For Approval 15 September 2022


Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at Aston Village Hall at 7.30pm on 23rd June 2022

Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn, G Chatburn, A Mainwaring, J Ziskin, E Sudlow, P Barker
Apologies:    P Northcott, A Bryan
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of Meeting  May 2022-  Agreed as a true record but will be considered at next face to face meeting.
County/Borough Report – Cllr Northcott had investigated Highway’s stance on the mirror situation on the A51 and the area had been visited by Highways officials however still awaiting an outcome from them.  Cllr Northcott had announced his Community Fund was now open, however the overall budget was down to £1500.
Newcastle Rural LAP – Clerk reported that it looks likely that this group will be wound up due to the lack of interest and/or response from neighbouring parishes and a meeting will be held in ‘August on the technicalities.

Matters Arising from the Minutes

Highways – Clerk to order a 200litre green grit bin for the top of Minn Bank at Aston.  It was hoped that further grit bins would be replaced as funds allowed.  Proposed Cllr Barker, Seconded Cllr Lovatt.  Recently there had been two serious accidents on A51 which had resulted in the road being closed.  An emergency ambulance had taken 38 minutes to arrive.  Clerk to approach local police to look into speed awareness programme.  Thursday evenings and Sunday mornings are continuing to attract high numbers of motorbikes.
HS2 – The community liaison group meeting in June had been cancelled and rearranged for 26th July.  A presentation to NBC regarding the new road layout at Blackbrook is planned but no notification on the design has yet been announced.  The closure of the Warmadine Lane (between A51 and A53) will be the responsibility of Staffordshire County Council.  Becky Lewis is leaving HS2 in September and direct communication will come from contractors after that date.  A cycle path is planned to run alongside the HS2 route.  It is anticipated that construction will be 2025-2030 in this area.
Community Issues –, Jubilee celebrations at both village halls had been very successful and well attended. Congratulations to Cllrs R and G Chatburn for efforts at Aston which had around 100 participants.  Neighbouring parishes also enjoyed successful events.  Maer VH café to be open on 26th June and 10th July.  First Tuesday continues well at Aston VH.  Sue Jackson has been shortlisted for Trustee Award for Maer VH at Support Staffordshire’s Annual Awards.
BT Openreach – No further information.
List of Planning Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting: 
· Highways Act 1980, Section 119 Application for Public Path Diversion Order Public Footpath Maer No 8 (part) (off Maer Lane) Nearest Post Code: ST5 5EN Grid Reference: 376129, 34029  - Councillors objected to moving the pathway as it was felt that there was no valid reason to do so and that vegetation would grow  and obscure the path without grazing animals to keep this back.  This is a historic rights of way and should remain.  Cllrs acknowledged that the fencing would be the responsibility of the landowner however there was concern that the public purse would be required to maintain the continued possibility of the path.
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:

· 22/00346/FUL 2 Plumb Park Maer Newcastle Under Lyme -  Proposed extension to side to form study.  APPLICATION PERMITTED
· 22/00046/REM – Croft Farm, Stone Road, Hill Chorlton – Replacement Farmhouse and 11 bungalows- APPLICATION PERMITTED – Cllrs noted that neighbouring PC had objected.
9.  General Planning Matters and correspondence, on-going applications and current developments – 

· 21/01041/OUT - : Baldwins Gate Farm Newcastle Road Baldwins Gate - Construction of up to 200 dwellings set within a community parkland 
· 22/001521/FUL – Maerway Lane Farm – various extensions.  Cllrs had no objections.
· 22/00346/FUL 2 Plumb Park Maer Newcastle Under Lyme -  Proposed extension to side to form study.  Cllrs had no objections 
· 22/00404/FUL – 7 Maer Village Maer Newcastle Under Lyme -

 Proposed two storey side extension and single storey rear extension – (subsequent to the meeting) it was agreed to highlight concern that the side extension is not in keeping with similar properties in the conservation area and would limit parking area.
· 22/00423/FUL – 2 Maer Mews, Haddon Lane, Maer - Replace existing timber windows and cladding and replace with heritage PVC-u double glazed windows – Clerk informed NBC that this property is owned by Parish Councillor.  No objections.
· 22//00320/FUL - Holloway Farm Holloway Lane Aston - A rear double-storey extension – Surprise that different materials were being used than the first extension.
· 22/00347/FUL - Keepers Cottage Maer - Demolition of Existing Garage to be replaced with three bay garage with holiday accommodation at first floor level – Cllrs had no objections.
· Local Plan Consultations
Financial Position of the Parish Council


· Bank Account Update – 

Precept A/C £     1,304.19
Deposit A/C £     8,716.11
Payments/Donations – 
Clerk’s pay/expenses of £421.87 (included zoom renewal payment in expenses, Proposed Cllr Lovatt, Seconded Cllr R Chatburn.  Clerk confirmed that purchase of Book of Condolence had been purchased and Cllrs agreed that one would be sufficient but that two framed photographs of HM the Queen should be purchased with a total budget of £20.
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	421.87

	------
	111
	421.87



AGAR -  Completed AGAR form was agreed following internal audit.  Problem had been found with £45 not added in total  on cash book spreadsheet and would need adjustment on spending report.  Agreed Chairman to inspect and sign.  
tems of Business/Correspondence for Next Meeting

None
To confirm the date of the next meeting – provisionally Thursday 21 July 2022 via zoom at 7.30pm 
Meeting Closed – 9.25 pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………….
Date
Print Name …………………………………………………
