For Approval 17 March 2022

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held via Zoom  at 7.30pm on Thursday 16 December 2021
Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn, A Mainwaring, G Chatburn, D Lovatt, J Ziskin, P Northcott, E Sudlow 
Apologies:    G Hutton, P Barker 
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of the Last Meeting

Minutes of the meeting held 21 October 2021 will be formally accepted at next face to face meeting but no issues reported.
Councillor Vacancy 
Clerk informed meeting that an article will appear in the next Maer Newsletter regarding the vacancy.
Highways
Confirmation of the road closure through Maer Village would commence 3rd January 2022 – 11 February 2022.  Clerk writing to Highways requesting traffic lights on bank of Haddon Lane as the alternative is an eight mile diversion.  The request will also include gritting on the route.  \HS2 to start investigations/surveys along the A51 at Blackbrook over next 6 weeks.  A four page information pack has been sent out to interested parties and Councillors.  Concern was expressed over the level of traffic and the speed of vehicles in Woodside, many of which were contravening the weight limit already in place.

Community Issues

 Aston VH continue to hold get togethers every 1st Tuesday of the month and they continue to be well attended and successful. In addition this month there is a Christmas light switch-on event on 3rd December and a Christmas get together on 18th December.  Maer VH is also having a Christmas light switch-on event on 28th November and on the 5th December a café and craft fair.  Staffordshire Wildlife have a talk on the transformation of the Tent Valley at Maer VH.  The Active Living Group are holding their annual Christmas Lunch at Hungersheath on 15th December.  The recent Remembrance Service had been very successful.  
Rural Runabout

Effects of Covid 19 had limited opportunities but there is also a need for the bus to be used to continue to be financially viable.  In addition new trustees are also needed to ensure the project continues.

LAP

The last meeting had been cancelled.  The meeting has been re-arranged for 2nd December however Chairman and Clerk would both be unable to attend.  Cllr R Chatburn agreed to attend the zoom meeting.

HS2
Notice had been issued of survey work to be undertaken in the next few weeks along the A51 in Blackbrook.  Clerk had forwarded to interested parties and approximately a dozen residents had requested.  Traffic monitoring surveys were also expected/
Draft Local Plan and Strategic Issues
 Clerk had prepared first draft and Cllrs requested further amendments regarding the carbon footprint to include traffic and travel.  

Clerk to look at request to form Conservation Area around Aston in move to protect the local landscape.  Cllrs understand the need to change the boundaries of the green belt but at the same time the rural landscape should be protected. Cllrs were also concerned that sewerage systems are over capacity in the rural area. 
County/Borough Report

Cllr Hutton reported that despite restrictions and lock-downs NBC’s waste services had continue to operate normally.
Planning Applications received since the last meeting
· 21/01041/OUT - : Baldwins Gate Farm Newcastle Road Baldwins Gate - Construction of up to 200 dwellings set within a community parkland .  Clerk to write letter objecting emphasising the lack of housing need, pressure on the roads, village envelope and limitations on water/sewerage disposal.
· 21/01001/FUL Sidway Hall Farm Willoughbridge - Erection of a detached garage with room over.  Cllrs had no objections.


 :
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:
None
On-going applications and current developments – (For information)

· Land off Sandy Lane, Baldwins Gate – Proposal to build 66 properties on Land off Sandy Lane, Baldwins Gate.  (This proposal has not yet been submitted to Planning Dept). No full application has been made.
· 20/00368/FUL – Land off A53 Blackbrook – Appeal – Change of use of land to mixed use for the stabling/keeping of horses and as a residential caravan site for 4 gypsy families, together with erection of stable building, erection of 4 no. amenity buildings and laying of hardstanding.  Appeal in progress due to be heard 23rd November 2021.  Cllr Mainwaring had written to NBC regarding information for the appeal but still awaiting response.
· 21/00922/FUL – Maerway House, Maerway Lane – Proposed change of use of existing stable into gymnasium.  Cllrs had no objections to this application.
· 21/00956/FUL – Holly Tree Farm, Aston – Demolition of existing garage and construction of proposed annexe.  Applicants had arranged local consultation however application had already been submitted.  Queries remained over the size of the ‘annexe’ and Clerk to write to suggest that ownership of house and ‘annexe’ should not be split due to concerns over future access and sewerage/drainage issues that would arise with additional dwelling.
Financial Position of the Parish Council


· Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     1483.67
Deposit A/C £     7734.64
A transfer of £3,000 between the accounts had taken place but did not as yet reflect on the bank statement.
Payments/Donations Delegated powers previously passed to Chairman, V Chairman and Clerk to pay : Croppers £180, E Sudlow £240.60, Staffordshire County Council (website) £100.00
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	240.60

	------
	111
	240.60

	Cropper Grounds Maintenance
	Precept
	180.00
	
	
	180.00


	Staffordshire County Council
	Precept
	100.00
	
	
	100.00


Items of Business/Correspondence for Next Meeting
None.
Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 16 December 2021 7.30pm at Aston Village Hall, 
Meeting ended at 21.50pm
…………………………………………………………………  Signed

…………………………………………………………………  Print

…………………………………………………………………  Date
1

