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Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held on Zoom 22nd April  2021 at 7.30pm (re-scheduled from 15.4.21)
Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn, Pat Stanier, A Mainwaring, G Chatburn, L Chesterton, D Lovatt, E Sudlow, G Hutton
Apologies:   P Northcott
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of the Last Meeting

Minutes of the meeting held 18 March 2021 approved, proposed Cllr R Chatburn and seconded by Cllr Stanier.  
Councillor Vacancy 

Following resignation of Linda Chesterton, Clerk had put up notices and no call for an election had been notified.  Co-option process to recruit a replacement Councillor.  Agreed to write thank you card to Linda with £25 garden centre token Proposed Cllr  Lovatt, Seconded Cllr Stanier.

Borough Council Report
Cllr Hutton reported that due to period of purdah, activity was light however all services were running/  Lady Mayoress Angela Cooper has died of cancer.  Ongoing issue of Whalley’s quarry with efforts to curtail bad smells.
Highways
Clerk reported that Holloway Lane, Aston would be subject to a road closure 13 May 2021 for repairs.
Community Issues

Maer Village Hall holding an outside plant fair on 22nd May.  New edition of newsletter recently distributed. Aston Village Hall holding AGM by zoom next week.  All WhatsApp groups appear popular and useful for local residents.  Local farmer in Aston now selling eggs and milk.
LAP

Now looking at measure to help younger age group, particularly in response to Covid 19 and considering ideas such as painting rocks, planting trees etc. Also considering project to recycle used electronic devices through Community Staffordshire.
HS2
Protest groups are now camping on A51 near Swynerton and canvas has been spotted in nearby trees.
Great British Spring Clean

National initiative due 28 May- 13 June.  

Future Meetings

Clerk explained that current legislation meant that Parish Council meetings would not be able to continue remotely after 7th May 2021 although a High Court decision was awaited which may overturn this decision.  Plans for next meeting on 5th May with following meeting 24th June after lockdown restrictions lifted.
Councillors Items
None
Planning Applications received since the last meeting
· 21/00355/FUL -  3 Maer Mews Haddon Lane Newcastle Under Lyme -  Removal of front porch/sunroom and replacement of all existing external windows/doors alongside some internal alterations to reconfigure habitable floor space. Councillors had concerns regarding the changes to the overall look of the development of Maer Mews as a whole.  Agreed to write to planning with concerns
· 21/00383/FUL – 8 Maer Village – single storey extension – Councillors had no objections to the proposals.
Decisions of Planning Committee:
· 21/00070/FUL – Maer Hills Wood, Blackbrook – two storey extension.  Cllrs noted large extension and requested condition limiting to residential use. Application Permitted
· 21/00148/AGR – Lunts Farm – portal steel framed cattle building.  Cllrs had no objections. Application Permitted.

  On-going applications and current developments
· Land off Sandy Lane, Baldwins Gate – Proposal to build 66 properties.  A consultation meeting with the potential developers and Councillors on Tuesday 21st January. The Neighbourhood Development Plan will be tested in fighting this potential application.  Whitmore Parish Council inviting developers to a future meeting. To date no full application has been made.
· 20/00517/FUL - Land Off Watering Close Newcastle Road, Baldwins Gate - Application for the variation of condition 1 to vary the house type on Unit 3 as approved

under Ref 16/00086/REM. Condition Number(s): 2 Conditions(s) Removal:  The owner of the land would like to alter the house design.  0855-43C proposed plans and elevations Unit 3. 0855-50F proposed site plan. Councillors had no objections.

· 20/00368/FUL – Land to the West of A53 at Blackbrook - Change of use of land to mixed use for the stabling/keeping of horses and as a residential caravan site for 4 gypsy families, together with erection of stable building, erection of 4 no. amenity buildings and laying of hardstanding. Application refused. Residents on the site will have a 12 month stay allowed to give time for families to find alternative accommodation.  Appeal expected. Further stable building has subsequently been erected on the site despite planning refusal and injunction. Request to Planning Dept for update.
· 20/00865/PLD – Sidway Mill Farm – Installation of Ground Source Heat Pump.  The application was welcomed by Councillors
Upgrade of the existing base station at Camp Hill, Baldwins Gate - NGR: 377723/340396 – Cllrs had no issues with this application.
· 20/00368/FUL – Land off A53 Blackbrook – Appeal - Change of use of land to mixed use for the stabling/keeping of horses and as a residential caravan site for 4 gypsy families, together with erection of stable building, erection of 4 no. amenity buildings and laying of hardstanding.  NBC putting together the case supporting the decision to refuse planning permission.
· 21/00194/FUL & 21/00195/LBC  - 201 Aston Cottage School Lane Aston - Proposed Development: Replacement of existing brick and uPVC double glazed conservatory with a more traditional brick building. Internal room layout alterations. Burial of Calor gas tank in rear lawn area.  Councillors had no objections.
Financial Position of the Parish Council


· Bank Account Update – (Updated following the meeting)
Precept A/C £     1,185.93
Deposit A/C £     4,879.47
Payments/Donations – Clerk’s pay/expenses of £246.56,  Cropper Grounds £180.00. Proposed Cllr R Chatburn, Seconded Cllr Mainwaring.
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	250.55

	------
	111
	250.55


	Cropper Grounds Maintenance
	Precept
	180.00
	
	
	180.00


Items of Business/Correspondence for Next Meeting
None
Date of Next Meeting – Wednesday 5th May (Annual Parish Meeting)

 on Zoom at 7.30pm or Thursday 20th May 2021
Meeting ended at 22.00pm
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