For Approval 20 October 2022


Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held by zom at 7.30pm on 21st July 2022

Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn, G Chatburn, A Mainwaring, J Ziskin, E Sudlow, P Northcott, Mr E Maginnis (Maer Footpath No 8 only)
Apologies:    D Lovatt, P Barker, A Bryan
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting 23 June 2022-  Agreed as a true record but will be considered at next face to face meeting.
Highways Act 1980, Section 119 Application for Public Path Diversion Order Public Footpath Maer No 8 (part) (off Maer Lane) Nearest Post Code: ST5 5EN Grid Reference: 376129, 34029  - Councillors objected to moving the pathway as it was felt that there was no valid reason to do so and that vegetation would grow  and obscure the path without grazing animals to keep this back.  Cllrs had concerns over the maintenance of the path.  Mr Maginnis spoke about his plans to improve the walkway for everyone and invited Cllrs to view the site and availability to be forwarded to the Clerk to organise.
County/Borough Report – Cllr Northcott outlined a number of reports from Staffordshire County Council including extension to household support, better care fund, back to business,  etc. A resurgence of Covid with current levels at 300/100,000.  Vaccination programme for the Autumn has been announced. SCC looking at 100% connectivity by 2030 to maximise the benefit of 5G and would be first county to be completely connected.  Extension to the Enterprise Centre at Knutton and plans to improve recycling centres.  Many roadworks in the area with A53 closed for 5 days and A51 closed from 1st August.  Village of Aston suffering from cars cutting through to avoid long diversion.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways –Clerk reported that grit bin had been delivered with additional 8 bags of rock salt although this had not been ordered or paid for.  Total cost of £108 including plastic scoop.  Clerk to approach community speedwatch to look into speed awareness programme.  Thursday evenings and Sunday mornings are continuing to attract high numbers of motorbikes on A51 and A53.  Problems experienced in Aston due to roadworks in Irelands Cross which closed A51 for a number of days and resulted in cars travelling through Aston to bypass huge diversion.
Newcastle Rural LAP – Meeting arranged for September 15th to wind up organisation.

HS2 – Cllr G Chatburn reported no progress from last meeting.  A further meeting is due 26th July. 
Community Issues – Rev Nigel Clemas retiring 7th August and event at Maer VH.  Maer VH café to be open 10th September.  First Tuesday continues well at Aston VH but will be closed in August.  Sue Jackson wonTrustee Award for Maer VH at Support Staffordshire’s Annual Awards. Aston Village Hall website due soon thanks to SCC and Paul Northcott for grant.
BT Openreach – All superfast scheme work currently paused awaiting Staffordshire County Council roll out across the county.
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting: 
· 22/00505/FUL - Nags Head Farm Nantwich Road Blackbrook -  Replace the existing derelict barn with a steel framed agricultural building on the existing concrete base.  Cllrs had no objections
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:
· 22/00404/FUL – 7 Maer Village Maer Newcastle Under Lyme -

 Proposed two storey side extension and single storey rear extension Cllrs raised concern over side extension and lack of parking spaces APPLICATION PERMITTED

22/00423/FUL – 2 Maer Mews, Haddon Lane, Maer - Replace existing timber windows and cladding and replace with heritage PVC-u double glazed windows – Clerk informed NBC that this property is owned by Parish Councillor.  No objections.  APPLICATION PERMITTED

1. 22/00347/FUL - Keepers Cottage Maer - Demolition of Existing Garage to be replaced with three bay garage with holiday accommodation at first floor level – Cllrs had no objections. APPLICATION PERMITTED
9.  General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications and current developments – 

· 21/01041/OUT - : Baldwins Gate Farm Newcastle Road Baldwins Gate - Construction of up to 200 dwellings set within a community parkland 
2. 22//00320/FUL - Holloway Farm Holloway Lane Aston - A rear double-storey extension – Surprise that different materials were being used than the first extension.
Financial Position of the Parish Council


· Bank Account Update – 

Precept A/C £     1,304.19
Deposit A/C £     8,716.11
Clerk advised that Market Drayton branch was to close in October and that Cllrs would need to consider on-line banking in the future.
Payments/Donations – 
Clerk’s pay/expenses of £381.41 Proposed Cllr Mainwaring, Seconded Cllr Ziskin.  Clerk informed that she had found 2 old photograph frames and had filled one with a magazine photograph of the Queen and therefore no money had to be spent.
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	381.41

	------
	111
	381.41



tems of Business/Correspondence for Next Meeting

Cllr G Chatburn requested that Attendance be included on agenda
To confirm the date of the next meeting – provisionally Thursday 15th September 2022 Aston Village Hall at 7.30pm 
Meeting Closed – 9.30 pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date
Print Name …………………………………………………
