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Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at Maer Village Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 24th June 2021
Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn,  A Mainwaring, G Chatburn, D Lovatt, E Sudlow P Barker, P Northcott, G Hutton
Apologies:   None
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of the Last Meeting

Minutes of the meeting held 5 May 2021 approved.  Proposed Cllr R Chatburn and seconded by Cllr Lovatt.  
Councillor Vacancy 

Following resignation of Linda Chesterton, Mrs Penny Barker attended the meeting with a view to co-option.  Mrs Elinor Stanier has indicated that she would retire from the Parish Council with effect from the end of the month.  Clerk to prepare notice.
Borough Council Report
Cllr Hutton reported that all services were running normally at NBC.  Cutting of verges is currently in process however due to Covid team is smaller than usual.  Pot hole repairs also in the area.  Newcastle now the highest area for Covid cases in Staffordshire with the majority in the 11-17 age group.  Rapid test/isolation targeted at schools and places with younger people.  Majority of cases have no symptoms with hospital admissions remaining stable.  Boundary Commission recommendation to restrict MPs to 12 in Staffordshire would mean Newcastle Rural area being moved into Stafford rather than Newcastle or Stone.  Clerk to write to Boundary Commission highlighting link with Newcastle rather than Stafford.
Highways
Clerk to re-send email regarding fatal accident on A51 to Cllr Northcott. Request for sight of HS2 plans for the A51/53 junctions and plans for slip roads.  Road signs are being obscured by trees however when reported, classified with low importance. Current budget for Highways £8.7m less than needed.  Defibrillator is in need of some replacement/refurbishment and will be looked after by the village hall. 
Community Issues

Maer Village Hall held a very successful plant/Spring fair in May and also a father’s day café.  St Peter’s Church plan a café on 10 July.  The table tennis group is proving popular with approximately 8 people on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings.  The WhatsApp groups are all doing well and particularly in Maer.  Aston will be holding a community café each 1st Tuesday of the month from August 2021.
HS2
Cllr Hutton reported that Junction 15 of M6 improvements had been planned for 2021 however no sign of work as yet.  Junction of A51/A53 due in 2022 and apparently contract has been awarded.  No firm information that Hs2 using Willoughbridge quarry for spoil.  Cllr G Chatburn had attended a number of meetings but disappointed with the poor information available.  A 20minute one to one meeting has been booked for 30 June   
Councillors Items
None
Planning Applications received since the last meeting
· 20/00726/FUL  Sidway Mill Farm Willoughbridge Market Drayton -  Change of use of agricultural barns for 2 no. holiday let accommodations and associated ancillary works. Councillors had no objections to the proposals.
· 21/00444/FUL - 9 Maer Village Maer Newcastle Under Lyme - Proposed outbuildings, new hard-standing & new entrance. Councillors had no objections to the proposals.
Decisions of Planning Committee:
· 20/00022/FUL – Sidway Hall, Willoughbridge – Landscaping proposal – application permitted

· 21/00194/FUL & 21/00195/LBC  - 201 Aston Cottage School Lane Aston - Proposed Development: Replacement of existing brick and uPVC double glazed conservatory with a more traditional brick building. Internal room layout alterations. Burial of Calor gas tank in rear lawn area. Application Permitted
· 21/00355/FUL -  3 Maer Mews Haddon Lane Newcastle Under Lyme -  Removal of front porch/sunroom and replacement of all existing external windows/doors alongside some internal alterations to reconfigure habitable floor space. Location: Application Permitted

· 21/00383/FUL – 8 Maer Village – single storey extension – Councillors had no objections to the proposals.  Application Permitted
· 20/00086/FUL Holly Tree Farm, Aston – Proposed new detached dwelling – Application Withdrawn
  On-going applications and current developments
· Land off Sandy Lane, Baldwins Gate – Proposal to build 66 properties on Land off Sandy Lane, Baldwins Gate.  (This proposal has not yet been submitted to Planning Dept). No full application has been made.
· Upgrade of the existing base station at Camp Hill, Baldwins Gate - NGR: 377723/340396
· 20/00368/FUL – Land off A53 Blackbrook – Appeal - Change of use of land to mixed use for the stabling/keeping of horses and as a residential caravan site for 4 gypsy families, together with erection of stable building, erection of 4 no. amenity buildings and laying of hardstanding.  Due to lack of progress, Clerk to write to Bill Cash - Appeal in progress
Financial Position of the Parish Council


· Bank Account Update – (Updated following the meeting)
Precept A/C £     3,102.82
Deposit A/C £     7,734.47
Payments/Donations – Agreed to pay Croppers £180.00 and Clerk’s pay/expenses of £444,13. Proposed Cllr R Chatburn, Seconded Cllr G Chatburn.  Bank mandate papers to remove Cllr Stanier from signing and replace with Cllr R Chatburn.
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	444.13

	------
	111
	444.13


	Cropper Grounds Maintenance
	Precept
	180.00
	
	
	180.00


· AGAR/Annual Audit

Following completion of the AGAR/Annual Audit form, it was agreed (Proposed Cllr R Chatburn, seconded Cllr Lovatt) to sign off the papers.




Items of Business/Correspondence for Next Meeting
None
Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 29th July 2021 Maer Village Hall
 at 7.30pm 
Meeting ended at 21.50pm
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