For Approval 18/03/2021


Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held on Zoom 18 February 2021 at 7.30m
Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn, Pat Stanier, A Mainwaring, G Chatburn, L Chesterton, D Lovatt, E Sudlow, G Hutton, P Northcott
Apologies:   None
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of the Last Meeting 

Minutes of the meeting held 21 January 2021 approved, proposed Cllr Lovatt and seconded by Cllr R Chatburn.  
Borough Council Report
Cllr Hutton reported an increase in litter generally across the Borough.  Cllr Chesterton had reported particularly bad case off A51/Hollybush Lane but had removed most of the litter herself.  Once lockdown restrictions have been lifted it may be possible to employ community payback scheme on litter picking projects.
Cllr Northcott reported a £4.99 rise in Council tax which had been voted in at the full Council budget meeting.  County is promoting a ‘Back to Business’ project with financial support and incentives for small businesses.  Also supporting additional 500 apprenticeships.  Both NBC and SCC looking into mitigation measures regarding HS2, including the A51/A53 junction and M6 junction 15. Covid 19 cases dropping across Staffordshire and Newcastle and the vaccination roll-out working really well throughout the County.

HS2

Cllrs G Chatburn, Chesterton and Lovatt attended HS2 meeting with HS2 Community Liaison Officer Nick Nelson and representatives from Whitmore and Madeley PCs. Groundworks expected to start 1 March 2021 at Whitmore Wood with the A51/A53 junctions in 2022.  Tunnel now expected to go under the A53 at Whitmore.  Woore holding zoom HS2 meeting 18/02/2021.  SCC to administer road safety signage fund and environmental support will be available.
Highways
Clerk reported a road closure notice for 25th February 2021 Camp Hill/Madeley Park Wood.  Two new grit bins had been purchased, one sited at Maer Village Hall and one for Holloway Lane, Aston.  Once lockdown restrictions are lifted an audit of grit piles/bins can be carried out.  Drainage problems reported in Woodside/Sandy Lane along A51 and Haddon Lane. Maer. Clerk to see if it is possible to get a map of drains throughout the Parish.
LAP

No meeting had been held.
Community Issues

A further newsletter had recently been issued in Maer village.  Tiles from the porchway at Maer Village Hall had been ‘Darwinised’ and sold raising funds for the Village Hall.
Councillors Items

Clerk reported that invitation extended to Census representative had received no reply.  Cllr Chesterton had formed a Footpath group looking at issues and history for walks in the Parish.  Following letter to Hollands Construction, they and the house owner had agreed to repair the verge in Minn Bank.  It was agreed that large agricultural vehicles are causing damage to verges across the Parish and it was agreed that an environmental project could be formed, writing to all farmers in the area asking for help and co-operation.
Planning Applications received since the last meeting
· 21/00070/FUL – Maer Hills Wood Lane, Blackbrook – Two storey extension.  Cllr Hutton confirmed that he had investigated and plans were not for commercial purposes.  Agreed to write requesting condition that any permission dependant on residential use only. Cllrs disappointed in standard of application with very little information such as a design and access statement.
· 21/00148/AGR – Lunts Farm, Holloway Lane, Aston – Portal Steel Framed Cattle Building.  Councillors had no objections however would look at environmental impact of increased traffic and may look at increased passing places etc.
Decisions of Planning Committee:
· 20/01026/FUL - Fourhouses Maer Newcastle Under Lyme - Extension to the existing house providing an open plan kitchen and living area at ground floor with master bedroom suite and guest bedroom over a four-car garage. Renovation of the existing house including the replacement windows and roof. Replacement of existing and original brick-built cease pit with a new and more environmentally friendly sewage treatment plant – Application Permitted
· 20/01033 – The Garden House, Maer - Part garage conversion with extension above to form ancillary accommodation including first floor balcony – Application Permitted

  On-going applications and current developments
· Land off Sandy Lane, Baldwins Gate – Proposal to build 66 properties.  A consultation meeting with the potential developers and Councillors on Tuesday 21st January. The Neighbourhood Development Plan will be tested in fighting this potential application.  Whitmore Parish Council inviting developers to a future meeting. To date no full application has been made.
· 20/00517/FUL - Land Off Watering Close Newcastle Road, Baldwins Gate - Application for the variation of condition 1 to vary the house type on Unit 3 as approved

under Ref 16/00086/REM. Condition Number(s): 2 Conditions(s) Removal:  The owner of the land would like to alter the house design.  0855-43C proposed plans and elevations Unit 3. 0855-50F proposed site plan. Councillors had no objections.

· 20/00368/FUL – Land to the West of A53 at Blackbrook - Change of use of land to mixed use for the stabling/keeping of horses and as a residential caravan site for 4 gypsy families, together with erection of stable building, erection of 4 no. amenity buildings and laying of hardstanding. Application refused. Residents on the site will have a 12 month stay allowed to give time for families to find alternative accommodation.  Appeal expected. Further stable building has subsequently been erected on the site despite planning refusal and injunction. Request to Planning Dept for update.
· 20/00865/PLD – Sidway Mill Farm – Installation of Ground Source Heat Pump.  The application was welcomed by Councillors
Upgrade of the existing base station at Camp Hill, Baldwins Gate - NGR: 377723/340396 – Cllrs had no issues with this application
Financial Position of the Parish Council


· Bank Account Update – (Updated following the meeting)
Precept A/C £     3,522.06
Deposit A/C £     4,879.35
Payments/Donations – Clerk’s pay/expenses of £665.21 – this included 401.07 paid for 2 x grit bins and 42 x bags rock salt.  Cropper Grounds £180.00,.  Proposed Cllr Mainwaring, Seconded Cllr Lovatt
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	665.21

	------
	111
	665.21


	Cropper Grounds Maintenance
	Precept
	180.00
	
	
	180.00


· Spending Analysis – In response to request from Cllr G Chatburn, Clerk had forwarded to Parish Councillors the latest cash book with spending to date.  Clerk had listed expected spend to end of year.
Items of Business/Correspondence for Next Meeting
None
Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 18 March 2021 on Zoom at 7.30pm
Meeting ended at 21.40pm
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