from NBC generally, it was agreed not to sponsor in this instance.

Climate Change – Cllr Ziskin and Clerk looking to produce an information sheet/leaflet outlining basic climate change actions and suggestions to mitigate effects.  Cllr Ziskin attending Climate Change seminar on 28 September.  Item to remain on agenda.
War Memorial/Remembrance Day Service – Barry Adams has cancelled contract at the war memorial.  Clerk to see what arrangements can be made for Remembrance Day and will check with St Peter;s regarding the service following retirement of Nigel Clemas.
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting: 
· 22/00766/FUL Blackbrook Nurseries Newcastle Road Ashley - Application to vary conditions 4 (site layout) and 10 (external lighting) of planning application 20/00368/FUL (Change of use of land to mixed use for the stabling/keeping of horses and as a residential caravan site).  Cllr Mainwaring had drafted a letter detailing issues with monitoring of the existing conditions.  Councillors agreed that main issue was with NBC Planning Department and that without monitoring or enforcement what was the point in any planning. Clerk to write outlining disappointment with Planning Department and that the time limit for any variations in the conditions were now outside the time limit.  The application for a wall and gate was retrospective as had already been built.  Councillors acknowledged that had the wall been 18” lower then planning would have been unnecessary and so grateful application had been made at all.
· 21/01041/OUT Baldwin’s Gate Farm – outline permission for 200

Houses.  Councillors were very disappointed to note that Planning Officer had recommended approval and had dismissed the Neighbourhood Development Plan despite this being a legal document.  Clerk to write outlining above and objecting strongly to proposal on grounds that no plans for additional services and application facing approval due to deficiencies at NBC Planning.  
· Outline Consultation on Proposed 250 housing development at Mucklestone Wood Lane, Loggerheads – Councillors felt that this was similar to the above application and that support should be shown for neighbouring PC once an application is made. 
 To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· 22//00320/FUL - Holloway Farm Holloway Lane Aston - A rear double-storey extension – Surprise that different materials were being used than the first extension. APPLICATION PERMITTED
General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications and current developments – 

· 21/01041/OUT - : Baldwins Gate Farm Newcastle Road Baldwins Gate - Construction of up to 200 dwellings set within a community parkland 
· 22/00505/FUL - Nags Head Farm Nantwich Road Blackbrook -  Replace the existing derelict barn with a steel framed agricultural building on the existing concrete base 
Financial Position of the Parish Council


· Bank Account Update – 

Precept A/C £        757.32
Deposit A/C £     8,716.71
Clerk advised that Market Drayton branch was to close in October and that Cllrs would need to consider on-line banking in the future.  Agreed to transfer £5000 from Deposit to precept account 
Payments/Donations – 
Clerk’s pay/expenses of £543.52, Newcastle Borough Council (Elections) £100.00 Proposed Cllr Lovatt, Seconded Cllr Ziskin.  
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	543.52

	------
	111
	543.52


	Newcastle BC

Elections
	Precept
	100.00
	
	
	100.00


To confirm the date of the next meeting –Thursday 20th October 2022 Aston Village Hall at 7.30pm 
Meeting Closed – 9.50 pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date
Print Name …………………………………………………
