For Approval 21/01/2021


Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held on Zoom 19th December 2020 at 7.30m
Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn, Pat Stanier, A Mainwaring, G Chatburn, L Chesterton, D Lovatt, E Sudlow, P Northcott, G Hutton
Apologies:   None
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of the Last Meeting 

Minutes of the meeting held 19  2020 approved, proposed Cllr Stanier and seconded by Cllr R Chatburn.  
Neighbourhood Development Plan/ & Chapel and Hill Chorlton Parish Council
The Steering Group are no longer holding formal meetings but will discuss any application which is deemed necessary.  NBC now considering abandoning Joint Local Plan with SOT and preparing own plan.  There are currently 6 NDPs in Newcastle Borough with none in SOT with wide discrepancies between the two areas.
Planning Applications received since the last meeting
· 20/01026/FUL - Fourhouses Maer Newcastle Under Lyme - Extension to the existing house providing an open plan kitchen and living area at ground floor with master bedroom suite and guest bedroom over a four-car garage. Renovation of the existing house including the replacement windows and roof. Replacement of existing and original brick-built cease pit with a new and more environmentally friendly sewage treatment plant. Councillors felt that NDP should be considered in determining this application.
· 20/01033 – The Garden House, Maer - Part garage conversion with extension above to form ancillary accommodation including first floor balcony.  Clerk left the meeting for Councillors to discuss.
· 20/00990/PLD – 2 School Lane, Aston – Detached double garage. Councillors had no objections.
Decisions of Planning Committee:
· 20/00865/PLD - Sidway Mill Farm Willoughbridge Market Drayton -  Application for a proposed lawful development certificate for the installation of a ground source heat pump and loops associated with the barn conversions applied for under the planning application ref 20/00726/FUL Application Permitted
  On-going applications and current developments
· Land off Sandy Lane, Baldwins Gate – Proposal to build 66 properties.  A consultation meeting with the potential developers and Councillors on Tuesday 21st January. The Neighbourhood Development Plan will be tested in fighting this potential application.  Whitmore Parish Council inviting developers to a future meeting. To date no full application has been made.
· 20/00517/FUL - Land Off Watering Close Newcastle Road, Baldwins Gate - Application for the variation of condition 1 to vary the house type on Unit 3 as approved

under Ref 16/00086/REM. Condition Number(s): 2 Conditions(s) Removal:  The owner of the land would like to alter the house design.  0855-43C proposed plans and elevations Unit 3. 0855-50F proposed site plan. Councillors had no objections.

· 20/00368/FUL – Land to the West of A53 at Blackbrook - Change of use of land to mixed use for the stabling/keeping of horses and as a residential caravan site for 4 gypsy families, together with erection of stable building, erection of 4 no. amenity buildings and laying of hardstanding. Application refused. Residents on the site will have a 12 month stay allowed to give time for families to find alternative accommodation.  Appeal expected. Further stable building has subsequently been erected on the site despite planning refusal and injunction. Cllr Northcott confirmed no Council Tax is being paid for the site however recycling bins have been issued.
· 20/00726/FUL – Sidway Mill Farm – conversion of two agricultural barns into two holiday lets.  Cllrs had no objections to this application.
· 20/00865/PLD – Sidway Mill Farm – Installation of Ground Source Heat Pump.  The application was welcomed by Councillors
· 20/00891/FUL Keepers Cottage, Newcastle Road, Maer - Conversion of an existing rural building to a holiday let.  Councillors welcomed the proposed development.
Financial Position of the Parish Council


· Bank Account Update – (Updated following the meeting)
Precept A/C £     4,162.06
Deposit A/C £     4,879.17
Payments/Donations – Clerk’s pay/expenses of £276.56.  Cropper Grounds £180.00, Staffordshire CC (Website) £100.00.  Proposed Cllr R Chatburn, seconded Cllr Mainwaring
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	276.56

	------
	111
	276.56



	Cropper Grounds Maintenance
	Precept
	180.00
	
	
	180.00

	Staffordshire County Council (Website)
	Precept
	100.00
	
	
	100.00


· Setting the Precept – Following discussions it was agreed to keep the council tax rate at the same level.  Option B agreed keeping council tax band D base rate at £21.03 and a precept of £5635 for 2021-2022.
Items of Business/Correspondence:
· Highways/Winter Gritting  – Cllr G Chatburn to report gully in need of clearing in Aston.  Minn Bank/Maerway Lane closure 29.12/2020.  Clerk reported that Mr Venables to replenish grit stocks as required.
· LAP – No meeting had been held.
· Community Issues – Open air carol concert through Maer village to village hall planned for 20 December 4pm. Residents in Aston showed great community spirit, lining the route of a local funeral cortege.
· Borough/County Report – Newcastle is current hotspot for COVID 19 with cases rising.  Testing available for all cases.  Following additional restrictions for tier 3 grants and Government money is available for local businesses, workers and apprenticeships. Current claimant levels are down in Staffordshire and JCB about to start recruitment.  Hospitals struggling but just about coping in present although staff under great pressure. A further 90 officers have been employed in the County.
· Dates for 2021 continuing with third Thursday of each month February 18, March 18. April 15. May 20, June 17, July 15. August 19, September 16, October 21, November 18, December 16.
Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 21 January 2021 on Zoom at 7.30pm
Meeting ended at 21.30pm
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