For approval  18/02/2020

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held at Aston Village Hall on 16 January 2020 at 7.30pm
Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn, Pat Stanier, A Mainwaring, G Chatburn, E Sudlow, P Northcott, R Timmis (part)
Apologies:    L Chesterton, D Lovatt, G Hutton
Declared Items of Interest - None
Minutes of the Last Meeting 

Minutes of the meeting held 19 December 2019 approved, proposed Cllr Stanier and seconded by Cllr Mainwaring.  

General Planning Matters
· 11/00599/FUL and 11/00601/FUL - Maerfieldgate Farm – no further information had been received and still no response to the letter sent to NBC Planning and copied to the Chief Executive, on 28th September 2017 had been received.  Despite further communication no response had been received.  Further evidence of commercial activity had been witnessed.
Planning Policy Review/Neighbourhood Plan 


The Neighbourhood Development Plan – Vote to adopt had been successful with the Plan due to become operational in next few weeks.  Plans to develop land in Baldwins Gate will test the new Plan.

The Joint Local Plan – NBC Officers now dealing with SOT area too.  Policies and call for sites will be released in two stages.
Planning Applications received since the last meeting
· Land off Sandy Lane, Baldwins Gate – Proposal to build 66 properties.  A consultation meeting with the potential developers and Councillors on Tuesday 21st January. The Neighbourhood Development Plan will be tested in fighting this potential application.
Decisions of Planning Committee:
· 18/00894/FUL - Sidway Hall Willoughbridge Market Drayton - Variation of conditions 2 and 7 (revised landscaping scheme and further ecological report) of planning permission 13/00825/FUL for the restoration of Sidway Hall (including some demolition), the demolition of one dwelling (The Lodge), the erection of a replacement dwelling (with associated works) to the rear of Sidway Hall and a proposed tractor store.  Application withdrawn
  On-going applications and current developments

· 19/30860/COU Sandon Hall – Change of Use to Wedding Venue – Councillors agreed by email that following correspondence from resident of neighbouring parish to write suggesting conditions to planning approval regarding respect for noise and disturbance of local residents. 
· 19/00991/CPO, N09/05/250M - Environment Act 1995 – Periodic Review of mining sites; Trentham (Lordsley) Quarry – Planning Approvals IDO/N/7 and N.15458. Application pursuant to paragraph 5 of schedule 14 for postponement of review date.
Matters Arising 

· Highways Issues -  Mr Timmis reported that following contact with the emergency services, Stoneyford Lane in Aston he was told did not exist.  It was agreed to pass on information to Neil Guest at NBC for clarification.  Neil Guest had been contacted regarding Bates Lane and further information was awaited.  Chairman and Clerk had visited local farmers regarding agricultural vehicles travelling through Maer and it was now hoped that co-operation between everyone would result in calmer roads and less damage to historical buildings.  It was agreed that gritting for 2020/2021 winter season would be discussed at June PC meeting.
· Newcastle Rural LAP – No meeting had been held however LAP Chair, G Hutton planned to resign.  It was hoped that at the next meeting on 13 February 2020 to ask help from Police representative regarding the lack of white lines at A51/A53 junction.
· Community Events.  Aston Village Hall quiz on 28th February.  Maer Village Hall Litter pick on Saturday 25th January, AGM on 2nd March 2020. Whitmore & District Active Living Group now have a regular and active programme of events with growing numbers of members now reaching 70.
· Broadband Connection  – Properties in Aston should be connected to ultrafast fibre from 31st March 2020.
· HS2 – Meeting at Whitmore Village Hall on Monday 27th January at 7.30pm regarding improvements to the local community which HS2 could provide subject to the project going ahead.  5 Cllrs agreed to attend and bring up the improvements to the A51/A53 junction.
· Borough/County Councillor’s Report -  Cllr Northcott advised that new Head of Planning now in post, Sean Fleet with 2 x Senior Planning Officer posts vacant.  NBC to launch ‘Hero’ awards in February. No further developments at Ryecroft until March 2020.  The town centre regeneration ideas are now being formed.  Recycling collection service being replaced with the additional boxes replaced by blue bin with section for paper etc and the pilot scheme will be launched soon.  Cllr Northcott advised on statistics on road repairs, flooding strategy, and an all age carers strategy which is being prepared for February.  A social care complaint had been upheld against SCC and changes have been implemented.  A drive to increase the number of foster care places in the County underway.  Schools capital programme, a Clear Street and Parking Policy and Staffs Highway Infrastructure Management Plan to be renewed. Flu jabs for 2-3 not well taken up. 
· Rural Runabout – No further information had been received.
· Website – Digital Staffordshire progressing with website.
· Signage – Cllr Chatburn had noticed signs advertising local restaurant on A51/A53 junction which had no planning permission.  It was agreed to consult County Cllr.
Financial Position of the Parish Council


· Bank Account Update – (Updated following the meeting)
Precept A/C £      1824.68
Deposit A/C £     9,248.42
Payments/Donations – Clerk’s pay/expenses of £246.04.  Cropper Grounds £180.00, Maer Village Hall room hire £24.00, Aston Village Hall room hire £104.00 Proposed Cllr R Chatburn, Seconded Cllr Mainwaring.   
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	246.04

	------
	111
	246.04


	Cropper Grounds Maintenance
	Precept
	180.00
	
	
	180.00

	Maer Village Hall
	Precept
	  24.00
	
	
	  24.00

	Aston Village Hall
	Precept
	   104.00
	
	
	  104.00


Items of Business/Correspondence.

Footpaths – Agreed to discuss at next meeting.
To report for information only the items of Correspondence received since the last meeting not covered in agenda:-

None
Date of Next Meeting – Tuesday 18 February 2020 at Maer Village Hall 7.30pm
Meeting ended at 10.30 pm
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