For approval  15/10/2020

Minutes of the Maer & Aston Parish Council

Meeting held on Zoom 17th September 2020 at 7.30m
Present:     M Kelly (Chair), R Chatburn, Pat Stanier, A Mainwaring, G Chatburn, L Chesterton, P Northcott, E Sudlow
Apologies:    D Lovatt, G Hutton
Declared Items of Interest – Cllr Mainwaring re Planning Application 20/00726/FUL
Minutes of the Last Meeting 

Minutes of the meeting held 20th August 2020 approved, proposed Cllr Stanier and seconded by Cllr Chesterton.  
Neighbourhood Development Plan/ & Chapel and Hill Chorlton Parish Council
Following a number of abusive communications from a resident in Hill Chorlton, Cllrs had been informed that all of Chapel and Hill Chorlton Parish Councillors had resigned. NBC had now taken charge of Chapel and Hill Chorlton Parish Council.  It was agreed that Cllr Kelly would contact Graham Hutton, Paul Northcott and Ian Webb to look at possible options for the future.  
Planning Applications received since the last meeting
· 20/00726/FUL – Sidway Mill Farm – conversion of two agricultural barns into two holiday lets.  Cllrs had no objections to this application.
Decisions of Planning Committee:
· 20/00584/FUL – Bank House, Maerway Lane – Clerk had not included in August summons however Cllrs had no objections to application.  Application permitted.

· 20/00368/FUL – Land to the West of A53 at Blackbrook - Change of use of land to mixed use for the stabling/keeping of horses and as a residential caravan site for 4 gypsy families, together with erection of stable building, erection of 4 no. amenity buildings and laying of hardstanding. Application refused. Residents on the site will have a 12 month stay allowed to give time for families to find alternative accommodation.  Appeal expected. Further stable building has subsequently been erected on the site despite planning refusal and injunction.
· 20/00458/FUL- 1 Plumb Park Maer Staffordshire -  Following previous meeting it had been agreed to write to Head of Planning requesting explanation of how this application was validated without adequate dimensions.  Councillors were disappointed with the response received that dimensions could be determined by scale.
  On-going applications and current developments
· Land off Sandy Lane, Baldwins Gate – Proposal to build 66 properties.  A consultation meeting with the potential developers and Councillors on Tuesday 21st January. The Neighbourhood Development Plan will be tested in fighting this potential application.  Whitmore Parish Council inviting developers to a future meeting. To date no full application has been made.
· 20/00517/FUL - Land Off Watering Close Newcastle Road, Baldwins Gate - Application for the variation of condition 1 to vary the house type on Unit 3 as approved

under Ref 16/00086/REM. Condition Number(s): 2 Conditions(s) Removal:  The owner of the land would like to alter the house design.  0855-43C proposed plans and elevations Unit 3. 0855-50F proposed site plan. Councillors had no objections.

· 20/00601/FUL - Croft House Maer Staffordshire - Garage extension; also a first floor rear/ side extension and internal alterations.  Councillors had no objections to this application.
Financial Position of the Parish Council


· Bank Account Update – (Updated following the meeting)
Precept A/C £     1,708.35
Deposit A/C £     9,877.80
Payments/Donations – Clerk’s pay/expenses of £309.98.  Cropper Grounds £180.00, Proposed Cllr Mainwaring, Seconded Cllr G Chatburn.   Donation to Maer Village Hall Summer/Christmas Fair £100.00 (re-issued).  Agreed, Proposed Cllr Mainwaring, seconded Cllr G Chatburn.
	Payee
	Bank Account to be drawn on
	Cost
	VAT
	Power
	Total value of Cheque

	E Sudlow
	Precept
	309.98

	------
	111
	309.98


	Cropper Grounds Maintenance
	Precept
	180.00
	
	
	180.00

	Maer Village Hall
	Precept

Re-issued
	100.00
	
	
	100.00


Items of Business/Correspondence:
· Highways – It was agreed to write to David Williams and David Greatbach regarding the continuing lack of white lines at the junction of A51/A53.  Clerk to request a timescale for work to be undertaken and question why work has been classified as category 4 despite number of near misses on major trunk roads.
· LAP – Road safety/speeding on the A51 and A53 has been taken up by the LAP.  Loggerheads had suggested innovative approach by co-ordinating the three community speedwatch groups to work together.  LAP to also approach police to see what can be done.  
· Community Issues – Village Halls – Aston Village Hall have decided that it is not economically viable to open at the present time. Maer held a successful Summer/Christmas Fair on 30 August 2020 which raised over £1200. Future events are being considered including a Halloween pumpkin festival and plans for Christmas.  Options for Remembrance day being investigated and Cllr Mainwaring to investigate hire of loud speakers.  Staffordshire Hunt – complaints from residents of Maer that loose dogs are fouling gardens and intimidating people, particularly those walking their dogs. Clerk had received a reply to complaints that hopefully will result in more consideration.  
· Borough/County Report – Demand for care home places has decreased following the Covid 19 crisis, resulting in a review of care home market proposals.  Covid recovery underway with SOT and Newcastle covid results now back on track following local spikes.  Testing is prioritised i.e. keyworkers but local appointments available.  Greater pressure on universal credit, particularly in hospitality and pottery industries. Re-skilling projects being set up and online business are expanding.  SCC has allocated £450k for start up business.  Broadband vouchers are available for slow internet speeds, particularly in the rural area. Chairman thanked Cllr Northcott for his continued input.
Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 15th October 2020 on Zoom at 7.30pm
Meeting ended at 21.20pm
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