For Approval 17/12/2020

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held on Zoom 19th November 2020 at 7.30m
Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn, Pat Stanier, A Mainwaring, G Chatburn, L Chesterton, D Lovatt, E Sudlow, P Northcott, G Hutton
Apologies:   None
Declared Items of Interest – None
Minutes of the Last Meeting 

Minutes of the meeting held 15 October 2020 approved, proposed Cllr Stanier and seconded by Cllr R Chatburn.  
Neighbourhood Development Plan/ & Chapel and Hill Chorlton Parish Council
The Clerk had written to Bill Cash MP regarding the Government White Paper on Planning which would give developers greater autonomy in planning matters and Mr Cash had responded that he had passed the letter to the appropriate party. 
Planning Applications received since the last meeting
· .20/00891/FUL Keepers Cottage, Newcastle Road, Maer - Conversion of an existing rural building to a holiday let.  Councillors welcomed the proposed development.
Decisions of Planning Committee:
None received
  On-going applications and current developments
· Land off Sandy Lane, Baldwins Gate – Proposal to build 66 properties.  A consultation meeting with the potential developers and Councillors on Tuesday 21st January. The Neighbourhood Development Plan will be tested in fighting this potential application.  Whitmore Parish Council inviting developers to a future meeting. To date no full application has been made.
· 20/00517/FUL - Land Off Watering Close Newcastle Road, Baldwins Gate - Application for the variation of condition 1 to vary the house type on Unit 3 as approved

under Ref 16/00086/REM. Condition Number(s): 2 Conditions(s) Removal:  The owner of the land would like to alter the house design.  0855-43C proposed plans and elevations Unit 3. 0855-50F proposed site plan. Councillors had no objections.

· 20/00368/FUL – Land to the West of A53 at Blackbrook - Change of use of land to mixed use for the stabling/keeping of horses and as a residential caravan site for 4 gypsy families, together with erection of stable building, erection of 4 no. amenity buildings and laying of hardstanding. Application refused. Residents on the site will have a 12 month stay allowed to give time for families to find alternative accommodation.  Appeal expected. Further stable building has subsequently been erected on the site despite planning refusal and injunction. Agreed to write to Cllr Northcott for further update on enforcement and Council Tax situation.
· 20/00726/FUL – Sidway Mill Farm – conversion of two agricultural barns into two holiday lets.  Cllrs had no objections to this application.
· 20/00865/PLD – Sidway Mill Farm – Installation of Ground Source Heat Pump.  The application was welcomed by Councillors
Financial Position of the Parish Council


· Bank Account Update – (Updated following the meeting)
Precept A/C £     4,636.60
Deposit A/C £     4,879.17
Payments/Donations – Clerk’s pay/expenses of £264.54.  Cropper Grounds £180.00, Urban Vision £168.00   Proposed Cllr Chesterton, Seconded Cllr Mainwaring.  Chairman and Clerk had organised a cheque of £42.00 for AED Donate for repair to the defibrillator.  Details of the AED Donate had been passed to Aston Village Hall as charges much lower through this charity.  Councillors agreed to purchase David Sudlow bottle of wine for organising saving. Proposed Cllr Chesterton, Seconded Cllr Mainwaring.  It was agreed to look at internet banking in the future.
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	264.54


	------
	111
	264.54


	Cropper Grounds Maintenance
	Precept
	180.00
	
	
	180.00

	AED Donate
	Precept
	 42.00
	
	
	 42.00

	Urban Vision
	Precept
	168.00
	
	
	168.00


Items of Business/Correspondence:
· Highways – Mr Venables had confirmed he was able to continue clearing the roads in the Parish Maerway Lane/ Minn Bank road closure 29 December 2020.  No further progress with the Church wall at Maer.  White lines at A51/A53 junctions have been reinstated however notice that they are missing has not been removed. Further letter to Bates Farm regarding traffic on Bates Lane to be sent.
· LAP – No meeting had been held.
· Community Issues – Newsletter in Maer continues to great acclaim. Reasons for relatively high Covid 19 cases discussed. Clerk has arranged a Food Bank collection for the Alice Charity throughout the area. Cllr R Chatburn now contact point for Aston Village Hall who reported a further grant of £1334 had been received from NBC following latest lockdown.
· Borough/County Report – Most staff working from home.  Concern has been expressed for business during the lockdowns particularly as cases are high in Newcastle and Stoke-on-Trent. Support for businesses, programes to help lonliness and vulnerable people the priorities.  Covid has cost NBC £2.5m to date.  Claims for JSA show surprising fall, probably due to high logistics companies in the area. Extension to Newcastle cemetery being considered.  County rolling out rapid testing due to high Covid 19 cases.  Normal functioning of the Council has been affected by staff redeployed on Covid 19 activities.
· Any Other Business – Defibrillator – AED Donate had checked the defibrillator and had fitted new pads and the defibrillator was now fully functioning.
Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 17th December 2020 on Zoom at 7.30pm
Meeting ended at 21.30pm
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