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Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held on Zoom 21 January 2021 at 7.30m
Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn, Pat Stanier, A Mainwaring, G Chatburn, L Chesterton, D Lovatt, E Sudlow, G Hutton
Apologies:   None
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of the Last Meeting 

The word ‘December’ had been missed from the minutes.  Minutes of the meeting held 79 December 2020 approved, proposed Cllr Lovatt and seconded by Cllr R Chatburn.  
Borough Council Report
Cllr Hutton confirmed that collections from food waste bins would now resume.  Newcastle College is now a mass vaccination centre and will operate 24/7.  ‘Elections are likely to be delayed until October.  Overall crime has fallen by 26% in Newcastle region and 19% in Staffordshire.  Thefts of car catalytic converters a trend at the moment.  Due to people walking their dogs, increasing problems experienced with sheep/animal worrying.

HS2

Residents in Staffordshire, Shropshire and Cheshire to be consulted on the impact of HS2.  Cllrs discussed improvements which could be made and agreed that representatives (LC & GC) from M&A PC should attend zoom meeting on 11 February 2021 and look at community grants etc.  
Highways

Following adverse weather a grit run had been conducted at a cost of £240.  Clerk to investigate purchase of grit bin for Maer and depending on cost a further grit bin would be purchased for Aston.  It was also agreed to purchase bags of grit and store in main village centres.  Cllr Chesterton commented on the dangerous road crossing at the Mainwaring Arms.
LAP

Recent AGM meeting followed by a presentation from Melanie Landown from Staffordshire Safer Roads Partnership.  Robin Wiles to investigate further activities around issues of dementia.  E Sudlow leading small working party looking at well-being projects and would prepare a discussion paper.  Active Living Group was tackling loneliness issues well however with lockdown activities are limited with only the book group able to continue on zoom and limited communications via email.

Community Issues

Active Living Group offering lifts for vaccines.  Village Halls had received further grants due to Covid 19 closures. Maer VH holding AGM on 25th January.  A puzzle and book swap is planned for 30th January with a litter pick planned for 6th February.  A table tennis table has been purchased and plans for organising activity when rules allow.  Garden Guild linking up with Barlaston G Guild for a zoom meeting has proved popular.  Aston VH looking at further renovation work during lockdown.  The WhatsApp groups are proving popular and particularly useful for new residents.
Census 2021

Clerk had received email requesting opportunity to address the Parish Council and it was agreed to write inviting to the February meeting.

Councillors Items

Details of heating grants to be put on website and notice boards.  The state of the verge on the A51 near the war memorial has been reported to Highways.  A blocked gully at Aston has also been reported.  Cllr Chesterton agreed to remove the poppy wreaths from the war memorial.  It was agreed to write to Holland Construction regarding the poor state of the verges on Minn Bank with a request to restore whilst complimenting them on their building work.  Cllr G Chatburn to forward photographs.

Planning Applications received since the last meeting
· .Upgrade of the existing base station at Camp Hill, Baldwins Gate - NGR: 377723/340396 – Cllrs had no issues with this application
Decisions of Planning Committee:
· 20/00726/FUL – Sidway Mill Farm – conversion of two agricultural barns into two holiday lets.  Cllrs had no objections to this application.  Application Permitted

· 20/00891/FUL - Keepers Cottage Newcastle Road, Maer - Conversion of an existing rural building to a holiday let, Application Permitted
· 20/00990/PLD – 2 School Lane, Aston – Detached double garage. Councillors had no objections.  Application Refused
· 20/01026/FUL - Fourhouses Maer Newcastle Under Lyme - Extension to the existing house providing an open plan kitchen and living area at ground floor with master bedroom suite and guest bedroom over a four-car garage. Renovation of the existing house including the replacement windows and roof. Replacement of existing and original brick-built cease pit with a new and more environmentally friendly sewage treatment plant. Councillors felt that NDP should be considered in determining this application.  Application Permitted
  On-going applications and current developments
· Land off Sandy Lane, Baldwins Gate – Proposal to build 66 properties.  A consultation meeting with the potential developers and Councillors on Tuesday 21st January. The Neighbourhood Development Plan will be tested in fighting this potential application.  Whitmore Parish Council inviting developers to a future meeting. To date no full application has been made.
· 20/00517/FUL - Land Off Watering Close Newcastle Road, Baldwins Gate - Application for the variation of condition 1 to vary the house type on Unit 3 as approved

under Ref 16/00086/REM. Condition Number(s): 2 Conditions(s) Removal:  The owner of the land would like to alter the house design.  0855-43C proposed plans and elevations Unit 3. 0855-50F proposed site plan. Councillors had no objections.

· 20/00368/FUL – Land to the West of A53 at Blackbrook - Change of use of land to mixed use for the stabling/keeping of horses and as a residential caravan site for 4 gypsy families, together with erection of stable building, erection of 4 no. amenity buildings and laying of hardstanding. Application refused. Residents on the site will have a 12 month stay allowed to give time for families to find alternative accommodation.  Appeal expected. Further stable building has subsequently been erected on the site despite planning refusal and injunction. Cllr Northcott confirmed no Council Tax is being paid for the site however recycling bins have been issued.
· 20/00865/PLD – Sidway Mill Farm – Installation of Ground Source Heat Pump.  The application was welcomed by Councillors
· 20/01033 – The Garden House, Maer - Part garage conversion with extension above to form ancillary accommodation including first floor balcony.  Clerk left the meeting for Councillors to discuss.
Financial Position of the Parish Council


· Bank Account Update – (Updated following the meeting)
Precept A/C £     3,982.06
Deposit A/C £     4,879.35
Payments/Donations – Clerk’s pay/expenses of £276.56.  Cropper Grounds £180.00, Staffordshire CC (Website) £100.00.  Proposed Cllr R Chatburn, seconded Cllr Mainwaring
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	251.13

	------
	111
	251.13


	Cropper Grounds Maintenance
	Precept
	180.00
	
	
	180.00

	Mazars LLP
	Precept
	240.00
	
	
	240.00

	Ven-a-S
	Precept
	240.00
	
	
	240.00

	Royal British Legion
	Precept
	 75.00
	
	
	 75.00


Items of Business/Correspondence for Next Meeting
HS2
Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 18 February 2021 on Zoom at 7.30pm
Meeting ended at 21.10pm
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