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Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held via Zoom  at 7.30pm on Thursday 21st October 2021
Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn, A Mainwaring, G Chatburn, D Lovatt, E Sudlow P Barker, P Northcott. G Hutton
Apologies:    None
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of the Last Meeting

Minutes of the meeting held 16 September 2021 will be formally accepted at next face to face meeting but no issues reported.
Councillor Vacancy 
Clerk informed meeting that current vacancy remains unfilled however interest has been shown by a local resident however she would not be available until May.  Councillors expressed concern however if further candidates emerge then we would fill post as soon as possible.  Clerk to investigate if vacancy can be filled earlier.
Highways
Clerk reported that contact had been made with winter gritting contractor and all in place in event of bad weather.  Cllr Mainwaring confirmed that the church wall would be repaired from 4th January and the road would be closed for 12 weeks.  With a diversion up and down Haddon Lane Cllrs were concerned regarding bad weather.  Clerk to write to Highways to see if they can help with additional gritting on this diversion route.  Clerk informed Cllrs of letter received from ‘Sustainability Matters’ but as no contact details it was agreed to treat as anonymous.  30/31 October road closures on road between Eccleshall and Loggerheads.
Community Issues

 Aston VH reported that they had been successful in securing a National Lottery grant of £1400 for new lightweight tables.   Application for covid recovery grant through SCC for revamp/update of website also in progress.  Monthly coffee mornings continue to be well attended at AVH and a recent harvest festival service held in the chapel at AVH was very successful with a further Christmas service planned.  Following the opening up of the village hall at Aston and the ongoing events, two new committee members have been recruited.  Maer VH have recently held the annual photograph competition for the calendar which will be issued soon. The Active Living Group have booked a Christmas meal on 15th December at Hungersheath. And Staffordshire Wildlife have an owl demonstration on 22nd October at Maer Village Hall.  Finally Cllrs were sad to learn of the death of Hilary Barnes who had supported the community in Aston and Minn Bank over many years.
Rural Runabout

Matter of alleged fraud had been referred to Crown Court.  In the meantime project needs promotion to ensure that the service still viable.  Effects of Covid 19 had limited opportunities but it had been confirmed that the vehicle had been taxed and insured etc.  There is also a need for new trustees to ensure the project continues.

LAP

The last meeting had been cancelled.  The next meeting is AGM and it is expected that the Chairman and V Chairman will both resign.

HS2
Cllr G Chatburn reported that he had had no further meetings however 1:1 meetings were available on request.   Cllr G Chatburn confirmed that he had been told that any design on the A51/A53 junctions would go through SCC Road Safety Design but that at present they were not ready to show plans.  Work at Junction 15 was slower than expected with marking of utilities only work so far.
Email Addresses

Cllrs discussed and opted that should an individual want an email address solely for parish council use they set one up.  Copies of emails to be sent blind to third parties.

Remembrance Sunday

Wreath has been ordered and Cllr Lovatt to lay at the war memorial on 14th November and a donation of £75 will be made to Royal British Legion.  Clerk had prepared a number of tiles and painted rocks to decorate the war memorial site.  Cllr Kelly had received a quote of £90 for cleaning of the war memorial.  At the Remembrance service Maer Village Hall PA system will be used.  
Landscape Maintenance Initial Tender Process

To be prepared for tender.
County/Borough Report

Cllrs Northcott and Hutton both confirmed that the Chapel & Hill Chorlton, Maer & Aston and Whitmore NDP had not been included in certain planning matters but have lobbied for greater use.  The draft Local Plan and Strategic Options is due for release on 1st November 2021.  Cllr G Chatburn had attended a zoom meeting organised by  Silverdale and Keele PCs who were looking for a joint response from all parish councils, however it was discussed that no response would be prepared until the draft document was issued and read by all members of the Parish Council before preparing a response.  It was later agreed to hold an extraordinary meeting on Thursday 11th November by zoom to discuss the plan and prepare a response. Cllr Northcott confirmed that due to Covid 19 the mobile library was not stopping in Whitmore.  A survey has been issued to ascertain the need/popularity. Cllr Northcott reported on unemployment, covid 19 rates, refugee settlement within the county and a review of care homes due to the effects of covid and a review of practices.
Planning Applications received since the last meeting
· 21/00922/FUL – Maerway House, Maerway Lane – Proposed change of use of existing stable into gymnasium.  Cllrs had no objections to this application.
· 21/00956/FUL – Holly Tree Farm, Aston – Demolition of existing garage and construction of proposed annexe.  Applicants had arranged local consultation however application had already been submitted.  Queries remained over the size of the ‘annexe’ and Clerk to write to suggest that ownership of house and ‘annexe’ should not be split due to concerns over future access and sewerage/drainage issues that would arise with additional dwelling.


 :
To receive decisions of Planning Committee:
· 21/00761/FUL – Land East Of Fox Hollow Minn Bank Aston – Formation of a 20m x 40m outdoor horse manege/exercise area for private use by the landowner only. Application permitted
· 21/00699/FUL – Fields Farm Nantwich Road Blackbrook.  Proposed extensions and alterations to existing dwelling, including demolition of existing stables, outbuildings, porch and covered linkways. Application permitted
· 21/00645/AGR Stoneyford Farm Aston Lane Aston – Provision of a 27.43 x 15.24m steel portal framed midden cover Application permitted
· 21/00396/FUL-  A51 At Willoughbridge Market Drayton Shropshire – Domestic extension and formation of menage Application permitted
· 21/00355/NMA – 3 Maer Mews, Maer – Non-material amendment to planning permission 21/00355/FUL – replacement of garage door with black roller garage door. Application permitted
On-going applications and current developments – (For information)

· Land off Sandy Lane, Baldwins Gate – Proposal to build 66 properties on Land off Sandy Lane, Baldwins Gate.  (This proposal has not yet been submitted to Planning Dept). No full application has been made.
· 20/00368/FUL – Land off A53 Blackbrook – Appeal – Change of use of land to mixed use for the stabling/keeping of horses and as a residential caravan site for 4 gypsy families, together with erection of stable building, erection of 4 no. amenity buildings and laying of hardstanding.  Appeal in progress due to be heard 23rd November 2021.  Cllr Mainwaring had written to NBC regarding information for the appeal but still awaiting response.
Financial Position of the Parish Council


· Bank Account Update – 
Precept A/C £     1.500.00 (estimated )
Deposit A/C £     7,734.64
Payments/Donations Delegated powers previously passed to Chairman, V Chairman and Clerk to pay : Croppers £180, RBL £75.00 E Sudlow £240.60
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	240.60

	------
	111
	240.60

	Cropper Grounds Maintenance
	Precept
	180.00
	
	
	180.00


	Royal British Legion
	Precept
	 75.00
	
	S137
	 75.00


Items of Business/Correspondence for Next Meeting
It was discussed that as the Parish Council should meet to discuss the Local Plan Strategic Issues as a single issue.
Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 11 November 2021 7.30pm by zoom, Thursday 18 November for full Council and Thursday 16th December at Aston Village Hall 7.30pm for items to be resolved
Meeting ended at 21.50pm
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